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INTRODUCTION

It was a  remark of  Pres ident  Edwards ,  that  “nothing  
tended more to promote the work of  grace among hi s  
people at Northampton, than to tell them what God was  
doing in other places .” I f  oral  narrat ives produced this  
ef fect ,  then may we expect that writ ten narrat ives wil l  
accompl i sh  the same purpose .  With a  des i re  to  honor  
God, and advance the interests of his kingdom, Edwards  
wrote and published a work entitled “Surprising Conver- 
sions at Northampton.” Mr. Whitefield, before he came  
to this country, read this narrative, and was deeply inter- 
e s t ed  in  i t .  Th i s  induced  h im to  v i s i t  Edward s ,  tha t  
he might see and converse with the man by whom God  
had wrought such wonders.  I f  Edwards judged it  expe- 
dient in his day to col lect and publish facts concerning  
the revival at Northampton, we shal l  not be thought to  
undertake a needless work, if we shall attempt to gather  
up the history of the revival that took place in this city  
during the last winter and spring.

It wil l  be seen by the facts recorded in this l i t t le vol- 
ume, that God does not confine his Spirit to one denom- 
ination, or to one mode of worship. Wherever the doc- 
trines of the Cross are preached, accompanied with prayer,  
they are the power of God and the wisdom of God unto  
salvation.

I hope that one effect of gathering the facts respecting  
the late revival In this city, will be to break down secta- 
rian bigotry, and lead God’s people to feel towards each  
o the r  a s  God  h imse l f  f ee l s  toward s  them.  God love s  
and bles ses  them, and they should love and bles s  each  
other. I shal l  not enter into a discussion of the mooted  
question respecting evangelists, but shall state the results  
o f  the  l abo r s  o f  p a s to r s  and  evange l i s t s .  I f  God  wa s  
pleased to bless  the labors of pastors or evangel i s t s ,  we  
wi l l  record the fact s  and give him the g lory.  In many 
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cases I have allowed individuals to speak for themselves;  
in others, I have used printed documents as authorit ies;  
and in other s  s t i l l ,  re spons ib le  indiv idua l s  have s ta ted  
f a c t s ,  and  I  have  c lo thed  them in  my own l anguage .  
But a f ter  a l l ,  i t  may be poss ib le  that  I  have not s ta ted  
some of the most important facts  that have taken place  
in some congregations. If it should prove to be the case,  
i t  wil l  not be the fault  of the editor of this  work. Cir- 
culars* were sent to each of the congregations,  making  
inquir ies  respect ing the reviva l ;  and such fact s  as  have  
been furnished, have been incorporated into this work.  
I  feel  under part icular obl igat ions to the brethren who  
have furni shed mater ia l s  for  th i s  h i s tory .  Should ano- 
ther edit ion be cal led for, and should any new and im- 
portant facts  come to l ight ,  they wil l  be inserted.  I t  i s  
the wish of the editor to make this as complete a history  
of the late revival as possible.

My desire and prayer to God is, that he will bless this  
effort to record the wonders of his grace.

 M. M.
Boston, Dec., 1842.

* As frequent allusions, in the course of this work, are made  
to questions proposed, I deem it proper to state, that in July  
las t  I  sent circulars  to the pastor or some responsible indiv- 
idual in each evangelical congregation in the city, making cer- 
tain inquiries.  The facts contained in this l i t t le book are the  
resul t s  of  those inquir ies .  This  c i rcular  a sked the fo l lowing  
questions:

1. At what t ime did the revival commence in your congre- 
gation?

2 .  What  number  were  hope fu l ly  conver ted ,  or  have  pro- 
fessed religion?

3 .  What  in s t rumenta l i t i e s  were  pr inc ipa l ly  b le s sed  in  the  
progress of the work?

4. What special incidents occurred worthy of particular no- 
tice?

5 .  Ha s  t h e  r e v i v a l  p a r t i a l l y  o r  who l l y  s ub s i d ed ?  I f  s o ,  
what  apparent ly  were the causes  of  the withdrawing of  the  
Holy Spirit?

I t  was  supposed that  i f  these ques t ions  were answered,  a l l  
the information desired would be obtained. Such information  
as I have obtained I shall proceed to lay before the reader.











BOSTON REVIVAL

CHAPTER I

The churches around Massachusetts Bay founded in the spirit  
of revival—Apostacy of the second generation of the New  
England fathers lamented by Dr. Increase Mather, Presi- 
dent of Harvard College—Revival of 1740.

Some,  a t  the  pre sent  day ,  have  spoken o f  rev i- 
va l s  o f  r e l i g ion  a s  though they  were  new th ing s  
under the sun.  Such int imat ions  di scover  e i ther  a  
wi l fu l  b l indnes s ,  or  an ignorance of  the pas t  h i s- 
tory of the church. I  do not intend to cal l  the at- 
tention of my readers to those numerous and pow- 
e r f u l  r e v i v a l s  t h a t  t ook  p l a c e  unde r  t h e  J ew i sh  
d i s p en s a t i on ,  no r  t o  t ho s e  t h a t  o c cu r r ed  unde r  
apostolic preaching; God has caused these to be re- 
corded for the benef i t  of  his  church in a l l  coming  
t ime.  A care fu l  s tudy o f  the se  por t ions  o f  s ac red  
his tory must enforce this  truth, that God has been  
accustomed to bui ld up his  kingdom in the world  
m o s t l y  b y  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  r e v i v a l s  o f 
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religion. I shall not now dwell on these topics; but  
sha l l  present  evidence to prove that  the churches  
of New England were, from the beginning, revival  
churche s .  The  f ac t s  r ecorded  by  Gov .  Winthrop  
in his journal, prove this.

He says,  that soon after Mr. Cotton was instal led  
over  the  Bos ton  church ,  “ i t  p l ea sed  the  Lord  to  
give his  specia l  test imony to this  church af ter Mr.  
Cotton was ca l led to of f ice here.  More were add- 
ed to that  church,  than to a l l  the  other  churches  
i n  the  bay .  D ive r s  p ro f ane  and  no to r iou s l y  ev i l  
pe r sons  came and  con fe s sed  the i r  s in s ,  and  were  
comfortably received into the bosom of the church.  
Ye a ,  t h e  Lo r d  g a v e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  
prophecying,  [a s  the exhorta t ions  of  the brethren  
were  then  ca l l ed ]  so  a s  the reby  some were  con- 
ve r t ed  and  o the r ’ s  g rea t l y  ed i f i ed .”  He g ive s  an  
experience of a youth, supposed to be his own son.

“Among other test imonies of the Lord’s  gracious  
p r e s ence  w i th  h i s  own  o rd in ance s ,  t h e r e  wa s  a  
youth of fourteen years of age (being a son of one  
of the magistrates)  so wrought upon by the minis- 
t ry of  the word,  as  for  divers  months he was held  
under great  a f f l ic t ion of  mind, as  he could not be  
brought  to apprehend any comfort  in  God,  be ing  
much troubled and broken for his  s ins  ( though he  
had been a dut i fu l  chi ld ,  and not given up to the  
lus t s  of  youth)  especia l ly  for  hi s  b la sphemous and  
wicked thought s ,  whereby sa tan buf fe ted,  so  that  
he  went  mourning and l angui sh ing  da i ly ;  ye t  a t - 
tending to the means of grace, and not giving over 
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prayer and seeking counsel,  &c., he came at length  
to be freed from such temptation, and to find com- 
fort in God’s promises;  and so being received into  
the  congrega t ion  upon good proof  o f  h i s  under- 
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  G o d ,  h e  w e n t  o n  
cheerful ly in a christ ian course, fa l l ing dai ly to la- 
bor  a s  a  se rvant ,  and a s  a  younger  brother  o f  h i s  
did,  who was not a  whit  short  of  him in a know- 
l edge  o f  God ’ s  w i l l ,  though  h i s  you th  kep t  h im  
f rom o f fe r ing  h imse l f  to  the  congrega t ion .”  The  
Boston church, under the ministry of Mr. Cotton,  
en joyed  such  a  s e a son  o f  spec i a l  g r ace ,  a s  i s ,  i n  
modern  t imes ,  t e rmed rev iva l .  Under  the  min i s - 
try of  Mr. Phi l l ips ,  ( the ancestor of  most  of  those  
who have s ince borne that  name in thi s  common- 
wealth) the church in Watertown was blessed with  
s e a son s  o f  r ev iva l .  S ay s  Cot ton  Mathe r ,  “About  
fourteen years continued he his ministry in Water- 
t o w n ;  i n  w h i c h  t i m e  h i s  m i n i s t r y  w a s  b l e s s e d  
un to  the  conver s ion  o f  many  unto  God,  and  fo r  
the confirmation and edification of those who were  
conver ted .”  Mr .  Sheperd  o f  Cambr idge  was  em- 
inen t ly  a  r ev iva l  p reacher .  I t  wa s  on  account  o f  
h i s  s e a r ch i ng  p r e a ch i ng ,  a nd  s k i l l  i n  d e t e c t i n g  
errors ,  that  the col lege was located at  Cambridge.  
It  was the desire of the founders of this  col lege to  
raise up a generat ion of ministers  to carry forward  
the  work of  rev iva l s  in  these  churches ,  tha t  they  
had begun. Mr. Prince,  in his  chronology,  says  of  
Sheperd of Cambridge, “I was told when a youth,  
by e lder ly  people ,  that  he scarce ever  preached a 
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sermon, but that some one or other of his congre- 
gat ion were s truck with great  dis tress  of  soul ,  and  
cr ied a loud in agony, what shal l  I  do to be saved?  
Though h i s  vo ice  was  low,  ye t  so  sea rch ing  was  
h i s  preaching,  and so grea t  a  power a t tending,  a s  
an hypocr i te  could not  eas i ly  hear ,  and i t  seemed  
a lmost  i r re s i s t ib le .”  This  e f fect  was  not  produced  
upon hi s  hearer s  by an impas s ioned e loquence;  i t  
w a s  t h e  s a m e  b l e s s e d  a g e n t  t h a t  a t t e n d s  t h e  
preaching o f  the  word,  in  rev iva l s  a t  the  pre sent  
day, that caused i t  to be quick and powerful upon  
t h e  h e a r t s  o f  S h e p e r d ’ s  h e a r e r s .  P e r s o n s  t h a t  
s t ayed a t  home on the Sabbath,  were accus tomed  
t o  a s k  t ho s e  who  had  a t t ended  pub l i c  wor sh ip ,  
when  they  r e tu rned  f rom mee t i ng ,  “upon  who s e  
hear t  has the word o f  God taken e f f e c t  to-day?” Capt.  
Clapp, one of the f irst sett lers in Dorchester, gives  
the fol lowing account of the state of things in that  
t o w n .  “ T h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w a s  s o  p l a i n l y  
held up, in the preaching of the gospel unto poor,  
lost  s inners ,  and the absolute necess i ty of the new  
b i r th ;  and  God’ s  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  in  those  day s ,  was  
b le s sed  to  the  accompanying the  word wi th  such  
e f f icacy upon the hear t s  o f  many,  that  our  hear t s  
were taken of f  f rom old England and placed upon  
heaven.  The di scourse ,  not  only  of  the aged,  but  
o f  the  youth  a l so ,  wa s  no t ,  How sha l l  we  go  to  
England,  ( though some did not only so di scourse,  
but  a l so went back again)  but how shal l  we go to  
heaven?  Have  I  t rue  g r a ce  in  my  hea r t ?  Have  I  
C h r i s t  o r  n o ?  O h ,  h o w  d i d  m e n  a n d  w o m e n , 
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young and o ld ,  p ray  for  g race ,  beg  for  Chr i s t  in  
t ho s e  d ay s ;  a nd  i t  wa s  no t  i n  v a i n ;  many  we r e  
conve r t ed ,  and  o the r s  e s t a b l i s h ed  i n  b e l i e v i ng ;  
many joined unto the several  churches where they  
l ive ,  confes s ing the i r  f a i th  publ ic ly ,  and showing  
be fore  a l l  the  a s sembly ,  the i r  exper ience s  o f  the  
work of God’s Spir i t  in their hearts  to bring them  
un to  Chr i s t .  Oh,  the  many  t ea r s  tha t  were  shed  
in Dorches ter  meet ing-house,  a t  such t imes ,  both  
by those who have declared God’s work upon their  
souls ,  and a l so by them that  heard them! In those  
days,  God, even our God, did bless  New England.  
In those days,  God manifested his  presence among  
u s ,  i n  conve r t ing  many  sou l s ,  i n  g a the r ing  dea r  
ones into church fe l lowship by solemn covenants ,  
wherein they gave up themselves and their seed to  
the Lord.”

I  m i gh t  mu l t i p l y  w i t n e s s e s  t o  p r ov e  t h a t  t h e  
chu rche s  o f  New Eng l and  were  a t  f i r s t  Rev iv a l  
Churches .  But in the mouth of  two or three wit- 
n e s s e s  e v e r y  wo rd  i s  e s t a b l i s h ed .  I  am  en t i r e l y  
willing to rest the truth of the fact that I set out to  
prove,  upon the s t rength of  the tes t imony a lready  
adduced. Neither the competency, nor veraci ty of  
t he s e  w i tne s s e s ,  c an  be  c a l l ed  in  que s t i on .  S a id  
one  o f  the  e a r l y  f a the r s  o f  New Eng l and ,  “God  
s i f t ed  th r ee  k ingdoms ,  t h a t  he  m igh t  s end  ove r  
choice  gra in  in to  th i s  wi ldernes s .”  The seed was  
who l l y  o f  t h e  r i gh t  k i nd .  The  s p i r i t  o f  r e v i v a l  
p l an ted  the se  churche s .  Th ing s  o f  r e l i g ion  were  
the most prominent objects of their attention. The 



18 boston revival.

v e n e r a b l e  J o h n  H i g g i n s o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  
of  Sa lem, says ,  “ let  merchants  and such as  are in- 
c rea s ing  cen t  pe r  cen t  remember  th i s ;  l e t  o ther s  
that  come over s ince,  at  severa l  t imes,  understand  
this ,  that worldly gain was not the end and design  
o f  the  peop le  o f  New England,  but  r e l i g i on .  And  
i f  any man among us make rel igion as twelve, and  
the  wor ld  a s  th i r teen,  le t  such an one know tha t  
he  ha s  ne i the r  the  sp i r i t  o f  a  t rue  New Eng l and  
man  no r  ye t  o f  a  s i n ce r e  ch r i s t i an . ”  Such  we re  
the men that  p lanted the churches  around Massa- 
chu se t t s  b ay .  They  l a i d  the  founda t ion  o f  the s e  
churches in the spir i t  of  revivals .  The Holy Ghost  
overshadowed them. God, even our God, did bless  
them. In those  days  there  were  none tha t  denied  
the  Lord  tha t  bought  them.  With  one voice ,  the  
pilgrim churches crowned the Saviour Lord of all.

Dur ing  the  f i r s t  th i r ty  yea r s  o f  the i r  ex i s t ence ,  
they enjoyed the continued inf luences of the Holy  
Ghos t .  In  the  second genera t ion ,  there  began  to  
b e  a  d e c a y  o f  v i t a l  g od l i n e s s .  Th i s  wa s  d e ep l y  
l amented by Increase  Mather ,  and other  mini s ter s  
o f  tha t  age .  P re s iden t  Mather ,  in  1678 ,  thu s  r e- 
marks :  “Prayer i s  needful  on thi s  account ,  in that  
conve r s i on s  a r e  b e come  r a r e  i n  t h i s  a g e  o f  t h e  
wor ld .  They  tha t  have  had  the i r  though t s  exe r - 
cised in discovering things of this nature, have had  
sad apprehensions with reference unto this  matter,  
th a t  the  work  o f  conve r s ion s  i s  no t  f r equen t  in  
some congregat ions .  The body of  the  r i s ing gen- 
eration is  a poor, perishing, unconverted, and, ex-
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cep t  the  Lo rd  pour  down h i s  Sp i r i t ,  an  undone  
genera t ion .  Many a re  pro fane ,  drunkards ,  l a sc iv- 
ious ,  scof fer s  a t  the power of  godl ines s ,  despi ser s  
of those that are good, disobedient; others are only  
c iv i l  and outwardly conformed to good order ,  by  
r e a son  o f  the i r  educa t ion ;  bu t  neve r  knew wha t  
the  new bi r th  means .  Look in to  our  pu lp i t s ,  and  
see i f  there i s  such glory there, as  there once was;  
New England ha s  had teacher s  eminent  for  ho l i - 
nes s  and mini s te r i a l  accompl i shment s .  When wi l l  
Bos ton see  a  Cot ton,  and a  Norton aga in?  When  
w i l l  New  Eng l a nd  s e e  a  Hooke r ,  a  Sh ep e r d ,  a  
M i t c h e l ?  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  o t h e r s .  H o w  m a n y  
churches,  how many towns are there in New Eng- 
land, that we may sigh over them and say, the glory  
i s  d ep a r t ed . ”  A rmin i an i sm  had  g r adua l l y  s t o l en  
i n t o  ou r  chu r che s .  The  h a l f -way  covenan t  h ad  
been adopted, and the tone of piety lowered down.  
Before the revival of 1740, the sentiment that con- 
ve r s ion  wa s  no t  e s s en t i a l  to  the  min i s t ry ,  found  
numerous advocates.

Mr.  Whi te f ie ld ’ s  preaching was  b le s sed  to  mul- 
t i tudes  in Boston,  a s  wel l  a s  in other  par t s  of  the  
l and .  Af te r  Mr .  Whi te f i e ld ’ s  depar ture ,  Mr .  Gi l - 
b e r t  T e n n e n t  c a m e  a n d  w a t e r e d  w h a t  h e  h a d  
p l an ted .  Dr .  Pr ince  ha s  g iven us  a  pa r t i cu l a r  ac- 
count of  thi s  reviva l :  “And now,” says  he,” there  
was such a t ime as  we never knew. The Rev. Mr.  
Cooper was wont to say, that more came to him in  
one week, in deep concern about their souls ,  than  
in  the  whole  twenty- four  yea r s  o f  h i s  p reced ing 
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min i s t ry .  I  can  a l so  s ay  the  s ame a s  to  the  num- 
ber’ s  that  repaired to me. By Mr. Cooper’s  let ters  
to  Scot land,  i t  appear s  he has  had about  600 d i f- 
f e r en t  p e r s on s  i n  t h r e e  mon th s ’  t ime ;  a nd  Mr .  
Webb  i n f o rms  me  t h a t  h e  h a s  h ad  i n  t h e  s ame  
s p a ce ,  above  1 , 000 .  Ag ree ab l e  t o  the  numerou s  
bi l l s  of the awakened, put up in public, sometimes  
r i s ing  to  the  number  o f  s i x ty  a t  once ,  the re  r e- 
pa i red to  us  both boys  and g i r l s ,  young men and  
women ,  Ind i an s  and  neg roe s ,  he ad s  o f  f ami l i e s ,  
a ged  pe r son s ;  t ho s e  who  had  been  in  fu l l  com- 
munion, and going on in a course of religion many  
yea r s .  And the i r  c a se s  r ep re sen ted ,  were  a  b l ind  
mind ,  a  v i l e ,  and  ha rd  hea r t ;  and  some  unde r  a  
deep sense thereof ;  some under great  temptat ions;  
s ome  i n  g r e a t  conce rn  f o r  t h e i r  s ou l s ;  s ome  i n  
g r e a t  d i s t r e s s  o f  m ind  fo r  f e a r  o f  be ing  uncon- 
v e r t ed ;  o the r s  f o r  f e a r  t h ey  h ad  been  a l l  a l ong  
building on a righteousness of their own, and were  
s t i l l  in the gal l  of  bi t terness  and bond of iniquity.  
Some under f l ighty,  and others  under s t rong con- 
victions of their s ins and sinfulness,  guilt  and con- 
demnation, the wrath and curse of God upon them,  
their impotence and misery; some for a long t ime,  
e v en  s e v e r a l  mon th s ,  unde r  t h e s e  c onv i c t i on s ;  
some fearing lest  the Holy Spirit  should withdraw;  
o the r s  h av ing  quenched  h i s  ope r a t ion s ,  we re  in  
g rea t  d i s t re s s ,  l e s t  he  should  leave  them forever ;  
persons  far  advanced in years ,  a f ra id of  being le f t  
behind, while others were hastening to their great  
Redeemer .  Nor  were  the  s ame  pe r son s  s a t i s f i ed 
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with coming once or twice, as  formerly, but again  
and again,  I  know not how often,  compla ining of  
t h e i r  e v i l  a n d  c u r s e d  h e a r t s ,  & c .  T h e  p e o p l e  
s e emed  t o  l o v e  u s  mo r e  t h an  e v e r .  Pub l i c  a nd  
p r i v a t e  l e c t u r e s  w e r e  g r e a t l y  m u l t i p l i e d .  N o r  
were  the  people  sa t i s f i ed ,  wi th  a l l  the i r  l ec ture s .  
But  pr iva te  soc ie t ie s  for  re l ig ious  exerc i se s ,  both  
for  younger  and e lder  persons ,  both of  males  and  
females, by themselves, in several parts of the town,  
now  i n c r e a s e d  t o  a  much  g r e a t e r  numbe r  t h an  
ever ,  v i z . ,  to  the  number  o f  th i r ty ;  meet ing s  on  
Lo rd ’ s  d a y ,  Monday ,  Wedne s d a y  and  Thu r s d a y  
evenings ;  so  the  people  were  cons tant ly  employ- 
ing their ministers  to pray and preach at those so- 
c ie t i e s ,  a s  a l so  a t  many pr iva te  house s  where  no  
formed society met ;  and such numbers  f locked to  
hear us ,  as  great ly crowded them, as  wel l  a s  more  
than usua l ly  f i l l ed  our  house s  o f  pub l ic  worsh ip ,  
bo th  on  Lord ’ s  day s  and  l ec tu re  day s ,  e spec i a l l y  
evening lectures, for about a twelve-month after.

“Some  o f  ou r  min i s t e r s ,  t o  ob l i ge  the  peop l e ,  
have sometimes preached in publ ic and private,  at  
one house or another,  even every evening, except  
a f ter  Saturday,  for a  week together;  and the more  
we prayed and preached,  the more enlarged were  
our hearts, and the more delightful the employment.  
And O, how many, how serious and attentive were  
our  hea re r s !  how many  awakened  and  hope fu l l y  
conve r t ed  by  the i r  min i s t e r s !  And  how many  o f  
such  added  to  our  churche s ,  a s  we  hope  wi l l  be  
s a v ed  e t e r n a l l y !  S c a r c e  a  s e rmon  s e emed  t o  b e  
preached without some good impressions.
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“As  to  the  church to  which I  be longed,  wi th in  
s ix  months  f rom the  end  o f  J anuary ,  1741 ,  were  
threescore joined to our communicants, the greater  
pa r t  o f  whom gave  a  more  exac t  account  o f  the  
work of the Spirit of God on their souls in effectual  
c a l l i ng ,  a s  de s c r ibed  in  the  Wes tmin s t e r  As s em- 
bly’ s  Shorter  Catechism, than I  was wont to meet  
wi th before ;  bes ides  many other s  I  could not  but  
have charity for, who refrained from coming to the  
table of  the Lord, for want of  a  sat i s fying view of  
the work of conversion.”

By Dr .  Co lman ’ s  l e t t e r  o f  June  8 ,  1741 ,  i t  ap- 
pea r s  tha t  in  1741 ,  in  Apr i l ,  the re  were  n ine  o r  
t en ,  and  in  May ,  n ine teen  added  to  the  church ;  
“among whom” ( says  the Doctor )  “were many of  
the  r i ch  and  po l i t e  o f  ou r  son s  and  daugh te r s . ”  
And  Rev .  Mr .  We ld ,  s en io r  p a s t o r  o f  t h i s  n ew  
North ,  ju s t  now in forms  me,  wi th  re spec t  to  h i s  
church and people ,  in  the fo l lowing words :  “Ad- 
mi s s ion s  to  fu l l  communion ,  o f  tho se  hope fu l l y  
wrought upon in the late day of grace,  about 160;  
o f  which 102 f rom January  1741 to  1742.  Of  the  
a bove  men t i oned ,  b y  f a r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  h a v e  
s i n ce  g i ven  hope fu l  s i gn s  o f  s a v ing  conve r s i on .  
And many more give good evidence of  grace;  but  
cannot be prevai led upon to come to the table of  
the Lord.”

The  r e a s on  why  many  i n  t h i s  a nd  o the r  con- 
gregat ions kept back from profess ing rel igion, was  
tha t  Mr.  Tennent ,  who fo l lowed White f ie ld ,  had  
cautioned people against taking covenant vows and 
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obligat ions upon them without evidence of regen- 
eration. In view of these cautions, many, of whom  
the i r  p a s to r s  though t  f avo r ab ly ,  were  kep t  back  
f rom the tab le  o f  the Lord.  Mr.  Tennent  d id  not  
wish to encourage either hypocrites, or the impen- 
i tent  to come into the v i s ib le  church.  In th i s  re- 
vival ,  persons were not hast i ly ,  nor without much  
pains-taking, admitted to the table of the Lord.

“ In  t h e  y e a r  1 741 ,  t h e  v e r y  f a c e  o f  t h e  t own  
s e e m e d  s t r a n g e l y  a l t e r e d ,  S o m e  w h o  h a d  n o t  
been here s ince the fa l l  before, have told me their  
s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e  ch ange  i n  t h e  g ene r a l  l ook  and  
c a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  peop l e ,  a s  s oon  a s  t h ey  l anded .  
Even the  negroe s  and  boys  in  the  s t ree t s  su rpr i - 
s ing ly  l e f t  the i r  u sua l  rudene s s .  I  knew many o f  
t h e s e  h ad  been  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t ed ,  and  now we r e  
fo rmed  in to  r e l i g iou s  soc i e t i e s .  And  one  o f  ou r  
wor thy  gen t l emen  exp re s s i ng  h i s  wonde r  a t  t he  
remarkable change,  informed me, that  whereas  he  
used with others on Saturday evenings to vis i t  the  
taverns,  in order to clear them of the town inhab- 
i t an t s ,  t hey  were  wont  to  f i nd  many  the re ,  and  
mee t  w i th  t roub l e  t o  g e t  t hem away ;  bu t  now,  
having gone at these seasons again, he found them  
emp ty  o f  a l l  bu t  l odge r s .  And  thu s  s ucce s s f u l l y  
did this  divine work, as above described, go on in  
town,  without  any l i sp ,  a s  I  remember of  a  sepa- 
ration, either in this town or province, for above a  
year and a half after Mr. Whitefield left us.”

Large addit ions were made to the eight Congre- 
gational and the two Presbyterian societies then in 
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town; “the greater part  of  them gave their  pastors  
a  more exact  account of  the work of the Spir i t  of  
God on their hearts than they were wont to do be- 
fore .”  Nor  was  the i r  r ighteousnes s  l ike  the  ear ly  
c l o u d ,  o r  m o r n i n g  d e w  t h a t  p a s s e t h  a w a y .  O f  
those who were received into the church in Brat- 
t le  s t reet ,  Mr.  Colman remarked more than three  
years af ter the commencement of the revival ,  “the  
good f ru i t s  o f  the i r  ab id ing  p ro fe s s ion  unto  th i s  
day,  in a  meek,  d i screet ,  v i r tuous  and pious  con- 
v e r s a t i on ,  g i v e  me  p l e a s u r e  a nd  s a t i s f a c t i on  i n  
them from day to day.”

Mr .  P r ince  t e s t i f i e s  a t  s t i l l  a  l a t e r  pe r iod ,  “o f  
our  numerous  addi t ions ,  wi th one except ion,  the  
conver s a t ion  a s  f a r  a s  I  know,  i s  a s  becomes  the  
gospe l .  Nor do I  hear  o f  any in  any of  the other  
churches in town, that have fa l len into censurable  
evil, except a few at the New North.”

This  rev iva l  a f fec ted the grea t  mas s  o f  the pop- 
u l a t ion ,  young and o ld ,  h igh  and low,  bond and  
f r e e .  The  town wa s  i n  a  g r e a t  mea su re  b rough t  
back to the s tate of  the f i r s t  age of  New England.  
I t  was  no new spir i t  infused into the churches .  I t  
was  the  rev iva l  o f  the  s ame sp i r i t  in  which  they  
h ad  b e en  p l a n t e d .  I t  wa s  a  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  s ame  
spirit  that animated Cotton, Winthrop, Wilson and  
S h e p e r d .  T h e  s a m e  H o l y  S p i r i t  t h a t  p l a n t e d ,  
watered the churches  in  Boston.  The Holy Spir i t  
was in the midst  of these churches in the f i r s t  age  
of  New England,  and now he returned to take up  
his abode with them again.
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CHAPTER II .

Hopes respecting the Revival of 1740—Causes of the declen- 
sion of Religion—The commencement of its Revival soon  
after the beginning of the present century—Old South Church 
—Park Street Church—Union Church, Essex street.

The hopes of many, at the commencement of the  
revival  of  1740, were highly rai sed.  I t  was sa id by  
one who was well  qual i f ied to judge of i t s  charac- 
ter, that, “at its commencement, it  appears to have  
been in an unusual  degree,  a  s i lent ,  powerful  and  
glorious work of the Spirit  of God—the simple ef- 
fect of the truth applied to the conscience, accom- 
panied by his  convert ing grace.  So auspicious,  in- 
deed,  was  the opening of  the memorable  work of  
God,  and so rapid i t s  progres s ,  tha t  the promised  
reign of Christ was believed by many to be actually  
begun.  Had i t  cont inued of  th i s  unmixed charac- 
ter, so extensive was its  prevalence, and so power- 
fu l  i t s  opera t ion ,  i t  would  seem tha t  in  no grea t  
length of time it would have pervaded this western  
world.” I t  was ,  however,  begun to be opposed by  
the enemies of  vi ta l  re l igion, and that with a vio- 
l ence  propor t ioned to  i t s  p reva lence  and  power .  
But open, virulent opposition, did not do it so much  
in ju ry  a s  i t s  p ro fe s s ed  f r i end s .  A f t e r  i t  had  suc-
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cessful ly progressed for a t ime, some of its profess- 
ed fr iends thought that  some new measures would  
advance i t  with a  greater  rapidi ty .  Davenport  and  
others  commit ted the greates t  extravagances  con- 
c e i v ab l e .  They  we re  a c cu s tomed  to  add r e s s  t he  
Supreme Be ing  in  such  l anguage  a s  th i s :  “Thou,  
O Lord  God ,  knowes t  a s  we l l  a s  we  know,  tha t  
such a  man i s  converted,  or  unconverted,” a s  the  
c a s e  m i gh t  b e .  They  cou l d  a l s o  d e t e rm in e  t h e  
character  of  individual s  a t  f i r s t  s ight .  Dr.  Colman  
of  th i s  c i ty  says ,  in  a  le t ter  dated Nov.  23,  1741,  
“We have seen litt le of those extremes or supposed  
blemishes of this work in Boston; but much of the  
b l e s s ed  f ru i t s  h ave  f a l l en  to  ou r  sha r e .  God  ha s  
spoken unto us in a more soft  and calm mind; and  
we have  ne i ther  had  those  outcr ie s  and f a in t ings  
in  our  a s sembl ie s  which have d i s turbed the  wor- 
sh ip in  many p laces ,  nor  yet  those  mani fe s ta t ions  
o f  joy  inexpre s s ib l e  which  now f i l l  some o f  our  
e a s t e r n  p a r t s . ”  T h e s e  e x t r a v a g a n c e s  f u r n i s h e d  
the  opposer s  o f  the  work wi th  occa s ion to  br ing  
i t  into disrepute.  In Connecticut,  they resorted to  
open per secut ion;  and by prosecut ion,  impr i son- 
ment and transportat ion out of the colony, sought  
to  put  a  s top to  the  work .  Thi s  procedure  revo- 
lu t ion i zed  the  s t a t e  u l t ima te ly ,  and  b rough t  the  
fr iends of the revival  into greater favor than ever.  
The work was  a l so a s sa i led by sneers ,  reproaches ,  
un f avorab l e  in s inua t ion s  and  s l ande rous  r epor t s .  
The abuses  of  i t  were much ins i s ted on and exag- 
ge r a t ed ;  and  i t s  f r i end s  were  t r e a t ed  wi th  s co rn 
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a n d  c o n t e m p t .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s ,  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  
s oon  a lmo s t  un i v e r s a l l y  c e a s ed .  A  con s i d e r ab l e  
numbe r  o f  m in i s t e r s  a nd  l a ymen  s e t t l e d  down ,  
e i the r  i n to  avowed  e r roneou s  op in ion s ,  o r  i n to  
s t r ange  i nd i f f e r ence  i n  r eg a rd  to  r e l i g iou s  doc- 
t r ine ;  wa rmth  and  engagedne s s  in  r e l i g ion  were  
c onde mne d  a s  t h i n g s  o f  “ a  b a d  a nd  d ang e r ou s  
tendency;”  a  denia l  o f  the  fundamenta l  doct r ines  
o f  the  gospe l  a s  th ing s  o f  sma l l  impor t ance ;  and  
by many,  a l l  se r ious  re l ig ion was  looked upon a s  
enthusiasm.

In addit ion to this ,  the poli t ical  condit ion of the  
country was such as constant ly to agitate the pub- 
l i c  mind ,  and  d ive r t  the  a t t en t ion  f rom sp i r i tua l  
t h i n g s .  A  w a r  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  a n d  S p a i n  a n d  
E n g l a n d ,  l a s t e d  f r o m  1 7 4 4 ,  t o  ’ 4 8 .  W a r  a g a i n  
broke out in 1755, and continued unti l  1760. Soon  
a f t e r  t h i s ,  t he  con t rove r s y  commenced  be tween  
the colonies  and the mother country,  and cont in- 
ued unt i l  i t  f ina l ly  broke out  into open war .  Du- 
ring the eight years of the revolutionary war, every  
nerve of  the country was s t ra ined to mainta in the  
national confl ict .  From ’44 to ’83, during a period  
of  a lmost  40 year s ,  the publ ic  mind was  cont inu- 
a l l y  a g i t a t ed  by  po l i t i c a l  que s t i on s .  The s e  s u c - 
cess ive wars  did much to break down the sanct i ty  
of the Sabbath and corrupt the morals of the com- 
m u n i t y .  T h i s  w a s  o n e  r e a s o n  w h y  r e l i g i o n  s o  
grea t ly  dec l ined in  th i s  c i ty  o f  the  p i lg r ims .  The  
churches that  had been dis t inguished for their  or- 
thodox fa i th and s t r ic t  pract ice ,  gradual ly  became  
lax in sentiment and careless in morals.
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At  the beginning of  the present  century,  a l l  the  
Congregat iona l  churches  in Boston,  with a  s ing le  
exception, had renounced the faith of the Puritans.  
The Old South Church s t i l l  s tood upon the p la t- 
form of the fathers ,  though her pastor was a semi- 
Arian.  But when the enemy came in l ike a  f lood,  
the  Lord l i f ted  up a  s t andard  aga ins t  h im.  In  the  
yea r  1803 ,  the  Bapt i s t  churches  in  the  c i ty  were  
v i s i ted with a  prec ious  reviva l ,  in  which the Old  
South  sha red  to  some ex tent .  Thi s  church  voted  
to have a weekly lecture;  but the pew proprietors  
re fu sed  to  open the  house  for  tha t  purpose .  The  
b r e th r en  who  f e l t  t h e  i n f l u ence  o f  t h e  r ev i v a l ,  
were great ly  gr ieved a t  th i s  re fusa l ,  and began to  
inquire what they could do to enjoy gospel  pr ivi- 
l ege s .  E igh t  b re th ren  fo rmed a  “So c i e t y  f o r  Re l i - 
g ious Improvement,” not judging i t  prudent to term  
i t  a  Con f e r e n c e  Me e t i n g .  They  ag r eed  to  mee t  a t  
s tated seasons and read the bible,  and converse on  
i t s  t r u th s ;  bu t  a t  t h e  commencemen t  t he r e  wa s  
none of their number that could pray. After a few  
meet ings  were held,  they acquired suf f ic ient  con- 
f i d ence  t o  open  the i r  mee t i ng s  w i th  p r aye r .  I n  
this prayer meeting originated the purpose to build  
P a r k  s t r e e t  Chu r ch .  The i r  pu rpo s e  wa s  c a r r i e d  
i n to  execu t ion  in  1809 ,  and  a  chu rch  g a the red ,  
c on s i s t i n g  o f  1 3  ma l e  a nd  1 3  f ema l e  membe r s .  
The  meet ing-house  was  ded ica ted  J an .  13 ,  1810 .  
Thi s  l i t t l e  church and the i r  f i r s t  pa s tor  were  a s - 
sa i led with torrent s  o f  r id icu le  and reproach;  but  
in the name of the pi lgr im’s  God they maintained 
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t h e  f i g h t .  I n  1 8 1 9 ,  E s s e x  s t r e e t  C h u r c h  w a s  
erected and dedicated to the Father, Son and Holy  
Ghos t .  In  the  yea r s  1823  and ’4 ,  the  God o f  the  
pi lgrims returned and visited those churches where  
the  pr imi t ive  gospe l  was  preached.  I t  re su l ted  in  
ga ther ing into Park s t ree t  Church,  120 members ;  
to the Old South, 101;  and to Essex s treet ,  62.  In  
1825 ,  a  church  was  e rec ted  fo r  the  accommoda- 
t i on  o f  t h e  i nh ab i t an t s  i n  Sou th  Bo s ton ,  and  a  
church gathered on the foundation of the Puritans.  
The f r iends  o f  evange l ica l  re l ig ion now began to  
b l e s s  G o d  a n d  t a k e  c o u r a g e .  H e  h a d  b e e n  f a r  
b e t t e r  t o  t h em  t h an  t h e i r  f e a r s .  He  h a d  g i v en  
them en la rgement  f a r  beyond the i r  expec ta t ions .  
In  1826 ,  two more  new house s  o f  wor sh ip  were  
bu i l t  in  Hanover  and Green s t ree t s .  In  the  year s  
1826  and ’7 ,  God was  g rac ious ly  p lea sed  to  g ive  
these  churches  a  fur ther  en largement .  The whole  
number added to these severa l  churches ,  was 735.  
Dr.  Beecher was at  thi s  t ime pastor of  the church  
in Hanover s treet ,  and was great ly instrumental  in  
advancing the cause of  evangel ica l  re l ig ion in the  
c i t y .  God  h ad  s o  g r e a t l y  b l e s s e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  
his  fr iends to rai se up the fa l len standard of piety,  
t h a t  i n  1 8 2 7  t h e y  r e s o l v e d  t o  e r e c t  t w o  m o r e  
hou se s  fo r  the  wor sh ip  o f  God .  Th i s  r e so lu t ion  
re su l ted  in  bu i ld ing  Sa lem s t ree t  and P ine  s t ree t  
Churches .  S ince  tha t  per iod,  churches  have been  
g a the r ed  i n  Pu r cha s e  s t r e e t ,  i n  Ea s t  Bo s ton ,  i n  
Winter s treet ,  in Garden street ,  and a new church  
under Mr. Kirk’s ministry.
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The dec lens ion in  the  Congrega t iona l  churches  
w a s  n o t  t h e  w o r k  o f  a  d a y .  T h e y  a t  f i r s t  e m - 
b r a c ed  t h e  A rm in i an  e r r o r ;  bu t  t h a t  wa s  no t  a  
s topping place;  they s t i l l  proceeded in the down- 
wa rd  r o ad .  When  ch a r g ed  w i t h  ho l d i ng  t o  t h e  
e r ror  o f  Uni t a r i an i sm,  they  for  somet ime den ied  
the  cha rge .  In  1815  they  f i r s t  admi t t ed  the  f a c t  
t h a t  t h ey  h ad  embr a ced  t h i s  s y s t em .  S in ce  t h a t  
t ime  they  h ave  open l y  advoca t ed  the  Un i t a r i an  
doctr ine.  Harvard Univers i ty  was  under the Con- 
trol  of  the pastors  of  the Congregat ional  churches  
in  Bos ton  and  the  s ix  ne ighbor ing  towns .  When  
these original churches went over to Unitarianism,  
the  co l l ege  went  wi th  them.  About  th i s  pe r iod ,  
the  char te r  o f  the  co l l ege  was  a l te red ,  p l ac ing  i t  
in  the  hands  o f  c l e rgymen and l aymen mos t ly  o f  
Unitarian sentiment, and giving them power to f i l l  
their own vacancies.

Such  wa s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  r e l i g i on  i n  1 809 ,  when  
P a rk  s t r e e t  Chu r ch  wa s  o r g an i z ed—and  such  i s  
the  progre s s  which  t rue  re l ig ion ha s  made  up to  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  I t  i s  s u c h  a  p r o g r e s s  a s  h a s  
greatly encouraged the hearts of Zion’s fr iends and  
has redounded to the glory of God.

S ince  the  meet ing  o f  those  e ight  b re thren  who  
h ad  no t  s u f f i c i en t  con f i d enc e  t o  l e a d  i n  s o c i a l  
prayer, what wonders hath God wrought!

The Old South Church.

Was the third Congregational church gathered in  
th i s  c i ty .  Th i s  church  was  o rgan ized ,  May  16 th ,
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1669. The history of the origin and progress of this  
church has been ably written by the late Dr. Wisner.  
She of all the original churches in the city, had not  
wholly departed from the faith of the pilgrims. “In  
the  deve lopmen t  made  o f  the  s t a t e  o f  th ing s  i n  
1815 ,”  s ay s  Wi sne r ,  “ among  the  Congrega t iona l  
min i s te r s  and Churches  o f  the  met ropo l i s ,  i t  ap- 
peared that al l the other ancient churches, with the  
ministers, had chosen to depart from the faith of their  
fathers; and that this church of all its old associates,  
with its pastor, stood firm upon the ancient founda- 
tion, which we believe to be that ‘of the apostles and  
prophets ,  Jesus Christ  himself  being the chief cor- 
ner s tone. ’  And f rom that  t ime to the present ,  we  
have, we trust,  by the grace of God, been built  up  
continual ly on thi s  foundat ion;  whi le others ,  who  
with us  once res ted upon i t ,  have in the exerc i se  
o f  the i r  chr i s t i an l iber ty ,—for  the i r  use  of  which  
they are responsible only to God,—been continually  
removing  f rom i t  more  and more .”  Dur ing  Rev.  
Mr. Huntington’s  minis try,  the “American Educa- 
t ion Society” and the “Boston Society for the Re- 
ligious and Moral Improvement of the Poor,” were  
e s t a b l i s h ed  p r i n c i p a l l y  b y  h i s  i n f l u en c e .  The s e  
s o c i e t i e s  h ave  exe r t ed  a  s a l u t a r y  i n f l u ence ;  t h e  
one in rais ing up ministers for the church at large,  
and the other in preaching the gospel to the seamen  
and  de s t i t u t e  poor  o f  the  c i t y .  Th i s  chu rch  ha s  
ever been distinguished for its l iberality to benevo- 
lent  object s .  More than a  hundred year s  ago,  the  
f o l l owing  vo te s  we re  en t e r ed  on  the  r e co rd s :—



32 boston revival.

“Voted,  that  twenty pounds  be de l ivered to Dea.  
Henchman, for the purchasing of bibles,  to be dis- 
tributed to the proper objects,  as there may be oc- 
c a s i on ;  t h a t  t en  pound s  be  d i s t r i bu t ed  i n  o the r  
books, at the discretion of the trustees; that twenty  
pounds be given to Mr. Josiah Cotton to encourage  
h i s  se t t l ement  a t  Prov idence ;  tha t  f i f t een pounds  
be given to the Rev. Mr. Matthew Short of Easton,  
for his encouragement in the work of the ministry;  
that f i fteen pounds be given to Rev. James Hale of  
Ashford, for his encouragement in the work of the  
minis t ry,  and the same sum given to Mr. Prent ice  
o f  Dun s t ab l e .  And  abou t  t h e  s ame  t ime  f i f t e en  
pounds were given to Joseph Lecombe towards his  
support at  col lege.” Here was a Bible,  Miss ionary,  
Tract  and Educat ion Society ,  a l l  combined in the  
Old  South .  A church  tha t  ha s  honored  the  Lord  
with her substance,  could not fa i l  of  receiving his  
bless ing. The whole number admitted to her com- 
munion up to 1842,  i s  2477.  The present  number  
of the church is 502.

This  ancient  church shared in the reviva l  of  la s t  
winter and spring, though not so largely as some of  
h e r  younge r  s i s t e r s .  The  a t t e n t i on  commenced  
l a t e r  than  in  some o f  the  o ther  churche s .  There  
wa s  no  marked  s e r iou sne s s  i n  th i s  cong rega t ion  
unt i l  February .  God was  then  g rac ious ly  p lea sed  
to visit them with a time of special refreshing. The  
kingdom of God did not, however, come with obser- 
v a t i o n .  I t  w a s  t h r o u g h  t h e  o r d i n a r y  m e a n s  o f  
g race .  There  was  an  increa sed  sp i r i t  o f  p rayer ,  a 
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greater frequency of meetings, and more individual  
e f for t  fo r  the  s a lva t ion o f  sou l s .  As  the  re su l t  o f  
this season of mercy, 42 persons have been received  
into the church.  The graces  of  thi s  e lder  s i s ter  in  
Zion were revived.  This  church has  now at ta ined  
to the age of 173, and has sti l l  al l  the freshness and  
vigor of youth. May she hold on her way with in- 
c r e a s i ng  z e a l ,  un t i l  t h e  Lo rd  s h a l l  come  i n  t h e  
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. Rev.  
George W. Blagden pastor.

Park Street Church.

This  church was  gathered,  Feb.  27,  1809.  At  i t s  
formation it  consisted of 26 members,  21 of whom  
c ame  f r om  o th e r  chu r che s .  D r .  G r i f f i n  wa s  i t s  
f i r s t  pas tor .  He was bold and fear les s  in declar ing  
the doctr ines ,  a s  they were held by the fa thers  of  
New England. The ears  of  Bostonians had so long  
been accustomed to smoother things, that they tin- 
g led  when they  heard  the  gospe l  in  i t s  p r imi t ive  
s impl ic i ty  and pur i ty .  But the return of  evangel i- 
cal  rel igion to Boston was great ly promoted by his  
l a bo r s .  The  cha r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  i n f an t  chu r ch  wa s  
fo rmed under  h i s  min i s t ry .  The  in f luence  which  
she  ha s  exe r t ed  upon the  c i t y ,  count ry ,  and  the  
hea then wor ld ,  was  pr inc ipa l ly  owing to  the  im- 
p re s s i on  made  upon  he r  by  Gr i f f i n .  He  wa s  i n - 
s t a l l ed  Ju l y  31 ,  1811 ;  d i sm i s s ed  Apr i l  27 ,  1815 .  
Rev. S. E. Dwight was ordained Sept. 3, 1817, and  
d i sm i s s ed  Ap r i l  1 0 ,  1826 .  Rev .  E .  Beeche r  wa s 
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o rda ined  Dec .  27 ,  1826 ,  and  d i smi s s ed  Oc t .  28 ,  
1830 .  Rev.  Joe l  H.  L in s ley  was  in s t a l l ed  Dec .  5 ,  
1 832 ,  a nd  d i sm i s s ed  S ep t .  2 8 ,  1 835 .  Rev .  S i l a s  
A iken  wa s  in s t a l l ed  March  22 ,  1837 .  The  who le  
number admit ted to thi s  church s ince i t s  organiz- 
ation is 1180, of whom 101 have been received since  
t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r .  T h i s  
church  ha s  en joyed  repea ted  t imes  o f  r e f r e sh ing  
f rom the  pre sence  o f  the  Lord .  Dur ing  the  year s  
1812 and ’13, the Holy Spirit  was special ly present  
with the word. Again in the years 1822, and ’23, the  
Holy Spir i t  re turned,  and 144 were gathered into  
th i s  church .  In  the  year s  1827 ,  and ’8 ,  134  were  
added  to  the i r  number .  S ince  the  p re sen t  pa s to r  
has been settled, 337 have united with them.

Thi s  church  ha s  l a rge ly  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  the  re- 
v i v a l  o f  t he  p r e s en t  ye a r .  The  in s t rumen t a l i t i e s  
used were various.  Rev. Mr. Kirk labored in con- 
nection with the pastor for a few weeks, with much  
f i de l i t y ,  and  wa s  appa ren t l y  in s t rumenta l  in  ad- 
v anc ing  the  c au s e .  Mee t ing s  we re  mu l t i p l i ed  a s  
the  ex igenc ie s  o f  the  peop le  s eemed to  demand.  
V a r i ou s  me an s  s e emed  t o  b e  s p e c i a l l y  b l e s s e d .  
Whatever was done in s imple dependence on God  
wa s  succeeded .  The  in t e r e s t  f e l t  l a s t  s p r ing  ha s  
partially declined; but stil l much of the fruit of that  
b l e s s e d  w o rk  r ema i n s .  The  numbe r  o f  p r a y i n g  
people has been multiplied, and most of the young  
conver t s  s t i l l  appea r  in te re s t ed  in  the  cau se  tha t  
they have publ ic ly espoused.  One of  the most  in- 
terest ing features of the recent work of grace con-
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s i s t s  in the re l ig ious interes t  awakened among the  
young, especially among the children of the church.  
Many young men have become hopeful ly  subject s  
of divine grace, and give promise of much present  
and future usefulness.

Union Church, Essex Street.

Th i s  c hu r ch  wa s  o r i g i n a l l y  g a t h e r e d  b y  Rev .  
J ame s  Sab ine ,  and  the  hou se  ded i c a t ed  in  1819 .  
A d i f f i cu l ty  a ro se  be tween some member s  o f  the  
chu r ch  and  t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  a nd  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  
church  and the  pa s tor  l e f t  the  house .  Af te r  th i s ,  
the minority of the church was organized, June 10,  
1822 .  I t  then cons i s t ed  on ly  o f  twe lve  member s .  
Th i s  in f an t  church  made  app l i c a t ion  to  the  Old  
Sou th  and  P a rk  S t r e e t  Chu r che s  f o r  a s s i s t a n ce .  
“Severa l  members ,  a f ter  very ser ious del iberat ion,  
consented to a  separat ion f rom their  beloved pas- 
tors and brethren, and were united with the church  
on the 26th of  August ,  1822;  on which occas ion,  
to mark the transaction, and for the purpose of a dis- 
t inc t  de s igna t ion ,  the  name o f  Union  Chur ch  was  
adopted. At the same time, Deacon Nathan Parker,  
by whose pecuniary aid, chiefly, the meeting-house  
i n  E s s ex  S t r e e t  h ad  been  e r e c t ed ,  conveyed  by  
deed the house, and land upon which it  was bui l t ,  
to  a  Board of  Trus tees ,  for  the  use  o f  the  Union  
Church; to be occupied for the worship of God the  
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

On the 12th of November 1822, the church unan- 
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imously made choice of the Rev. Samuel Green, of  
Reading, to become their pastor; who signif ied his  
acceptance,  by le t ter  Feb.  8 th ,  1823,  and was  in- 
stal led March 26th. During the years 1823, and ’24,  
the  Evange l i ca l  Congrega t iona l  Churches  in  th i s  
ci ty were favored with the specia l  ef fus ions of the  
Ho ly  Gho s t ,  i n  wh i ch  th i s  chu rch  p a r t i c i p a t ed .  
During those two years between 80 and 90 were ad- 
mi t t ed  to  the  church .  In  the  yea r  1827  and  ’28 ,  
this church was again vis i ted with the reviving in- 
f luence s  o f  the  Holy  Sp i r i t .  As  the  f ru i t s  o f  th i s  
s e a s o n  o f  r e v i v a l ,  1 1 8  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
church.

Th i s  church  wa s  among  the  e a r l i e s t  th a t  a c t ed  
o f f i c i a l l y  upon  t he  s ub j e c t  o f  t empe r ance .  The  
church unanimously resolved, on the 28th of March,  
1827, “that we wil l  not use ardent spirit  ourselves,  
nor permit its use in our families, except for medi- 
cal purposes.”

By vote  of  the church,  one-th i rd  of  the co l lec- 
t ions at  the communion seasons i s  appropriated to  
const i tute  a  fund for  the support  of  such fami l ie s  
of  the pastors  of  thi s  church as  may need char i ta- 
ble assistance; and the other two-thirds, for the use  
o f  the poor  of  the church.  S ince th i s  church was  
organized,  940 have been admitted to i t s  commu- 
n ion .  I t s  p re sen t  number  i s  572 .  S ince  the  com- 
mencement of the year 1842, 52 persons have been  
received.

In the revival of the present year, this church has  
not  shared so large ly a s  some others ;  but  s t i l l  she 
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ha s  no t  been  l e f t  unb l e s s ed .  A s  f a r  b a ck  a s  l a s t  
au tumn some o f  her  member s  were  rev ived ,  and  
felt in an unusual degree the spirit of prayer. They  
cried continual ly for God to revive his work. This  
cry entered into the ears  of the Lord of Sabbaoth,  
and he heard their cry. God sent down gracious an- 
swe r s  f r om  h i s  t h r one .  I nd i v i du a l  c a s e s  o f  c o - 
nviction and conversion soon began to appear. The  
work was not so extensive as the praying people, at  
t imes, hoped that it  would be; but st i l l  this church  
has  rea l  cause  for  gra t i tude for  the convers ion of  
50  sou l s .  Those  tha t  have profe s sed re l ig ion thus  
f a r  appea r  we l l .  They  have  no t  been  ha s t i l y  r e - 
ce ived .  In  mos t  c a s e s ,  some  t ime  ha s  been  pe r - 
mitted to elapse between the hopeful conversion of  
individuals and their reception into the communion  
of the church.

The  i n s t r umen t a l i t i e s  u s ed  i n  c a r r y i ng  on  t he  
work, were the s tated labors of the pastor and the  
prayers  and persona l  e f for t s  of  the brethren.  This  
church fe l t  to some extent her responsibi l i ty .  She  
did not feel as though the whole work of convert- 
ing soul s  res ted upon the shoulders  of  her  pas tor .  
He must  indeed have his  appropriate work, as  the  
l e ade r  o f  the  “ s ac r amenta l  ho s t  o f  God ’ s  e l ec t .”  
But he could not do his  own work and theirs  too.  
M a n y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  b y  t h e i r  
p r aye r s  and  e f f o r t s  s u s t a i ned  the  hand s  o f  t he i r  
pa s to r .  Had  the re  been  more  p r aye r  and  g rea t e r  
e f for t s ,  th i s  church would undoubtedly have seen  
more of  the work of  the Lord than they did.  May 



38 boston revival.

t h e  Lo r d  s p e ed i l y  r e v i v e  t h em  a g a i n ,  a nd  l e a d  
them to  con sec r a t e  themse lve s  r enewed ly  to  h i s  
service.

CHAPTER III .

Greek street Church—Philips’s Church, South Boston—Bow- 
doin street Church—Salem Church—Pine street Church— 
Maverick Church, East Boston.

Green Street Church.

Rev.  Wm. Jenks ,  D.  D. ,  pa s tor  o f  th i s  church ,  
commenced h i s  l abor s  among seamen and among  
the  poor  i n  1818 .  Mee t ing s  we re  he ld  a t  a  h a l l  
over the stores on Central  wharf ,  and in a miss ion  
h o u s e ,  e r e c t e d  o n  B u t o l p h  s t r e e t .  D r .  J e n k s  
p r e a c h e d  h a l f  o f  t h e  S a b b a t h  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  
places. The church in Green street grew out of his mis- 
s ionary labors .  The church was gathered Dec.  30,  
1823. At i t s  organizat ion, i t  consi s ted of  18 mem- 
bers .  Nearly 400 persons have been received s ince  
that  t ime. The most  that  have ever been admitted  
in one year was in 1827, which was 99. The meeting- 
house was erected in 1826.
In  a  l e t te r  to  the  wr i te r  o f  th i s  work ,  the  pa s tor  
g ives  the  fo l lowing account  o f  the  rev iva l  o f  the 



 congregational churches. 39

present year: “In reply to your inquiries respecting  
the recent work of grace in our religious society, I  
feel i t  necessary to look back to a previous period.  
For there had been, as you are doubtless aware, an  
unusual attention to religion in the preceding year,  
mani fes t ing i t se l f  in severa l  of  our churches .  This  
had led to the inst i tut ion of  the morning meet ing  
fo r  p r aye r  a t  Pa rk  s t r ee t  ve s t r y—a mee t ing  tha t  
cal led forth much or the spiri t  of piety, and of ar- 
d e n t  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  s o u l s .  S e v e r a l  
members of our church and society frequented these  
meetings, and appeared to derive from them a great  
benef i t .  The spir i t  of  prayer ,  too,  was percept ible  
in our own vestry, and its increase was apparent in  
1840. Such, indeed, had been the power of divine  
g race  in  a  few conver s ions  o f  tha t  year ,  tha t  the  
memory of them was exceedingly fe l t ,  and excited  
no l i t t le engagedness in the minds of the brethren.  
The preaching of the Rev. Mr. Kirk in Park street,  
which was  a t tended by a  large number of  people ,  
s eemed a t  l ea s t  to  g ive  v igor  to  the  a t tent ion to  
which I now allude, and to add to it solemnity and  
interes t .  Twenty-two were admit ted to our  com- 
munion during that year. Towards the close of 1841,  
very decided cases of serious inquiry were apparent.  
Many at tended the preaching of  Rev.  Mr.  Knapp,  
a nd  l i s t e n ed  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  s e r i ou sn e s s  t o  h i s  
warm and energetic appeals ,  and st irr ing represen- 
ta t ions .  A young couple  reso lved on the f i r s t  day  
of the year, that they would seek in earnest an in- 
terest in the great salvation. Not long after, I trust, 
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i t  w a s  f o u n d .  O u r  m e e t i n g s  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  
more  deep ly  so l emn,  un t i l ,  a t  l eng th ,  when  the  
number who professed to have found the peace of  
the gospel ,  had amounted to about 40,  as  I  judge,  
the church voted to invite Rev. Mr. Knapp to come  
and  ho ld  a  s e r i e s  o f  mee t ing s  wi th  u s .  He  came  
and  l abored  wi th  u s  one  week .  Dur ing  a  pa r t  o f  
the following week, Rev. Mr. Kirk, whom, author- 
ized by a vote of the church, I  had previously in- 
vited, labored with us, unti l  the meetings were re- 
moved to the meeting-house in Bowdoin street, and  
continued there for a considerable t ime. From the  
time of commencing the series of meetings to their  
c lose,  out of  the number of  apparent convers ions ,  
which I have no means of specifying, ten have been  
reckoned of such as  have usual ly worshipped with  
us .  Hence i t  ha s  been judged tha t  the  number  o f  
ins tances ,  which in the judgment  of  char i ty ,  may  
be  accounted conver s ions ,  in  per sons  a t t ached to  
Green s treet  society,  was about 50.  41 have s ince,  
at  di f ferent t imes,  been added to our communion.  
Eight or ten bes ide these have expressed re l ig ious  
hopes .  In  one f ami ly  f ive ,  in  another  s ix ,  and in  
another  four  in s tances  o f  happy renewal  o f  hear t  
was  re joiced in.  Husbands  and wives ,  parents  and  
chi ldren,  found a new sat i s fact ion in the t ies  that  
united them, and could bend the knee together be- 
fore the throne of grace. The subjects of the work  
were of various ages,  and thus far ,  no instance has  
occu r r ed  in  wh ich  church  cen su re  ha s  appea red  
nece s s a r y . ”  P r e s en t  numbe r  o f  chu r ch  membe r s  
256.
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Philips’s Church, South Boston.

This  church was organized in 1823.  Rev.  Pr ince  
Hawes  wa s  i t s  f i r s t  p a r to r .  Rev .  J .  H .  Fa i r ch i l d  
was  in s t a l l ed  in  1827 .  Dur ing  h i s  min i s t ry ,  there  
have  been severa l  sea sons  o f  spec ia l  in tere s t .  Hi s  
health began to fai l  last autumn; from Oct. to May  
he was unable to preach more than half of the day.  
“The  s t a t e  o f  r e l i g i on , ”  s a y s  a  membe r  o f  t h a t  
church,  “was  a t  a  low ebb,  t i l l  about  the  f i r s t  o f  
February, when some tokens of the presence of the  
Spir i t  of  God began to appear.  Some of the mem- 
bers of the church had attended in the city, and had  
the i r  hea r t s  warmed by  see ing  and  hea r ing  wha t  
the  Lord  wa s  the re  do ing .  The  p r aye r -mee t ing s  
h e l d  o n  S a b b a t h  a n d  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  b e c a m e  
p l ace s  o f  deep  and so lemn in te re s t ;  the  bre thren  
began to find liberty to speak of their coldness and  
backsl idings;  to mourn over the state of their own  
hea r t s ,  and  tha t  o f  the i r  impen i ten t  f r i ends ;  and  
were  ready  to  pour  out  the i r  f ee l ing s  in  f e rven t  
prayer for the quickening and converting influences  
o f  God’ s  sp i r i t .  As  soon a s  God’ s  ch i ld ren began  
earnest ly to plead for impenitent s inners ,  they be- 
gan to attend on religious meetings, and to exhibit  
anxiety for their own salvation. The number of re- 
l i g ious  mee t ing s  wa s  inc rea sed ,  and  occa s iona l l y  
t h e  vo i c e  o f  n ew  conve r t s  wa s  h e a r d  i n  t h em ,  
pra i s ing the Lord for  what  he had done for  the i r  
souls, and exhorting their impenitent friends to flee  
to  Chr i s t  for  sa lva t ion.  About  35 have connected 



42 boston revival.

themse lve s  wi th  th i s  church by  pro fe s s ion ;  30  o f  
these on the first Sabbath in May, on which day the  
l abor s  o f  our  l a t e  be loved  pa s to r  c lo sed .  Among  
these were e leven male heads of  famil ies .  The in- 
t e re s t ing  r e l a t ion s  g iven  by  new conver t s ,  show  
that while God makes use of various means to fas- 
ten d iv ine t ruth upon the soul ,  the  grea t  lead ing  
result s  are the same. These result s  are a change of  
feeling towards God, Christians, the bible, the Sab- 
bath,  and re l ig ious  meet ings .  The young convert s  
were filled with adoring wonder and gratitude.

“A young man who joined the church in March,  
wa s  awakened  by  the  r e ad ing  o f  a  l e t t e r  f rom a  
former  companion,  which gave an account  of  h i s  
conver s ion.  He rose  in  one of  our  meet ings ,  and  
after stating in a few words what God had done for  
h i s  soul ,  reques ted prayer s  for  h i s  impeni tent  pa- 
r en t s .  A t  the  nex t  commun ion  in  May ,  bo th  o f  
them were found sitt ing with their son at the same  
tab le  of  the Lord.  A man who had former ly  been  
a Universalist, and who had for a long time resisted  
the claims of rel igion, as  presented by a pious and  
p r ay ing  wi f e ,  wa s  b rought  to  r epen t ance  by  he r  
death.  His  appeal s  made in our re l ig ious meet ings  
to others who had pious companions,  were instru- 
menta l ,  we bel ieve,  of  good to severa l  soul s .  The  
rev iv ing  o f  the  grace s  o f  those  who have  been a  
long t ime professors ,  was not among the least  im- 
portant of facts of the special visitation of the Spirit  
of God.

“There are others ,  who, in the judgment of char 
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ity, have passed from death unto life, that have not  
yet  uni ted themselves  with the v i s ib le  church.  In  
answer  to  the  ques t ion,  ‘Has  the  rev iva l  cea sed? ’  
i t  i s  an swered ,  ‘ i t  ha s . ’  ‘What  were  the  apparent  
cause s ? ’  Among these  may be named the  want  o f  
a  pas tor ,  the occurrence of  the season of  the year  
when  our  church  member s  have  l e s s  ene rgy  and  
t ime for  re l ig ious  meet ings  for  prayer  and for  re- 
ligious conference, and above all, the want of watch- 
fu lne s s ,  f a i th  and  prayer .  The  g rea t  adver s a ry  o f  
souls  seemed for a t ime to draw off  from his open  
a t t acks ,  whi le  the  Spi r i t  o f  God was  present .  We  
have occas ion to bles s  God for what he has  done.  
Good f rui t ,  f ru i t  o f  the Spir i t  remains ;  and whi le  
w e  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  f e a r  t h a t  s o m e ,  w h o  w e r e  
a roused  to  more  than ord inary  f a i th fu lne s s ,  have  
returned to their ease in Zion, others are resolved  
in the strength of the Lord, by patient continuance  
in wel l  doing, to ‘ seek for glory, honor, and eter- 
nal life.’”

The  number  o f  church  member s  a t  the  t ime o f  
Mr .  Fa i rch i ld ’ s  in s t a l l a t ion ,  was  37 .  He rece ived  
358 dur ing h i s  f i f teen year s ’  mini s t ry ;  i t s  pre sent  
number is 251.

Bowdoin Street Church.

Thi s  church was  ga thered and house  e rec ted  in  
Hanove r  s t r e e t .  The  chu rch  wa s  o rg an i z ed  Ju l y  
18,  1825.  The corner  s tone of  the meet ing-house  
was la id June 20,  by Rev. Dr.  Wisner,  and an ad-
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dress  del ivered by Rev. S.  Green.  On the 19th of  
J an .  1826 ,  Rev .  Lyman Beecher ,  D.  D. ,  wa s  in- 
s t a l l ed  pa s tor .  Thi s  house  was  de s t royed  by  f i r e :  
Feb. 1, 1830. The new house was erected in Bow- 
doin street, and the name of the church was changed  
f r o m  H a n o v e r  t o  B o w d o i n  s t r e e t  c h u r c h .  D r .  
Beeche r  wa s  d i sm i s s ed  Sep t .  1 832 .  The  p r e s en t  
pastor at the close of his tenth years’ ministry, gave  
a brief history of this church, from which some ex- 
tracts are permitted to be taken.

“The s ta t i s t i c s  o f  th i s  church show,” the  pas tor  
says ,  “a remarkable uniformity of growth down to  
t h i s  p r e s en t  moment .  Dur ing  the  s i x  and  a  h a l f  
years of Dr. Beecher’s ministry, the church received  
485 members, 330 by profession, and 155 by letter,  
mak ing  an  average  o f  70  per  yea r ,  two th i rd s  o f  
whom were  r e ce i ved  by  p ro f e s s i on .  Dur ing  the  
ten years’  ministry of his successor, the church has  
received 700 members, averaging just 70 a year, and  
just two thirds of them also by profession. It hence  
appears,  that the average number received into the  
church annually under the first ,  and under the sec- 
ond ministers, and the proportion received by pro- 
fe s s ion,  a re  about  the same.  The recept ion under  
the  p re sen t  min i s t e r  ha s  been  more  un i f o rm than  
under  the  p reced ing .  Under  the  min i s t ry  o f  Dr .  
Beecher, in the general and extensive revival of ’27,  
there were received into the church 187 members,  
most of them by profession, and at the communion  
seasons .  During the two or three fo l lowing years ,  
the  number  rece ived  was  not  one  th i rd  a s  g rea t , 
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that in 1829 being only 38 in al l ,  19 on profession.  
Whereas  the greates t  number received in any one  
year under the present pastor i s  160,  and the least  
43 .  The year  of  grea tes t  acces s ions  to the church  
under the former pastor was 1827, under the present,  
1836 ;  t he  l e a s t  unde r  t he  f o rme r  p a s t o r  t h a t  o f  
1829, under the present, that of 1839. That the ac- 
ces s ions  to the church under the present  mini s t ry  
have  no t  r e su l t ed  f rom ex t r aord ina ry  means  and  
measures  within,  or exci tements  around i t ,  i s  evi- 
dent  not  only  f rom the grea t  uni formity ,  year  to  
year; but from the fact that the greatest revival,  or  
the most  numerous  addi t ions  were in 1836,  when  
there  was  a  genera l  s tup id i ty  in  mos t  o f  the  sur- 
rounding churches,  and when this church and pas- 
tor did their  own work in their  own pla in,  unex- 
c i t ing,  uni form way.  Through that  whole year  no  
foreign help was cal led in, and the pastor very sel- 
dom exchanged pulpits ;  but fol lowed up from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath a  consecut ive  course  of  subject s ,  
with direct reference to the exigencies of his  peo- 
p l e  a n d  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  s o u l s .  T h e  T u e s d a y  
evening meet ing was  a  cont inuous course of  doc- 
t r ina l  l ec ture s—the Sabba th  evening ,  a  sea son o f  
prayer,  remarks,  addresses ,  and conversat ions with  
inquirers—the Fr iday evening,  a  season of  prayer .  
A l l  t he s e  mee t ing s  we re  fu l l y  a t t ended .  Be s i de s  
the se  were  no o ther s ,  except ing  occa s iona l  l i t t l e  
c i rc les  in pr ivate fami l ies ,  and socia l  re l ig ious in- 
t e r v i ew s  a t  t h e  p a s t o r ’ s  hou s e .  The r e  wa s  v e r y  
l i t t l e  exc i t ement ;  bu t  s t rong  g r app l ing s  o f  t ru th 
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wi th  the  under s tandings  and consc iences  o f  men,  
and the subduing grace of the Spirit on their hearts.  
In purity and depth, in freedom from any thing ob- 
jectionable in the character of the persons received,  
or in the permanent inf luence on this  church, and  
the cause of Christ  in this city and in the commu- 
n i ty  a t  l a rge ,  the  work  o f  1836  ha s  s e ldom been  
equalled.

“It  i s  a very remarkable fact ,  for which the most  
devout gratitude is due, that out of 700 members re- 
ceived during the period of ten years, only three in- 
s t ance s  o f  d i s c ip l i ne  have  a s  ye t  occu r r ed .  Th i s  
must be ascribed, under God, not more to the free- 
dom of the work of grace among us from blind and  
fanat ica l  impulses ,  than to the great  prudence and  
care of our committee.

“Thi s  church i s  now 17 year s  o ld ,  and numbers  
1222 children. Of these 65 have died; 17 have for- 
feited church confidence; more than 500 have gone  
out to strengthen and build other churches. Of the  
great numbers that have gone out from this church,  
have been many of  i t s  most  ac t ive  and important  
members ,  inc luding a l l  i t s  or ig ina l  and par t  of  i t s  
more subsequent officers. The churches planted and  
strengthened by colonies from this church, are Sa- 
lem and Pine street churches. The Central  church,  
in Winter s treet ,  was organized in this  house,  and  
mos t l y  a  co lony  f rom th i s  chu rch—the  E l io t  i n  
Roxbury—the Winthrop church in Charles town— 
the evangelical church in Cambridgeport—the Mar- 
iner’s church—the Free Church—the church in East 
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Bo s ton—the  chu r ch  i n  Che l s e a ,  and  the  r e c en t  
church  fo rmed  fo r  Mr .  K i rk .  A l l  o f  wh ich  have  
received,  by far  more members  and s t rength f rom  
this  church than any other.  Many have, moreover,  
gone from this  to numerous churches near and re- 
mote, in various parts of our country, and some to  
the heathen nat ions .  The benign inf luence of  thi s  
church has been fe l t  not only in this  c i ty,  and vi- 
cinity, but on those at a distance, and on the great  
and  genera l  c au se  o f  Z ion  a t  l a rge .  The  ave rage  
number  r ece ived  in to  th i s  church ,  and  s en t  ou t  
f rom i t  dur ing  the  17  yea r s  o f  her  ex i s t ence ,  f a r  
surpass those of any other church in the city during  
the same, or proport ionate period; and the annual  
recept ion of  70 members  f rom year to year for 17  
yea r s ,  i s  w i thou t  a  pa r a l l e l  in  the  New Eng l and  
churches  of  our denominat ion.  These remarks  are  
made,  especia l ly  those in re ference to the church  
unde r  the  p r e s en t  m in i s t r y ,  no t  i n  the  sp i r i t  o f  
boast ing,  but to honor the establ i shed ordinances ,  
and magnify the grace of God.

“ T h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s t a t e d  
preaching of the gospel ,  with the devotional exer- 
c i se s  o f  prayer  and s inging,  by which the genera l  
in f luence of  d iv ine t ruth has  been kept  upon the  
minds of the congregation—the instructions of the  
Sabbath school and Bible c las ses—and meetings of  
prayer  and remarks ,  which have of ten been much  
favored—social  and personal rel igious interviews— 
al l  these means united to carry forward the work.  
These we believe are the divinely appointed means  
for building up the kingdom of God.”
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Thi s  rev iew o f  t en  yea r s ’  min i s t ry ,  shows  what  
may be done by a  church in i t s  organized capaci- 
ty ,  tha t  keeps  cons t an t ly  a t  work  for  God.  They  
have used those instrumental i t ies  that God has ap- 
po in t ed .  He  ha s  g i ven  them a lmos t  an  un in t e r - 
rupted revival of religion of 17 year’s duration.

During the present  year  135 have been admit ted  
to the church.

The rev iva l  commenced in  th i s  church  in  Dec .  
1841. It f irst appeared by individuals of the church  
humbling themselves before God for their past sins.  
In many ins tances ,  there were great  searchings  of  
hea r t ,  and  renewed se l f - consec r a t ion s  to  Chr i s t .  
Meetings were held in the vestry f rom evening to  
e v e n i n g .  T h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s i v e  w e e k s ,  a  
united inquiry meeting for Park, Green and Bowdoin  
street churches were held at the vestry, on three af- 
t e rnoons  in  the  week .  The work  in  th i s  congre- 
gat ion was one of  great  interes t  and power.  Hub- 
bard Winslow, Pastor.

Salem Church.

The Lord having succeeded every attempt to en- 
large his kingdom, a meeting was held March 21st,  
1827, to consider whether i t  was not expedient to  
erect  another house of  worship.  I t  being doubtful  
whether  i t  was  mos t  needed a t  the  nor th ,  or  the  
south part of the city, it was resolved to erect two,  
one on Pine street ,  and the other on Salem street .  
The  co rne r s tone  o f  S a l em church  wa s  l a id ,  Ju l y 
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17 ,  1827 .  N ine ty - s even  pe r son s  we re  o rg an i z ed  
into a church Sept .  1,  1827.  Rev. Just in Edwards,  
D. D., was instal led pastor, Jan. 1, 1828; dismissed  
Aug.  20 ,  1829.  Rev.  George W. Blagden was  in- 
s t a l l ed ,  Nov.  3 ,  1830;  d i smis sed Aug.  1836.  Rev.  
Joseph H. Towne, the present pastor, was instal led  
June 2, 1837.

An off icer of the church has given the fol lowing  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  p a s t  w i n t e r  a n d  
spring:

“During the la t ter  par t  of  the summer and most  
of the autumn of 1841, the state of our church and  
society was  such as  to cause a  depres s ion of  fee l- 
ing in the hear t  of  Zion’s  f r iends .  Our pas tor  re- 
turned to us early in September, after an absence of  
s i x  week s .  An  a t t emp t  wa s  made  t o  r e s u s c i t a t e  
the  Tuesday  even ing  l ec ture ,  but  the  a t t endance  
was so very smal l ,  that  a f ter  a  few weeks’  exper i- 
ment, it was thought best to give it up. Our week- 
ly  church meet ing was  cont inued,  but  many sea t s  
were  vacant ,  and i t  became a  mat te r  o f  deep so- 
l i c i t u d e  w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e .  A t  l e n g t h ,  a t  a  
business  meeting in Dec.,  a brother was appointed  
to prepare a circular to be printed, and delivered to  
each individual member of the church, calling upon  
them to cons ider  the i r  covenant  ob l iga t ions ,  and  
a w a k e  t o  d u t y .  T h i s  c i r c u l a r  w a s  p r e p a r e d  i n  
manuscr ipt ,  and presented to the church;  but  the  
Lo rd  had  r ende red  i t s  d i s t r i bu t ion  unnece s s a r y .  
Previous  to i t s  presenta t ion to the church,  th ings  
began to  a s sume a  new a spect .  The d i scus s ion o f 
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t h e  s ub j e c t  h ad  awakened  an  i n t e r e s t ,  a nd  ou r  
meet ings  began to  increa se  in  number s ,  i f  not  in  
deep rel igious feel ing. At a meeting for devotion- 
al  exercises ,  Dec. 24, the third chapter of Malachi  
w a s  m a d e  t h e  t h e m e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  e x c i t e d  
much intere s t ,  and we fe l t  tha t  there  was  an un- 
u sua l  s p i r i t  o f  p r aye r  fo r  the  ou tpour ing  o f  the  
Ho ly  Sp i r i t .  A t  ano the r  mee t i ng  t he  s ub j e c t  o f  
f o r e i gn  mi s s ion s  wa s  t aken  up ,  and  mos t  o f  the  
b r e th r en  p r e s en t  s ub s c r i b ed  50  o r  100  pe r  c en t  
more than in former years .  This  seemed to be the  
beg inn ing  o f  the  rev iva l ;  we  ha i l ed  the  sp i r i t  o f  
the meeting as  a  token for good. We had brought  
‘ t i thes  into the s tore  house ,  and the of fer ing was  
pleasant to the Lord, as in the days of old;’ and we  
began  to  an t i c ipa te  tha t  he  would  pour  u s  out  a  
blessing, corresponding with the interest he had ex- 
c i ted in  the hear t s  o f  h i s  people  for  the  cause  o f  
Zion.  The next  Sabbath was  the f i r s t  in the year ,  
and communion day .  Our  pa s tor  preached in  the  
morning f rom I I .  Kings  20 ,  1 ,  l a s t  c l ause .  I t  was  
a  so l emn,  me l t ing  s e rmon ,  and  deep ly  f e l t .  The  
Lord  had  prepa red  the  way  fo r  th i s  s e rmon;  one  
young couple had the very evening previous taken  
up  t h e  s ame  s ub j e c t  i n  conve r s a t i on  w i t h  e a ch  
other—lamented their irrel igious l i fe,  and resolved  
to  commence the new year  by leading new l ives .  
They  wen t  to  the  s anc tua ry  nex t  morn ing  w i th  
subdued feel ing and tender consciences.  The word  
was made powerful;  they were deeply convicted of  
s in ,  and soon drawn to the Saviour .  On thi s  Sab-
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bath, i t  was ascertained that a young man who had  
b e en  s e v e r a l  d a y s  i n  an  anx i ou s  s t a t e ,  h ad  ob - 
ta ined a hope.  In the evening our vestry was ful l .  
I t  was evident that the Holy Spiri t  was there. The  
pastor at the close inquired of those present, if they  
wou ld  su s t a in  the  Tue sday  even ing  l e c tu re  i f  i t  
shou ld  aga in  be  re sumed.  The a s sembly  s ign i f i ed  
their  as sent  by r i s ing.  Tuesday evening came, and  
i t  was  a  precious season.  After  sermon, an invi ta- 
t ion was  g iven to such as  fe l t  the need of  specia l  
prayer  to remain.  About  20 came up to the desk,  
and  wi th  them one  who had  fo r  yea r s  been  su s - 
pended f rom the fe l lowship of  the church.  There  
was a  very deep feel ing.  The Lord had come sud- 
denly into his temple, and it was evident that many  
had  been  b rought  under  deep  conv ic t ion  o f  s in .  
F rom th i s  t ime  i t  b e c ame  nece s s a r y  t o  i n c r e a s e  
meetings,  and for four months a meeting was held  
eve ry  even ing  in  the  week .  The  b l e s s ing  o f  the  
Holy Spiri t  descended upon us most ly through the  
r egu l a r  mean s  o f  g r a ce .  The s e  we re  the  i n s t ru - 
ment s  by  wh ich  he  cho se  to  accompl i sh  h i s  de- 
s igns ,  both in the commencement and progress  of  
the work. Rev. Edward Beecher was providentia l- 
ly with us two or three weeks during the most in- 
teresting part of the revival, and rendered much as- 
sistance to our pastor under his accumulated labors.

On examinat ion of candidates  for admiss ion into  
the church,  even in the season of  coldness  before  
a l luded  to ,  some had  been  b rought  to  f ee l  the i r  
need of a Saviour; and while the church was apparently 
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asleep, the influence of the Holy Spirit had not en- 
t irely ceased. As the fruits of the revival ,  133 have  
been added to the church. We trust  that  there are  
s t i l l  many other s  who have been more or  le s s  a f- 
fected by the influence of the Spirit on their hearts.  
How many of  them have pa s sed f rom dea th  unto  
l i f e ,  t ime  mu s t  d e t e rm ine .  S e v e r a l  v e r y  young  
persons have expressed hopes,  but their cases have  
been deferred on account of  thei r  youth.  In gen- 
era l ,  there was  l i t t le  to be not iced in thi s  reviva l  
which does not apply to those in other places,  ex- 
cept that it was somewhat sudden in its commence- 
ment ,  and rap id  in  i t s  progres s .  One of  the  ear ly  
converts considered his conversion as the direct re- 
sult of the prayers of a circle of wives, (of which his  
own wife was one) who united together to pray es- 
p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  impen i t e n t  hu s b and s .  Th i r t y  
husbands and wives professed re l ig ion on the f i r s t  
S abb a th  i n  May .  The  r ev i v a l  h a s  p a r t i a l l y  s ub - 
s ided.  The cause  of  the wi thdrawing of  the Holy  
Sp i r i t  i s  the  d imini shed in tere s t  o f  the  people  o f  
God, perhaps in the presumption in supposing that  
the work would go on, whether prayers and efforts  
were  cont inued or  not .  We s t i l l  hope ,  however ,  
t h a t  t h e  chu r ch  doe s  f e e l  much  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  C h r i s t  a m o n g  u s .  O u r  m e e t i n g s  h a v e  
been bet ter  a t tended th i s  summer than they were  
ever before in the warm season, and I trust that we  
shall be further visited with the outpouring of God’s  
Sp i r i t .  I t  wa s  remarked  dur ing  the  l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  
the revival, that nearly all who had habitually attended 
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t h e  v e s t r y  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n .  A  
considerable class  of those who are with us on the  
Sabbath, but are never with us in the vestry,  have  
remained unaf fected.  This  c la s s  a re  not  eas i ly  ap- 
p roached .  The  church  a re  a r r ang ing  a  sy s t em o f  
visiting, which it is hoped will reach them.”

Present number of the church, 577.

Pine Street Church.

The corner-s tone of  thi s  meet ing-house was la id  
June 20 ,  1827.  The church was  ga thered Sept .  2 ,  
1827,  cons i s t ing of  45 members .  Rev.  Thomas A.  
Skinner ,  D. D. ,  was  ins ta l led Apri l  10,  1828,  di s- 
missed, Aug. 27, 1828. John Brown, D. D., was in- 
s ta l led March 4 ,  1829,  d i smis sed Feb.  1831.  Rev.  
A .  A .  Phe lp s  wa s  in s t a l l ed  Sep t .  1832 ,  d i smi s s ed  
March ,  1834 .  Rev .  Ar temas  Bo ie s  wa s  in s t a l l ed ,  
D e c .  1 8 3 4 ,  d i s m i s s e d  O c t .  1 8 4 0 .  R e v .  A u s t i n  
Phe lp s ,  p re sen t  pa s to r ,  wa s  o rda ined  March ,  31 ,  
1 8 4 2 .  S a y s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h ,  “ A s  f a r  
back as  the month of  Dec.  there were indicat ions  
of  more than usua l  ser iousnes s  on the par t  of  the  
church,  a l though there  was  nothing of  a  very de- 
c ided character so ear ly as  that .  The deep rel igious  
interest  that  was fe l t  at  the north part  of  the ci ty,  
s eemed to  reac t  upon us  a t  the  south ,  and  many  
members  o f  our  church seemed to  have impar ted  
to them new vigor  and new l i fe  in  thei r  sp i r i tua l  
f ee l ing s  by  a t t endance  upon the  meet ing s  in  the  
c h u r c h e s  w h e r e  t h e  r e v i v a l  h a d  a l r e a d y  c o m -
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m e n c e d .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  a  p o w e r f u l  w o r k  o f  
grace was  in progres s  a t  the Methodis t  Church in  
Church s t reet .  The meet ings  held there were a l so  
attended by many members of our church, and the  
accounts that reached us, from day to day and from  
week to week, of what God was doing there in the  
convers ion of  s inners ,  tended much to deepen re- 
l igious feel ing general ly, and lead us to feel that i f  
we would share the bless ing which God was pour- 
ing out an around us, we were called upon to hum- 
ble ourselves before him. Perhaps the f irs t  decided  
ind i c a t ion s  o f  a  r ev iva l  o f  r e l i g ion ,  were  man i - 
fes ted ear ly in the month of  January in the young  
m e n ’ s  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g .  T h i s  m e e t i n g  h a d  b e e n  
he ld  fo r  some  yea r s  in  a  p r i v a t e  hou se ,  and  the  
average attendance was not more than from 8 to 12.  
Without any unusual  ef fort  being made, the num- 
ber  was  increa sed  to  25 .  I t  became a  meet ing  o f  
much solemnity. The numbers attending this meet- 
ing continued to increase, so that the rooms where  
they were accustomed to meet,  were too strai t  for  
them, and the meeting was adjourned to the vestry.  
It has been continued until the present timer is well  
attended, and open for al l  who may wish to come.  
It is conducted by the young men, and has, we have  
reason to believe, been productive of much good.

In  the  month  o f  J anua ry  our  house  wa s  c lo sed  
for  repair s ,  and was not opened again unt i l  Apri l ;  
our only place of meeting was the vestry,  and our  
congregat ion was very much scattered;  the church  
wa s  a l so  de s t i t u t e  o f  a  p a s to r .  Unde r  the s e  c i r -
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cumstances,  i t  seemed, almost hopeless to expect a  
r ev i v a l .  L abo r ing  unde r  t he s e  d i s cou r agemen t s ,  
the hand of God was the more str ikingly manifest .  
Under the labors of Rev. G. D. Abbott, who preached  
with us two or three months, the rel igious interest  
inc rea s ed .  Mee t ing s  were  he ld  eve ry  even ing  in  
the week, with the exception of Saturday, for sev- 
era l  weeks .  At  the c lose  of  the meet ings ,  anxious  
per sons  were  inv i ted  to  remain for  conver sa t ion.  
The f i r s t  t ime the invi ta t ion was  g iven,  only one  
s topped; at  the second three,  at  the third s ix.  The  
number of inquirers  increased to 75 or 100. A day  
of  fa s t ing and prayer  was  observed,  which tended  
to  humble  chr i s t i an s  be fore  God,  and  l ead  u s  to  
f ee l  our  dependence  more  upon the  Holy  Sp i r i t .  
The  s e a son  o f  t h e  deepe s t  i n t e r e s t  w i th  u s  wa s  
from the middle of January to the middle of March.  
The number of  those that  have indulged hopes in  
C h r i s t ,  i s  a b o u t  7 5 .  M a n y  o f  t h e  c o n v e r t s  a r e  
young men and women,  and about  ha l f  a re  f rom  
the Sabbath school .  On the f i r s t  Sabbath in  Ju ly ,  
f o r t y  w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e  H o l y  
Sp i r i t  i s  now pa r t i a l l y  w i thd r awn f rom u s .  Th i s  
mus t  be  a t t r ibu ted  to  the  re l ax ing  o f  p rayer  and  
personal efforts.

Present number of church members, 278.

Maverick Church, East Boston.

The  Mave r i c k  chu r ch  wa s  i n s t i t u t e d  May  3 1 ,  
1836.  Ear ly in thi s  year ,  severa l  persons were im- 
pressed with the importance of having the preached 
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go spe l  e s t ab l i s hed  in  th i s  p l a c e .  A  mee t ing  wa s  
held to consult on the subject, which was attended  
by only four persons .  A ves t ry was  bui l t  by these  
four individual s .  The congregat ion cons i s ted only  
of  about 30 persons.  The meeting-house was ded- 
icated July 19, 1837, and Rev. Will iam W. Newell  
was  ins ta l led pas tor .  Mr.  Newel l  was  di smis sed in  
1841.  Rev. A. A. Phelps  i s  the present pastor .  He  
devotes part of the time to city missions. A revival  
commenced in thi s  congregat ion in March.  About  
twenty have expressed hopes, a part of whom have  
p ro fe s sed  re l i g ion .  The  pre sen t  p ro spec t s  o f  th i s  
church are better than they have ever been at  any  
former per iod of  i t s  h i s tory.  The church numbers  
about 80 members.

CHAPTER IV.

Mariners’ Church—Central Church—Marlboro’ Chapel—Gar- 
den street Church—New Congregational Church—Conclu- 
ding remarks—Statistical table.

Mariners’ Church.

In  1818 ,  Rev .  Dr .  J enks  commenced  h i s  l abor s  
among seamen, under the patronage of the “Boston  
Society for the Religious and Moral Instruction of  
the  Poor .”  He preached ha l f  o f  the  Sabba th  a t  a  
ha l l  over  the  a rch  on Cent ra l  whar f .  He cont in-



 congregational churches. 57

ued  h i s  l a bo r s  un t i l  1 826 .  I n  1828 ,  t h e  Bo s t on  
Seaman’ s  Fr iend Soc ie ty  was  fo rmed.  On Jan .  1 ,  
1830, the Mariners ’  Church was dedicated, and on  
the 20th of the same month, a church of nine mem- 
bers  was  gathered.  Rev.  Stephen Bai ley of f ic ia ted  
as seaman’s preacher from 1826 to 1828; Rev. Jon- 
a than  Green lea f  f rom 1828  to  1833 ;  Rev .  D.  M.  
Lord  f rom 1834  to  the  p re sen t  t ime .  The  who le  
number  tha t  has  been admit ted to  th i s  church,  i s  
about  250 .  Thi s  church ha s  shared in  the  rev iva l  
o f  the  p re s en t  yea r .  Seve r a l  i n t e r e s t ing  c a s e s  o f  
conversion took place among the sons of the ocean.  
About 30 have been admit ted to the church.  I t  i s  
di f f icul t  to te l l  the precise number of  convers ions  
in a congregation so f luctuating as that of seamen.  
Impres s ions  are  of ten made that  resu l t  in conver- 
s ion,  when the individual  i s  on the ocean or in a  
f o r e i gn  po r t .  The  f u l l  r e s u l t s  o f  p r e a ch i ng  t h e  
go spe l  to  s eamen wi l l  never  be  known unt i l  the  
sea shall give up its dead.

The  p r e s en t  “ S a i l o r s ’  Home”  i s  f a r  t oo  sma l l  
to  a ccommoda te  a l l  who  wi sh  to  be  r ece ived  a s  
boarder s .  I t  i s  now contempla ted to erect  a  new,  
more spacious and convenient house in the course  
of the next season.

The present number of church members is 173.

Central Church.

The  congrega t ion  now wor sh ipp ing  in  Cent r a l  
Church,  in Winter  s t reet ,  was  or ig ina l ly  gathered 
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w i th  a  v i ew to  occupy  the  Odeon ,  wh ich  fo r  a  
n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  t h e a t r e .  S e v e - 
r a l  membe r s  o f  t h e  Evange l i c a l  Cong r eg a t i on a l  
Churches in the ci ty,  made arrangements with the  
Academy of  Mus ic ,  (who had obta ined a  lea se  o f  
the  bu i ld ing )  to  occupy  i t  a s  a  p l ace  o f  wor sh ip  
on  t h e  S abb a t h .  A  mee t i n g  wa s  h e l d  May  6 t h ,  
1835 ,  a t  which ,  a f te r  mature  de l ibera t ion ,  i t  was  
judged to be expedient to form a new church. On  
the  11 th  o f  May ,  an  e cc l e s i a s t i c a l  counc i l  con- 
vened  a t  the  ve s t ry  o f  Bowdoin  s t r ee t  mee t ing- 
house ,  and organized the Frankl in  s t reet  Church,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  6 3  m e m b e r s .  R e v .  W i l l i a m  M .  
Rogers was installed pastor, Aug. 6, 1835.

On the 27th of May, 1841, the corner s tone of a  
church in Winter street, for the use of the congre- 
ga t ion  wor sh ipp ing  a t  the  Odeon,  was  l a id  wi th  
appropr i a te  re l ig ious  se rv ice s .  The Cent ra l  Con- 
gregat iona l  Society was  organized under  the gen- 
e ra l  s t a tu te  o f  the  commonwea l th ,  on the  7 th  o f  
December, 1841, and recognized the Franklin street  
Church as  as sociated with them in the worship of  
G od .  On  t h e  2 4 t h  o f  De c .  t h e  F r a nk l i n  s t r e e t  
Church assumed the name of the Centra l  Congre- 
gational Church, and on the 31st of Dec. 1841, the  
church edif ice, erected in Winter street,  was dedi- 
cated to the worship of God.

Before the church lef t  the Odeon, a deep sol ic i- 
tude was fe l t  that they might enter the new house  
with r ight feel ings.  They wished not only to con- 
secrate the house to the worship of the only l iving 
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and  t rue  God ,  bu t  to  consec r a t e  themse lve s  and  
t he i r  f am i l i e s  t o  h i s  s e r v i c e .  They  a rden t l y  de - 
s i red that  the g lory of  God should f i l l  the house .  
There i s  reason to be l ieve that  God had accepted  
of this  consecrat ion, even before they had entered  
the  house  tha t  they  had  bu i lded  un to  the  Lord .  
The commencement  o f  the  rev iva l  may be  da ted  
back to the t ime when this  sol ic i tude to enter the  
new house with a  r ight  s ta te  of  fee l ing,  was  awa- 
k ened .  Th i s  wa s  a  r e v i v a l  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  
church .  God p repa red  the i r  hea r t s  to  en te r  in to  
h i s  hou s e  w i t h  t h ank s g i v i ng  and  i n t o  h i s  g a t e s  
wi th pra i se .  Soon a f ter  the church was  open,  the  
pastor commenced a series of Sabbath evening lec- 
tures,  on the subject of the death of Christ .  These  
were continued six or seven weeks, and then a se- 
r ie s  o f  evening meet ings  were cont inued through  
s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s i v e  w e e k s .  T h e  p a s t o r  a n d  t h e  
church  pe r fo rmed  nea r l y  a l l  the  l abor .  God  wa s  
p l e a s e d  t o  b l e s s  t h e  o r d i n a r y  m e a n s  o f  g r a c e .  
Many thr i l l ing inc ident s  occurred in the progres s  
o f  t he  work .  They  we re  such  a s  g l o r i f i ed  God ,  
and edi f ied hi s  people.  The enterpr i se  of  erect ing  
the  new house  was  succeeded beyond the i r  mos t  
s angu ine  expec t a t ion .  Pews  were  so ld  fo r  su f f i - 
c i en t  t o  p ay  f o r  t h e  hou s e .  A l l  t h e  s i t t i ng s  a r e  
occupied .  The number  o f  church member s  when  
t hey  en t e r ed  t he  new hou s e  wa s  280 ;  203  h ave  
been received during the present year ,  so that  the  
church now numbers 483.

In looking at the history of the revival ,  as  i t  was 
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manifested in this  congregat ion, i t  i s  important to  
remark ,  tha t  i t  commenced be fore  there  was  any  
g ene r a l  r e l i g i ou s  movemen t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I t  wa s  
s t i l l  and  no i s e l e s s ,  bu t  s t e ady  and  onwa rd .  The  
mean s  p r inc ipa l l y  b l e s s ed  were  the  p l a in ,  d i r ec t  
preaching of  the word,  and the prayer s ,  exhorta- 
tions and private conversation of the brethren.

Marlboro’ Chapel. 
First Free Congregational Church.

T h e  f r e e  c h u r c h  s y s t e m ,  a s  p u r s u e d  i n  N e w  
York  and o ther  p l ace s ,  hav ing  proved eminent ly  
succes s fu l ,  i t  was  deemed des i rab le  by severa l  in- 
dividuals that it should be introduced into this city.  
A  mee t i ng  wa s  c a l l ed  f o r  t h a t  pu rpo s e ,  when  a  
covenant and a code of by-laws were adopted and  
s i gned  by  56  ind iv idua l s ,  be long ing  to  the  P ine  
s t r ee t ,  Sa l em and Bowdoin  s t ree t  churche s ,  who  
were recognized as  the “Firs t  Free Congregat ional  
Church”  in  Bos ton ,  by  an  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  counc i l  
convened  a t  the  E s sex  s t r ee t  Church ,  Ju ly  16 th ,  
1835 .  The church commenced the i r  meet ings  for  
wor sh ip  in  Rich ie  ha l l ;  a f t e r  a  f ew months  they  
r emoved  t o  Cong r e s s  h a l l ;  a nd  sub s equen t l y  t o  
A m o r y  h a l l .  T h e  M a r l b o r o ’  C h a p e l  w a s  a f t e r - 
wards built  for their accommodation. Rev. Charles  
F i tch  was  in s t a l l ed  the i r  pa s tor ,  May 24th ,  1836 .  
Rev. A. A. Phelps was for one year their minister.  
Rev. Mr. Russell is the present officiating minister.  
Mr. Russel l  gives the fol lowing account of the re- 
vival of the past year.
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The rev iva l  in  th i s  congrega t ion commenced in  
Oct.  1841. Previous to that t ime the congregat ion  
wa s  sma l l ,  and  the  in te re s t  wa s  no t  g rea t .  Some  
of the people of God felt deeply interested in having  
a  d i f f e r en t  s t a t e  o f  t h ing s .  Many  ch r i s t i an s  h ad  
l e f t  the i r  f i r s t  love ,  and s inner s  were  s lumber ing  
under the wrath of God.

At  th i s  t ime and in such a  s ta te  o f  th ings ,  Rev.  
C. G. Finney was invited to come and labor a few  
weeks in promoting the work of the Lord. Owing  
to the state of br. Finney’s health, and to previous  
engagements  of  the chapel  for other purposes ,  the  
church  were  unab le  to  ho ld  meet ing s  more  than  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  e v e n i n g s  i n  a  w e e k .  B u t  l a b o r s  
we re  no t  in  v a in ;  the  cong rega t ion s  r ap id l y  in - 
c r e a s ed  and  t h e  t r u t h  wen t  w i t h  t h e  s e a r ch i ng  
power of  the Spir i t  to the hear t .  Some profes sors  
came to the conclusion that their hearts  never had  
been right in the sight of God; hence they gave up  
the i r  hopes  and humbled themse lves  for  the  f i r s t  
t ime  a t  t h e  f oo t  o f  t h e  c r o s s .  O the r s  who  h ad  
wandered  f rom God by  wicked  works ,  repented ,  
confe s sed ,  came to  the  throne o f  grace  and were  
f i l led with the fulness of God. As mult i tudes came  
into the meetings who were connected with other  
churches ,  and who were  in  a  dark  s t a te  o f  mind,  
the most  of  the preaching was directed to profes- 
so r s  o f  r e l i g ion  and  wa s  adap ted  to  s e a r ch  the i r  
hear t s  and lead them to Chr i s t  a s  a  Sav iour  f rom  
a l l  s in.  A part  of  the preaching,  however,  was di- 
r e c t ed  t o  t h e  impen i t en t ,  a nd  i t  wa s  made  t h e 
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power of  God to the sa lvat ion of  some who have  
s ince been bright and shining l ights .  I  commenced  
laboring with the church in Dec.  About that  t ime  
br.  Finney lef t ,  and br.  Knapp came into the ci ty.  
While br.  Knapp was laboring in the north part of  
t h e  c i t y ,  t he  work  con t inued  to  move  on .  The  
m e e t i n g s  w e r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a n d  s i n n e r s  f r e - 
quent ly  came in to  the  l ibe r ty  o f  the  ch i ld ren  o f  
God.

Dur ing the  l a t te r  par t  o f  Mr.  Knapp’ s  l abor s  in  
the  c i t y  he  p reached  a  f ew t ime s  in  the  chape l .  
Some o f  the  conver t s  f ee l  tha t  the  p reach ing  o f  
th i s  f a i th fu l  servant  of  Chr i s t  was  b le s sed of  God  
to  the  conv ic t ion  and  conver s ion  o f  the i r  sou l s .  
Some of the converts  were from the lowest grades  
o f  in famy and v ice ,  who,  s ince  the i r  conver s ion,  
have  g iven  ev idence  tha t  “o ld  th ing s  a r e  pa s s ed  
away and all things are become new.”

Though the  in te re s t  ha s  no t  been  so  g rea t  du- 
r ing  the  summer a s  i t  was  dur ing  the  winter  and  
spring, yet there have been pleasing evidences that  
the  Lord  ha s  been wi th  us .  We have  had week ly  
inquiry meet ings  during the whole year ,  a t  which  
the  repent ing  backs l ide r  and  the  pen i ten t  s inner  
have  f requent ly  been b le s sed .  I  know of  noth ing  
that caused the interest to subside during the sum- 
mer except a want of  a  spir i t  of  prayer and of ac- 
t ive ef forts  to save those who were out of the ark  
o f  s a f e ty .  Wi th in  a  f ew week s  pa s t  the  sp i r i t  o f  
t h e  Lo r d  h a s  b e en  pou r ed  ou t  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  
power ,  and some twenty or  th i r ty  have hopefu l ly 
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submit ted the i r  hear t s  to  the  Lord .  We have had  
preaching four  or  f ive evenings  dur ing the week,  
t oge the r  w i th  i nqu i r y  and  p r aye r  mee t ing s .  B r .  
George  C la rk  ha s  been  a s s i s t ing  me  in  the se  l a - 
bo r s .  Dur ing  t he  p a s t  y e a r  105  h ave  connec t ed  
themse lve s  w i th  our  church .  Of  th i s  number  33  
have joined by let ter  f rom other churches,  and 72  
have joined on profession of their faith. The work,  
wh ich  i s  now in te re s t ing  in  our  mid s t ,  we  t ru s t  
wil l  go on with increas ing power unti l  great  mul- 
t i tudes are brought into the l iberty of  the sons of  
God, to whom be glory for a l l  that has been done  
for us during the past year,  both now and forever,  
Amen. Number in the church, 210.

Garden Street Church.

The  Ga rden  s t r e e t  Church  wa s  o rg an i z ed  Ju l y  
21 s t ,  1841 .  The  number  a t  i t s  o rg an i z a t i on  wa s  
56 .  They  were  d i sm i s s ed  f rom the  chu rch  wor- 
sh ipp ing  a t  the  Mar lboro ’  Chape l .  Rev .  Wi l l i am  
R.  Chapman,  the pas tor ,  was  orda ined Sept .  8 th ,  
1841 .  The bui ld ing  occupied  by  th i s  church a s  a  
p lace  of  worsh ip ,  i s  what  was  former ly  known as  
the  Mis s ion House .  I t  ha s  been en la rged and re- 
pa i red  so  a s  to  make  a  ve ry  conven ien t  p l ace  o f  
wor sh ip .  When  th i s  en te rp r i s e  commenced ,  th i s  
church  wa s  a  f eeb l e  band .  We l l  migh t  they  s ay ,  
“ B y  w h o m  s h a l l  J a c o b  a r i s e ,  f o r  h e  i s  s m a l l ? ”  
They fe l t  to  some extent ,  tha t  i f  the i r  enterpr i se  
succeeded ,  i t  mus t  be  by  the  migh ty  a rm o f  the 
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God of  Jacob.  They cas t  themselves  upon hi s  arm  
and  r e l i ed  upon  h i s  s t r eng th .  He  ha s  no t  d i s ap- 
p o i n t e d  t h e i r  h o p e s .  H e  h a s  i n d e e d  d o n e  f o r  
t h em more  t h an  t hey  eve r  expec t ed .  The  Ho ly  
Spir i t  has been in their  midst ,  f rom the beginning  
up  to  the  p re sen t  t ime .  God ha s  b l e s s ed  the  o r- 
d in a r y  mean s  o f  g r a c e .  E f f o r t s  h ave  been  made  
to some extent, to induce those who had neglected  
p u b l i c  w o r s h i p  t o  a t t e n d .  T e a c h e r s  h a v e  g o n e  
out into the streets and lanes of the city to compel  
chi ldren to come to the Sabbath school .  God has  
given success  to these ef forts .  At no t ime s ince i t s  
existence, has the congregation been without anx- 
i ou s  s ou l s .  The  a dm i s s i on s  t o  t h e  chu r ch  h av e  
b e en  1 26 .  To t a l  numbe r ,  1 8 2 .  The  i nd i v i du a l s  
a re  o f  va r iou s  age s  and  cond i t ion s  in  l i f e .  Some  
have come f rom Unitar ian,  some f rom Universa l- 
i s t ,  and others  f rom no congregat ion at  a l l .  There  
i s  ev idence  tha t  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  i s  s t i l l  wi th  th i s  
people.

The success  of  thi s  enterpr i se  shows what  might  
be  done  in  th i s  c i ty  by  the  chape l  sy s tem.  Were  
there erected three or f ive chapels in dif ferent and  
the most dest i tute parts of the city, a small  church  
of  working members  gathered,  and a devoted pas- 
tor  p laced over them, much good might be done.  
F o u r  o r  f i v e  c h a p e l s  c o u l d  b e  b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  
money that i s  expended in erect ing a large church  
edifice.
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New Congregational Church.

Dur ing  the  yea r  1840  and  41 ,  s eve r a l  b re th ren  
of the Orthodox Congregational Churches in Bos- 
ton, were impressed with the importance of form- 
ing a new church in thi s  c i ty ,  with a view of ob- 
taining the services of Rev. Edward N. Kirk as i t s  
pa s to r .  The se  impre s s ion s  hav ing  been  s t r eng th- 
ened in the la t ter  par t  of  the year  1841,  dur ing a  
season of special  rel igious interest in the churches,  
a  meet ing  o f  pa s tor s  and  l ay  bre thren  was  ca l l ed  
to consider the subject,  Dec. 16, 1841. The breth- 
ren were  unanimous ly  o f  the  opin ion tha t  i t  was  
expedient to organize a new church, provided the  
services  of  Mr.  Kirk could be secured,  and as sur- 
ances given that funds could be obtained suff icient  
to erect  a  new house of  worship.  A committee of  
n ine  was  chosen  to  cons ide r  the  sub jec t ,  and  to  
take such measures  for  the accompli shment of  the  
object  a s  they should deem expedient .  This  com- 
mit tee held var ious  meet ings  for  consul ta t ion and  
prayer between Dec. 16 and March 29th; after ob- 
t a i n ing  the  n ame s  o f  twen ty - f i v e  b r e th r en  who  
were wil l ing to embark in the enterprise, they dis- 
s o l v ed ,  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  t h e s e  b r e t h r en  a l l  t h e i r  
powers and instructions,  and commending them to  
the great  Head of  the church.  During the months  
o f  Apr i l  and May,  the brethren who had thus  a s- 
sociated themselves, met frequently to promote the  
object  which they had in view and hold a weekly  
p r aye r  mee t ing .  The se  twenty- f ive  b re th ren  and 
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twenty-two s i s ter s ,  were organized into a church,  
at the vestry of Park street meeting-house, June 1,  
1842,  and at  the same t ime Rev.  Edward N. Kirk  
was  inv i ted by them to become the i r  pa s tor ;  and  
having accepted the invitat ion, he was insta l led in  
the  a f te rnoon by the  ecc le s i a s t i ca l  counc i l  ca l l ed  
t o  o r g an i z e  t h e  chu r ch .  The  chu r ch  now wor - 
ships  in the lecture room of the Masonic Temple.  
Since i t s  organizat ion i t  has received 35 members .  
Present  number 82.  We hope that  th i s  enterpr i se ,  
which was  begun in prayer ,  wi l l  be  prospered by  
the great Head of the church, and in numbers and  
strength equal her elder sisters in Zion.

I  have  now c lo sed  my h i s tory  o f  the  Orthodox  
Congregat ional  churches of  Boston and of  the re- 
cent  rev iva l .  The churches  a re  four teen in  num- 
be r ,  con t a i n  an  a gg r eg a t e  o f  5 004  membe r s ,  o f  
which  1102  have  been added a s  the  f ru i t s  o f  the  
l a t e  r ev iva l .  I f  we  look  back  th i r t y  yea r s ,  when  
the Old South,  of  a l l  the or ig ina l  Congregat iona l  
churches of Boston, stood alone upon the platform  
o f  the  f a the r s ,  we l l  may  we  exc l a im,  What  ha th  
God wrought !  She has  now th i r teen younger  s i s - 
t e r s .  The  inc rea se  o f  Or thodox  churche s  in  th i s  
city, under God, has been in a great degree owing  
to  the  co lon i z ing  s y s t em.  To  advance  the  c au se  
o f  e v a n g e l i c a l  r e l i g i o n ,  b r e t h r e n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
churches have volunteered to go out and form new  
churche s .  God  ha s  g r e a t l y  b l e s s ed  the s e  e f fo r t s .  
The  s ame Holy  Sp i r i t  tha t  was  poured  out  upon  
t h e  c h u r c h e s  a r o u n d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b a y ,  w h e n 
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they were f i r s t  p lanted,  has  returned,  and i s  turn- 
ing back the captivity of this portion of Zion.

With in  the  l a s t  quar te r  o f  a  century  more  than  
100  new Orthodox churche s  have  been  ga thered  
i n  t h i s  a n c i e n t  c o m m o n w e a l t h .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  
c hu r ch e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  p l a c e s  t h a t  h a v e  f o r  a  
long time been overrun with error.

Those  tha t  adhere  to  the  f a i th  o f  the  p i l g r ims ,  
have been so blessed of God that  they have abun- 
d an t  e n cou r a g emen t  t o  p e r s e v e r e .  He  t h a t  h a s  
multiplied in Boston one church into fourteen, will  
not now abandon them. I f  the legi t imate sons and  
daughters of the pi lgrims are faithful to their God,  
he will reclaim this whole city to himself.

The fo l lowing i s  a  summary view of  the present  
state of the churches.

Churches. Admissions in 1842 Whole No.
Old South, 42 502
Park Street, 101 671
Essex Street, 52 572
Bowdoin Street, 135 671
Green Street, 41 256
South Boston, 40 251
Pille Stl’eet, 35 278
Salem Street, 137 587
Central Church, 203 489
East Boston, 20 80
Mariners’ Church, 30 173
Marlboro’ Chapel, 105 210
Garden Street, 126 182
New Church, 35 82
 1102   5004
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CHAPTER V.

BAPTIST CHURCHES.

First Baptist Church—Baldwin Place Church—Charles street  
Baptist Church—Federal street Baptist Church.

The f irst  Baptist  church was gathered May, 1665.  
Th i s  wa s  a t  a  t ime  when the  na ture  o f  r e l i g ious  
l iber ty  was  very  imper fec t ly  under s tood.  Our f a- 
the r s  tha t  p l an t ed  the  Congrega t iona l  churche s ,  
thought that no other religious denomination had a  
r ight to come here and set  up any other modes of  
worship, or introduce any other rel igious ceremo- 
n ie s  than  those  p rac t i s ed  by  themse lve s .  A  rem- 
nan t  o f  pope ry  wa s  l e f t  even  among  tho s e  who  
supposed that  they had p lanted thei r  churches  on  
the primitive foundation.

The  i nd i v i dua l s  who  founded  th i s  chu r ch  h ad  
he l d  mee t ing s  s eve r a l  y e a r s  on  the  S abba th  be - 
f o r e  they  we re  an  o rg an i z ed  body .  Fo r  ho ld ing  
these meetings they were severely fined, and other- 
wi se  a f f l i c ted  by the  c iv i l  author i t ie s .  They then  
retreated to a private dwell ing on Noddle’s Is land.  
Here they for  a  cons iderab le  length of  t ime con- 
tinued their meetings, when they resolved to build  
t h em s e l v e s  a  mee t i n g -hou s e .  I n  t h i s  t h e y  s u c - 
ceeded in avoiding the suspicions of their opposers, 
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unt i l  their  house was publ ic ly dedicated,  Feb.  15,  
1679.  The opening of  th i s  house  so  o f fended the  
civi l  authorit ies that they nai led up the doors,  and  
the  fo l lowing  no t i ce  wa s  po s t ed  upon the  door .  
“All persons are to take notice, that by order of the  
court, the doors of this house are shut up, and that  
they are inhibited to hold any meeting, or to open  
the doors  thereof  without  l icense f rom author i ty ,  
t i l l  the Genera l  Court  take fur ther  order ,  a s  they  
shal l  answer the controversy at  their  peri l .” Dated  
a t  Bos ton,  8 th  o f  March ,  1680 .  Edward Rawson,  
Secretary.

On the fol lowing Sabbath, they held public wor- 
ship in the yard f ront of  the meet ing-house;  soon  
a f t e r ,  t h e  gove rnmen t  o rd e r ed  t h e  doo r s  t o  b e  
opened again.  But they resolved to take more ef- 
f e c tu a l  mean s  to  c ru sh  the  chu rch .  Many  o f  i t s  
member s  we re  h a r r a s s ed ,  f i ned  and  impr i soned .  
Three of its f irst pastors were at different times put  
i n t o  c l o s e  c on f i n emen t .  One  o f  t h em  wa s  im- 
pr i soned for  near ly  three  year s .  But  a f te r  a  t ime,  
the sp i r i t  o f  to lera t ion began to be bet ter  under- 
stood. In 1718 several of the Congregational clergy  
of  Boston as s i s ted in the ordinat ion of  Mr.  El i sha  
Callender. I mention these facts to show how very  
imper fec t ly  our  f a ther s  under s tood the  na ture  o f  
re l ig ious  l iber ty ,  and not  to cas t  reproaches  upon  
the i r  memory .  V i t a l  r e l i g ion  wa s  ma in t a ined  in  
th i s  church.  I t  shared in  common wi th the  other  
churche s  o f  Bos ton  in  the  “grea t  awaken ing”  o f  
1 740 .  Dr .  S t i l lman ,  who s e  p r a i s e  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e 
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churches, became its pastor in 1765, and continued  
s u ch  un t i l  1 807 .  H i s  wa s  a  l ong  and  s u c c e s s f u l  
m in i s t r y .  Du r i n g  s ome  o f  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  
minis t ry,  he was permit ted to witness  a  reviva l  of  
r e l i g i on  o f  g r e a t e r  e x t en t  a nd  powe r  t h an  h ad  
b le s sed  th i s  town s ince  the  memorab le  per iod  o f  
1740. As this  was the f i r s t  season of specia l  mercy  
t h a t  t h i s  t own  en joyed  i n  t he  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t he  
present century, and as it was the first in the series  
of  reviva l s  that  have s ince fo l lowed,  i t s  h i s tory i s  
now become a matter of deep interest. In the Bap- 
tist Magazine of 1804 and 5, this work is described.  
“ A  s p e c i a l  s e r i o u s n e s s  m a d e  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  
both Bapti s t  churches ear ly in 1803.  I t s  f i r s t  indi- 
ca t ions  were  a  so lemn s t i l lne s s ,  and a  deep f ixed  
a t t e n t i on  on  t h e  S a bb a t h .  The  wo rk  g r a du a l l y  
cont inued to extend f rom week to week,  through  
two or three years.” What are now known as inquiry  
meet ings ,  were not then inst i tuted.  But there was  
wha t  amounted  to  the  s ame  th ing .  “ I t  ha s  been  
usua l  dur ing the fa l l ,  winter  and spr ing months ,”  
says  the Magazine,  “whi le  the evenings  were suf- 
ficiently long, for the people to tarry after the bles- 
s i n g ,  a nd  f r equen t l y  s ome  m in i s t e r  p r e s en t  h a s  
a g a i n  a dd r e s s ed  t h em .  Some t ime s  two  o r  t h r e e  
have  spoken and prayed .  Thi s  cu s tom seemed to  
a r i se  out  o f  the  fee l ings  o f  the  people .  They ap- 
peared loath to leave the place. There i s  no doubt  
but they would have tarried until midnight, had the  
exhorta t ions  been cont inued.” The number gath- 
ered into the First church was 127; into the Second 
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185.  “Although these two societ ies  have been the  
pr inc ipa l  share  in  the  work ,”  s ay s  the  Magaz ine ,  
“ i t  ha s  not  been conf ined to  them.  Per sons  f rom  
almost every society in town, and numbers from the  
a d j a c e n t  t o w n s ,  h a v e  f r e q u e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  o n  
our  l ec ture s ;  and we have  rea son to  be l i eve  tha t  
many have reaped saving advantages.

“The church under the pastoral  care of Rev. Dr.  
Eck ley  ha s  r ece ived  cons ide rab le  add i t ion s  s ince  
the work began.  Thi s  good man’ s  hear t  had been  
much engaged in the work, and would, we believe,  
have  re jo i ced  to  have  s aen  i t  among h i s  peop le .  
He  ha s  f r equen t l y  a t t ended ,  and  a s s i s t ed  i n  the  
pub l i c  l ec ture s ,  in  both  o f  the  Bapt i s t  meet ing s .  
It has afforded much pleasure to the friends of vital  
g od l i n e s s ,  t o  s e e  t h i s  f r i e nd l y  conne c t i on .  We  
earnestly hope that it may ever continue.”

The work was  s t i l l ,  and without confus ion.  The  
go spe l  p r e a ched  wa s  p r inc ip a l l y  b l e s s ed ,  Almo s t  
eve ry th ing  s eemed to  p rea ch.  The convert s  genera l ly  
h ad  a  deep  s en s e  o f  t he  dep r av i t y  o f  t he i r  own  
hea r t s ;  o f  the  in f in i t e  ev i l  o f  s i n ,  a s  commi t t ed  
a g a i n s t  a n  ho l y  God .  I t  r e c l a imed  t h e  p r o f a n e  
swea r e r ,  t he  g amb l e r ,  and  the  S abba th  b r e ake r .  
It made the young men “sober minded.”

Rev.  Mr.  Clay  succeeded Dr .  S t i l lman.  He had  
a  m in i s t r y  o f  a bou t  two  y e a r s .  Rev .  J ame s  M .  
Winchel l  was ordained in 1814, and continued his  
p a s t o r a l  r e l a t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 2 0 .  D r .  
Wayland was  pas tor  f rom 1821 to 26.  Rev.  C.  P.  
Grosvenor  was  mini s ter  four  year s .  Rev.  Wil l i am 
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Hague was ins ta l led Feb.  5 ,  1831;  di smis sed June,  
1837 .  Dur ing  h i s  min i s t r y  190  were  r ece ived  to  
the church by bapt i sm, and 51 by le t ter .  Rev.  R.  
H .  Ne a l e  wa s  i n s t a l l e d  S ep t .  1 8 37 .  Du r i n g  h i s  
minis t ry the Holy Spir i t  has  f requent ly descended  
upon this  church.  The f i r s t  year  a f ter  hi s  ins ta l la- 
tion, 127 persons were admitted to the church. The  
yea r  end ing  Sep t .  1840 ,  75  were  added  to  the i r  
n u m b e r .  T h i s  i s  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  a l l  t h e  B a p t i s t  
chu r che s  i n  Bo s ton .  She  ha s  f rom t ime  to  t ime  
s en t  fo r th  he r  number s  to  a s s i s t  in  fo rming  new  
churches .  Her present number of  members  i s  725,  
of these 27 were received by Dr. Sti l lman; 3 when  
the  church  wa s  de s t i tu t e  o f  a  pa s to r ;  27  by  Mr .  
Winchell; 14 by Mr. Grosvenor; 134 by Mr. Hague;  
and  508  by  Mr .  Nea l e .  266  h ave  been  r e ce i ved  
the present  year .  The pas tor  says ,  that  “a major i- 
ty  o f  the  conver t s  a re  heads  o f  f ami l ie s ,  bus ines s  
men in the vigor of  l i fe ,  s t rong, act ive and enter- 
p r i s i ng .  Our  soc i e t y  men ,  t he  ‘B road  a i s l e  pew  
propr ie tor s , ’  who a re  genera l ly  gospe l  ha rdened ,  
and the las t  to be converted, are,  with scarcely an  
except ion,  subject s  o f  the work.  The members  of  
the s inging choir  (60 or 70 in number)  are near ly  
a l l  conver ted.  In the Sabbath school  many of  the  
chi ldren have learned to s ing hosannas to the Son  
of David.

“The ins t rumenta l i t ie s  employed in  the  promo- 
tion of this work,” says Mr. Neale, “have been such  
a s  were employed in the great  reviva l  on the day  
of Pentecost—the preaching the gospel and prayer. The 
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p r o t r a c t e d  m e e t i n g  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
period of nearly three months, and in which Elder  
Knapp  ch i e f l y  o f f i c i a t ed ,  i s  doub t l e s s  t h e  ch i e f  
agency to which, under God, this work of grace is  
to  be  a t t r ibuted ,  and f rom per sona l  acqua intance  
with Mr. Knapp, and a constant at tendance on his  
mini s t ry  whi le  in  th i s  c i ty ,  I  am not  surpr i sed a t  
the resu l t s .  I f  there  i s  power in t ruth p la in ly  and  
fear less ly expressed; i f  there i s  ef f iciency in prayer  
of fered up in secret  and in publ ic ,  constant ly and  
earnes t ly  to God;  and i f  a  l i fe  of  ent i re  consecra- 
t ion to our divine Master’s wil l ,  contributes to the  
power of  the pulpi t  and the prevalence of  prayer ,  
the success that attends the ministry of Mr. Knapp  
i s  no t  a  ma t t e r  o f  wonder ;  bu t  i s  in  accordance  
with the most reasonable expectations.”

“The d i s t ingu i sh ing  pecu l i a r i ty  o f  Mr .  Knapp ’ s  
character and minis try i s  fa i th.  He has no pecul iar  
ph i lo sophy,  no pecu l i a r  re l ig ious  sent iment s .  He  
h a s  n o  p e c u l i a r  m e a n s ,  a n d  m e a s u r e s .  B u t  t h e  
t ruths  which other chr i s t ians  admit  in theory,  are  
wi th him l iv ing rea l i t ie s .  Hence he i s  deeply  and  
hab i tua l ly  in  ea rne s t ,  p reach ing  and pray ing  l ike  
one  who  be l i e ve s  wha t  he  s a y s ,  and  knows  t he  
th ing s  whereo f  he  a f f i rms .  He  goe s  to  h i s  work  
with the most perfect confidence of success,  seem- 
ing to say with the apostle, ‘I run not as uncertain- 
ly; so fight I not as one that beateth the air.’”

These are the views of one who had full opportu- 
n i t y  t o  s e e  a nd  h e a r  much  o f  Mr .  Kn app .  Bu t  
a l l  good  peop l e  have  no t  the  s ame  v i ews  o f  h i s 
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mode of  preaching ,  or  h i s  method of  conduct ing  
inqui ry  meet ings ,  Many fee l  s t rong objec t ions  to  
them bo th .  Bu t  I  th ink  tha t  the re  i s  w i sdom in  
the  rep ly  made by a  cer ta in  mini s ter  to  a  par i sh- 
ioner  who a sked  h im what  he  thought  about  h i s  
go ing  to  he a r  Mr .  Knapp ,  ‘Oh , ’  s a i d  he ,  ‘ i f  h e  
cast s  out devi l s  in the name of the Lord, we must  
not forbid him, if he does not follow us.”

Pa r t i cu l a r  c a s e s  o f  conve r s i on  connec t ed  w i th  
the First Baptist church.

One man had for a ser ies  of  years  been a drunk- 
ard,  in the c i ty of  New York.  Two years  ago la s t  
winter, his landlord warned him out of his house in  
the midst of the cold season, because he had fai led  
to pay hi s  rent .  His  wi fe  to ld the landlord that  i t  
was  impos s ib le  for  them to  go ;  tha t  they  had no  
p lace to which they could f lee .  She was  then ex- 
pect ing to be conf ined wi th in a  week.  Her  l and- 
lo rd  had  some  compa s s ion  on  he r ,  and  to ld  he r  
that  they might  go into the bui ld ing over  hi s  ice  
hou se ,  a  so r t  o f  sh an ty  p l a ce .  Here  they  pa s s ed  
the  w in te r .  The  hu sband  f r equen t l y  c ame  home  
d r unk .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  t h e y  c ame  on  t o  Bo s t on .  
The husband jo ined the  to ta l  ab s t inence  soc ie ty .  
S h e  a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g  a n d  w a s  c o n v e r t e d .  S h e  
soon  b rough t  he r  hu sband  w i th  he r .  I t  wa s  no t  
l ong  be fo re  he  wa s  conv i c t ed  o f  s i n ,  a ro s e  in  a  
prayer meeting and sol ic i ted the prayer’ s  of  God’s  
peop le .  In  a  l i t t l e  whi le  he  gave  up  h i s  hea r t  to  
the Saviour ,  was  bapt ized,  and thus  far  has  main- 
tained a life of visible piety.
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In another case ,  a  man of  respectable family be- 
came dissipated, abandoned his family, and was ab- 
sent from the country a considerable length of time.  
On his return, his wife received him again; she sti l l  
hoped  tha t  he  wou ld  r e fo rm.  He  c ame  in to  the  
mee t i ng  whe r e  h e  h ad  no t  b e en  f o r  y e a r s ,  a nd  
went  home deep ly  a f fec ted .  He was  so  d i s t re s sed  
that  he could not  s leep dur ing the s i lent  watches  
of  the night .  He had before thi s  been into an in- 
f idel  meeting, heard the bible and the Holy Ghost  
r id i cu led .  Even  th i s  t ended  to  f a s t en  conv ic t ion  
more deeply  on hi s  mind.  He fe l t  tha t  he  was  so  
wicked, that there was nothing but the Holy Ghost  
th a t  cou ld  subdue  such  a  hea r t  a s  h i s .  Th i s  wa s  
his only hope. He is now a member of the church,  
restored to his family as a husband and a father.

Three  b ro ther s ,  a l l  rumse l l e r s ,  have  renounced  
the traffic, and embraced the religion that doeth no  
ill to its neighbor.

During the progres s  o f  th i s  work,  e ight  rumse l- 
lers  in this  congregation have given up the traf f ic.  
The consciences of others have been dis turbed for  
a time, who finally have not abandoned the work of  
death.

Baldwin Place Church.

Th i s  church  wa s  fo rmer l y  known by  the  name  
of  “Second Bapti s t  Church.” Six brethren entered  
into covenant, and constituted this church, July 27,  
1743.  Addi t ions  were  made to  the i r  number ,  and  
in  a  shor t  t ime  they  inc rea sed  to  40 .  The i r  f i r s t 
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pas tor was Mr.  Ephraim Bound, who was se lected  
from among themselves, was ordained Sept. 7, of the  
s a m e  y e a r .  T h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  E a s t  
Greenwich, R. I., “for the sake,” as the record says,  
“of those elders ,  who were invited by us to ass i s t ,  
and who l ived remote and at a great distance from  
Bos ton .”  Add i t ion s  were  made  to  the i r  number s  
f rom most of the towns within 20 miles round. In  
1746 they numbered 120,  and erected a  meet ing- 
house 45 by 33 feet.

Between 1743 and ’90, Rev. Messrs .  Bound, Da- 
v i s ,  S t i l lman and  Ga i r  were  succe s s ive ly  pa s to r s .  
Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin was  ins ta l led Nov.  11,  1790.  A  
p r e c i ou s  r e v i v a l  s oon  f o l l owed  h i s  s e t t l emen t .  
About  200  were  added  to  th i s  church  in  the  re- 
vival of 1804 and ’5, a partial account of which was  
g iven in the hi s tory of  the Fir s t  church.  Between  
1790  and  1814 ,  Dr .  B .  bap t i zed  664  pe r son s ;  90  
were  the  number  o f  the  church  when h i s  l abor s  
commenced, and 450 when they closed.

Dr. Baldwin, during the latter part of his life, was  
the patriarch of the denomination to which he be- 
longed .  Hi s  memory  i s  s t i l l  he ld  in  g r a t e fu l  r e - 
membrance by the christian community at large.

Rev .  J ames  D.  Knowle s  was  the  nex t  pa s to r  o f  
th i s  church .  He was  orda ined Dec .  28 ,  1825 .  He  
continued their  pastor near ly seven years ,  and was  
then dismissed to enter upon the duties  of  profes- 
sor  in  the  Newton Seminary .  260  per sons  jo ined  
the church under hi s  minis t ry.  The ins ta l la t ion of  
Rev.  Baron S tow,  the  pre sent  pa s tor ,  took p lace 
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Nov .  1 5 ,  1 8 32 .  S i n c e  h i s  s e t t l emen t ,  8 57  h av e  
been bapt ized,  and the church numbers  861.  I t  i s  
suppo sed  tha t  th i s  i s  the  l a rge s t  church  in  New  
E n g l a n d  o f  a n y  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  A b o u t  8 0  w e r e  
dismissed to aid in forming the church at Bowdoin  
Square ,  and a  l a rge  number  prev ious ly  to  cons t i - 
tute the church at Chelsea, the Boylston church, and  
the  church  unde r  the  c a r e  o f  Rev .  Mr .  Co lve r .  
The church a t  Char le s town,  the  two churches  a t  
Cambridge, the church at Watertown, South Boston,  
and Federa l  s t reet ,  are a l l  indebted to thi s  church  
for  many of  thei r  members .  She has  been a  f ru i t- 
ful vine that hath sent forth her branches in various  
d i r e c t i on s ,  “Th i s  chu rch  i s  cha r a c t e r i z ed  by  i t s  
enlarged benevolence, its uniform harmony, the so- 
c ia l i ty  and mutual  conf idence of  i t s  members ,  the  
a t t a chmen t  ex i s t i ng  be tween  the  peop l e  and  i t s  
p a s to r ,  and  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  r e l i g iou s  in s t ruc- 
t ion and education of the young. It  has connected  
wi th  i t  the  l a rge s t  Bapt i s t  Sabba th  schoo l  in  the  
city.”

Thi s  church  ha s  l a rge ly  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  the  re- 
vival  of  the present year ;  187 have been bapt ized.  
A number of individuals attribute their conversion,  
under God, to the preaching of Mr. Knapp. Others  
were awakened some by one means,  and others by  
other s .  “We have not  d i scovered,”  says  the  a s so- 
ciational letter, “any difference between these con- 
ve r t s ,  and  tho s e  r e ce i ved  a t  o the r  t ime s  and  i n  
o ther  c i rcumstances .”  The rev iva l  commenced in  
the autumn, and continued through the winter and 
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spring. The meeting-house i s  now undergoing ex- 
tensive repairs ,  and the congregation is much scat- 
tered.

This church has now attained to i t s  99th year.  I t  
i s  not enfeebled by old age, but has more strength  
and vigor,  at  the present t ime, than i t  ever had in  
any  pa s t  pe r iod  o f  i t s  h i s to ry .  The  grea te s t  f au l t  
to  be  found  wi th  i t  i s ,  tha t  i t s  number s  a r e  too  
l a r ge .  The re  i s  no t  room fo r  them a l l  t o  work .  
They s tand in each other ’ s  way.  Were the church  
divided, and did it occupy two houses, they would  
fee l  their  individual  responsibi l i ty more,  and they  
would  accompl i sh  more  fo r  the  cause  o f  Zion .  I  
hope that  ere  long they wi l l  send for th an in fant  
colony that  wi l l  soon have the vigor and s t rength  
of a full grown man.

Charles Street Baptist Church.

T h i s  c h u r c h  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 8 0 7 .  I t  t h e n  
numbered  24  member s .  Rev .  Mr .  B lood  wa s  i t s  
f i r s t  pastor.  Rev. D. Sharp,  D. D.,  present pastor,  
was insta l led Apri l ,  1812. This church has enjoyed  
severa l  sea sons  o f  spec ia l  in te re s t ,  par t i cu la r ly  in  
1827 ,  ’8  and ’9 .  Year  a f t e r  yea r  there  have  been  
mode r a t e  inga the r ing s .  More  than  400  member s  
have  a t  d i f f e r en t  t ime s  been  d i smi s s ed  to  a id  in  
o r g an i z i ng  o the r  chu r che s .  I n  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
last association, this church says, “we have nothing  
new,  o r  su rp r i s ing  to  r e l a t e .  We have  embraced  
no new doctrines, nor have we resorted to any new 
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mea su re s .  We s t i l l  ho ld  f a s t  ‘ t he  fo rm o f  sound  
words ; ’  nor i s  the preaching of  our pas tor ,  e i ther  
a s  to doctr ine,  or  pract ice ,  d i f ferent  f rom what  i t  
was when he came among us 31 years ago.”

The pa s tor  ha s  remained a  longer  per iod  in  h i s  
office than any of his brethren of the same denom- 
inat ion. Neither the pastor or church are given to  
change.  They are not  carr ied away with novel t ie s  
in  doctr ines ,  or  novel t ie s  in  measures .  They hold  
on  to  the  good  o ld  way .  P re sen t  number  o f  the  
church, 370; added the last year, 17.

Federal Street Baptist Church.

Th i s  church  o r i g ina t ed  in  the  “Bos ton  Bap t i s t  
Evange l ica l  Socie ty .”  Meet ings  were f i r s t  he ld  in  
a  ha l l  in  Purcha se  s t r ee t .  In  1827  they  r emoved  
t o  J u l i e n  h a l l ,  i n  M i l k  s t r e e t .  The  chu r ch  wa s  
cons t i tu ted  o f  65  member s ,  Ju ly  16 th ,  1827 ;  and  
t h e  m e e t i n g - h o u s e  w a s  o p e n e d  o n  t h e  
18th of the same month. Rev. Howard Malcom was installed  
N o v .  1 5 ,  1 8 2 7 .  H e  w a s  d i s m i s s e d  S e p t .  1 8 3 5 .  
Rev. Messrs .  Ide and Nott have each been pastors  
for a short period. Rev. Wil l iam Hague, the pres- 
e n t  p a s t o r ,  wa s  i n s t a l l e d  J u l y , 1 8 40 .  “Fo r  s ome  
yea r s  p rev ious  to  th i s , ”  s ay s  the  p r in ted  record ,  
“ a cce s s i on s  o f  f am i l i e s  t o  the  cong rega t i on  had  
b e e n  v e r y  f e w ;  w h i l e  l a r g e  d r a u g h t s  h a d  b e e n  
made on it  by removals from the city, and by new  
churches  formed in  the  c i ty  about  th i s  t ime.”  In  
March, 1839, 31 members ,  many of them heads of 
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f ami l i e s ,  were  d i smi s s ed  to  un i t e  wi th  o the r s  in  
forming the Boylston church; and in the fol lowing  
Apr i l ,  31  were  d i smi s sed  a t  the  format ion o f  the  
F r e e  B ap t i s t  c hu r ch ;  n i n e t e en  we r e  s oon  a f t e r  
d i smis sed to  Bowdoin Square .  A la rge  por t ion of  
the church in South Boston went out from this.

The  a s soc i a t i ona l  l e t t e r  s a y s ,  “du r ing  the  p a s t  
year the labors of their pastor have been twice sus- 
p ended  by  d i s e a s e ,  a nd  many  o f  t h e i r  numbe r s  
have ,  f rom var ious  cau se s ,  been  ab sen t  f rom the  
c i ty .  They have,  however ,  enjoyed an interes t ing  
reviva l ,  in  which the Sabbath school  has  par t icu- 
l a r ly  shared.  They have been making an e f for t  to  
r id themselves of  a  debt of  $15,000, on which ac- 
count they have been able to do less than usual for  
benevolent objects.”

This  reviva l  was  carr ied on by the church in i t s  
o r g a n i z e d  c a p a c i t y .  T h e  p a s t o r ,  d e a c o n s ,  a n d  
pr ivate chr i s t ians ,  l abored in their  severa l  spheres  
to  promote  i t .  The  number  added to  the  church  
has  been 85;  the present  number of  church mem- 
bers 476.
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CHAPTER VI.

South Boston Baptist Church—Boylston Street Church—First  
Free Baptist Church—Bowdoin Square Baptist Church— 
First  Independent Baptis t  Church—Concluding remarks  
upon this  denomination—Stati s t ical  view of the Baptis t  
churches.

South Boston Baptist Church.

Th i s  church  wa s  g a the red  in  1831 .  The  pa s to r  
s ay s ,  tha t  “ the  church  was  rev ived  some months  
be fo re  the  re fo rmat ion  commenced .  No conver- 
s i on s  occu r r ed  t i l l  s ome  t ime  in  J anua ry ,  1842 .  
There  have  been  rece ived  in to  the  church  upon  
the  pro fe s s ion o f  the i r  f a i th ,  133 .  Some o f  the se  
had indulged hopes  be fore  the  rev iva l ,  and some  
a re  indu lg ing  hopes ,  tha t  have  not  ye t  p ro fe s sed  
r e l i g i on .  O f  t ho s e  who  have  j o ined  the  chu r ch  
a b o u t  o n e  f i f t h  h a v e  a l l u d e d  t o  b r .  K n a p p  a s  
arousing their old hope, or being direct ly or indi- 
rectly, the instrument of their conviction and con- 
ve r s ion .  A f ew have  spoken  o f  b r .  Mi l l e r  a s  the  
cause of  their  thoughtfulness  which ended in sub- 
mission to God, though not believing in the theory  
of 1843.

“I should think that  fas t ing and prayer,  exhorta- 
t ions and individual  ef forts  of  both old and young  
ch r i s t i an s  and  young  conve r t s ,  h ave  had  a  l a r ge  
s h a r e  i n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  v i s i b l y  s e e n .  W e 
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have had several  fas t  days,  one of which wil l  never  
be forgotten by the members of  this  church. Nine  
thought that they became reconciled to God before  
the  meet ing c losed .  One,  in  the  b i t te rnes s  o f  h i s  
soul, cried out for mercy, while prayer was offering  
to God, so loud and in accents  so heart-touching,  
that a thri l l  of indescribable feeling passed through  
t h e  w h o l e  a s s e m b l y .  H e  i s  n o w  a n  e x e m p l a r y  
Christian.

“We had  r egu l a r  p r aye r  mee t i ng s  on  S a tu rd ay  
evening for  a l l  who should be named e i ther  ver- 
b a l l y  o r  b y  n o t e ,  a s  s u b j e c t s  o f  p r a y e r .  T h i s  
m e e t i n g  w a s  m u c h  b l e s s e d .  T h i r t e e n  h u s b a n d s  
o f  p ious  wives ,  who were among those  named in  
th i s  meet ing,  to  a l l  human appearance were con- 
v e r t e d .  P i ou s  w i v e s  h e l d  mee t i n g s  t o  p r a y  f o r  
t h e i r  i m p e n i t e n t  h u s b a n d s .  T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ’ s  
o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  m o s t  m a n i f e s t  a n d  s o v e r e i g n  
t h rough  t he  who l e  wo rk .  One  f ema l e  who  h ad  
not been to meeting but once in f ive years ,  whose  
husband said that she must obtain religion at home,  
wa s  s t ruck  under  conv ic t ion  a t  home be fore  she  
saw either meeting-house or minister,  and was ap- 
parent ly converted to God.  Another female about  
s ix ty- f ive year s  of  age,  had her  a t tent ion arres ted  
by an infidel ’s  saying to her several  t imes, ( for the  
purpose of  r id icule , )  “Prepare to meet  thy God.”  
She i s  now a member of  th i s  church.  A man who  
had commenced l i fe  with a large fortune,  and run  
the whole round of diss ipation, was convertered at  
the  e l even th  hour .  Hav ing  spen t  a  l a rge  fo r tune 
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in  v ice ,  he  was  a sked by  a  f r i end ,  “How do you  
f e e l  when  you  t h i nk  o f  wha t  you  h ave  done ?”  
“Th ink , ”  s a id  he ,  “do  y ou  t h i nk  t h a t  I  am  su c h  a  
d——d foo l  a s  to  s top to  th ink?” He was f ina l ly  ta- 
ken s i ck ,  and when he  recovered he  t r i ed  to  re- 
turn  to  one o f  h i s  o ld  v ice s ,  d r ink ing  sp i r i t ,  but  
f ound  tha t  h i s  head  wa s  too  weak .  He  then  r e - 
sor ted  to  wine ,  but  th i s  was  too  s t rong for  h im;  
even cider and beer used him no better.  The con- 
s equence  wa s  t h a t  h e  beg an  t o  t h i n k ,  and  soon  
found his  way to the house of God, which he had  
s e ldom v i s i t ed  fo r  twenty  yea r s .  Hi s  conv ic t ions  
i n c r e a s e d ,  a nd  f o r  twe l v e  mon th s  h e  m i gh t  b e  
found every day upon hi s  knees  in hi s  s tab le .  His  
f r iends  thought  h im bes ide  h imse l f .  At  length he  
wa s  b rough t  i n to  the  l i b e r t y  o f  t he  go spe l ,  t he  
standing marvel of drunkards, gamblers and debau- 
chees .  He i s  now “foo l  enough  t o  th ink .”  Another  
individual,  who on the anniversary of Tom Paine’s  
bir th day,  1841,  dined with a company of  inf idel s  
a t  a  pr ivate  house and drank with others  the fo l- 
lowing toa s t ,  “The b ib le  and pr ie s tc ra f t ,  may we  
l ive to see them both t rampled in the mud under  
our  fee t ,”  was  o f  the  number  conver ted .  He had  
been made the subject of  specia l  prayer by several  
of his fr iends a number of years before his conver- 
sion. The individual who gave the toast at the Tom  
Paine dinner, was deprived of health and in a fit of  
de rangement  k i l l ed  h imse l f .  He was  conf ined  by  
h i s  s u f f e r i ng s  i n  t he  f ou r th  s t o ry  o f  a  boa rd ing  
house, and in his delirium thought that the devil was 
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a f te r  h im and to  e scape  h i s  g ra sp  p lunged out  o f  
t h e  w i n d o w ,  a n d  f a l l i n g  u p o n  t h e  c u r b - s t o n e  
d a s h ed  h i s  b r a i n s  ou t .  Th i s  o c cu r r en c e  l e d  h i s  
acqua intance  to  re f lec t  upon h i s  l i f e .  He became  
a temperance man. His  convict ions s t i l l  increased;  
he however formed a determination that he would  
not be converted in the vestry of the South Baptist  
Church.  But  God’ s  wi l l  or  ways  are  not  a s  man’ s  
wi l l  or  ways .  On the anniver sa ry  o f  Tom Paine ’ s  
birth day, 1842, he came into the evening meeting  
in a s tate l i t t le short  of  despair .  He asked prayers ,  
in broken accents ,  that God would have mercy on  
h i s  sou l  fo r  Chr i s t ’ s  s ake ,  and be fore  he  l e f t  the  
vestry he found peace with God through our Lord  
Jesus Christ.

“There was  one more case of  an individual  who  
had agreed to go to meeting in company with ano- 
ther  opposer  (who a  shor t  t ime be fore  had cha l - 
lenged all God’s people to pray for him, a Universal- 
ist) to give the second challenge. His hatred was so  
great to the truth, that he took his companion out  
of the house of God in service time; but now is an  
humble, penitent worshipper in the same house.”

P r e s e n t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  3 1 7 .  T h o m a s  
Driver, Pastor.
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Harvard Street Church, 
(Formerly Boylston Street Church.)

Th i s  chu r ch  wa s  o rg an i z ed  March  27 th ,  1839 .  
I t  has used the “Melodeon” as a place of worship,  
b u t  n o w  o c c u p i e s  t h e i r  m e e t i n g - h o u s e  a t  t h e  
co rne r  o f  Ha r v a r d  s t r e e t  a nd  Ha r r i s on  a v enue .  
“The h i s to ry  o f  th i s  church ,”  s ay s  the i r  a s soc i a- 
t iona l  l e t te r ,  “ for  the  pa s t  year ,  ha s  been one o f  
unu sua l ,  i n t e r e s t .  They  have  r e ce i ved  a  m igh ty  
i m p u l s e  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  r e v i v a l  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  
scarce ly  a  month has  pas sed without  cons iderab le  
add i t ion  o f  number s  to  the  church ,  whi le  a t  the  
same time their gifts  and graces have been brought  
i n t o  l i v e l y  a n d  f r e q u e n t  e x e r c i s e .  T h e y  a d m i t  
th a t  much  imper f ec t ion  a t t a che s  to  them a l l ;  a t  
t h e  s ame  t ime  t hey  g r a t e f u l l y  a cknow ledge  t h e  
mani fo ld  tokens  o f  the i r  Heaven ly  Fa ther ’ s  love ,  
by which they t rus t  that  bes ide externa l  prosper- 
i t y ,  they  have  been  ab l e  to  make  some  advance  
with respect  to inter ior  puri ty and excel lence.  So  
far as they can judge, the steadfastness of the con- 
ver t s  i s  exceeding ly  encourag ing .  Indica t ions  ap- 
pear  among them of  s t i l l  greater  enlargement and  
p ro sper i ty .  The i r  Sabba th  s choo l  i s  in  a  s t a t e  o f  
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t . ”  A  sp ac iou s  ed i f i c e  fo r  the  wor- 
ship of God is just finished.

In 1840, 122 were added to the church; 1841, 45.  
1842, 240;  in a l l ,  407,—27 males  and 280 females ;  
mak i ng  t h e  numbe r  t h a t  h a v e  b e l ong ed  t o  t h e  
church,  in  a l l ,  about  558 ;  so  tha t  the  church has 
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more than quadrupled its original number of mem- 
ber s .  I t  i s  a  cur ious  and interes t ing fac t ,  tha t  the  
pre sent  number  o f  ma le s  bear  prec i se ly  the  s ame  
proportion to that of the females,  that i t  did when  
the church was const i tuted.  The church i s  now in  
a  highly prosperous condit ion.  Rev.  R. Turnbul l ,  
pastor.

The  pa s to r  o f  t h i s  chu rch  ha s  pub l i shed  a  de - 
t a i l ed  account  o f  ind iv idua l  conver s ions .  “Three  
Universa l i s t s ,”  says  the pas tor ,  “one a  young man  
w i th  a  c l e a r ,  v i go rou s  m ind ,  ano the r  i n  midd l e  
l i f e ,  sobe r  and  indu s t r iou s ,  and  the  th i rd  some- 
w h a t  a d v a n c e d  i n  y e a r s  a l l  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  
u t t e r  h o l l o w n e s s  a n d  h e a r t l e s s n e s s  o f  U n i v e r - 
sa l i sm, were brought to the Saviour’ s  feet  and are  
all very happy in the God of their salvation.

“Six members  of  one family,  none of  whom had  
k n o w n  a n y  t h i n g  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  f a t h e r  a n d  
mothe r ,  two  boy s ,  a  d augh te r  and  he r  hu sband .  
The father had read Thomas Paine and was some- 
thing of an infidel, very worldly and self-righteous,  
had neg lec ted the  Sabbath ,  the  word of  God and  
the  means  o f  g r ace .  To  u se  h i s  own expre s s ion ,  
he was ‘ lackered a l l  over with se l f-r ighteousness , ’  
doubted the  in sp i ra t ion o f  the  sc r ip ture s  and the  
immor t a l i t y  o f  the  sou l .  They  were  a l l  b rough t  
t o  s e e  t h emse l v e s  p e r i s h i ng  s i nne r s ,  a nd  f ound  
peace  and  joy  in  be l i ev ing .  The  vo ice  o f  p r aye r  
and praise is now heard in their habitation.

“ A  y o u n g  m a n ,  a  d e c i d e d  i n f i d e l ,  h a r d  a n d 
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prejudiced. But he discovered his guilt and groaned  
u n d e r  i t s  p r e s s u r e .  T h i s  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  i n f i d e l  
cavi l s  and prepared him to receive and apprecia te  
the gospel.

“Another man,  an inf ide l ,  inte l l igent  and agree- 
ab l e  a s  a  man ,  wa s  p re sen t  a t  the  ce l eb ra t ion  o f  
Pa ine ’ s  b i r th  day .  Had prev ious ly  sent  br .  Knapp  
an invitat ion to attend the celebrat ion. Worked in  
the of f ice of  the Invest igator ,  the inf idel  paper of  
t h i s  c i t y .  H e  h e a r d  M r .  K n a p p  p r e a c h  a  f e w  
t imes .  After  he le f t  the c i ty he began,  a lmost  im- 
perceptibly to himsel f ,  to feel  dis sat i s f ied with his  
infidelity and especial ly with the state of his heart.  
T r i e d  t o  p r a y  a n d  w e n t  t o  m e e t i n g .  F e l t  t h e  
power of God, saw the glory of the gospel, and his  
i n f i d e l i t y  wa s  s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  w ind s .  He  t h en  
a cknowledged  tha t  h i s  skep t i c i sm,  though  che r - 
ished with apparent honesty, was the result  of dis- 
ordered af fect ions;  and hence the moment that  he  
began to fee l  r ight  towards  God,  hi s  doubts  were  
dissipated like mist before the rising sun.

“Severa l  Unitar ians ,  or persons who were accus- 
tomed to  s i t  under  Uni t a r i an  p reach ing  and  had  
imbibed their sentiments,  a l l  had rel ied upon their  
goodness  as they termed i t ,  that  i s ,  upon their  mo- 
r a l i t y ,  a s  a  g round  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i on  be fo r e  God .  
Bu t  they  were  conv inced  o f  s in  and  o f  an  u t t e r  
des t i tut ion of  rea l  inward pur i ty  of  hear t ,  of  t rue  
and  l i v ing  love  to  God ,  o f  genu ine  a f f e c t ion  to  
Je sus  Chr i s t  a s  ‘God mani fe s t  in  the  f l e sh . ’  They  
w e r e  h e n c e  h u m b l e d  i n  t h e  d u s t  a n d  b r o u g h t 
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to embrace an almighty and atoning Saviour.
“A family group of seven, most of whom had at- 

tended the preaching of one of our smoothest  and  
mos t  po l i shed  Uni t a r i an  c l e rgymen ,  a l l  b ap t i zed  
together and uncommonly happy.

“A young man on a  v i s i t  f rom the  c i ty  o f  New  
York ,  we l l - in formed,  gay  and wor ld ly ,  heard  br .  
Knapp  once  o r  tw ice ,  bu t  d i s l i ked  h im and  de- 
s p i s ed  the  work  o f  God .  Bu t  he  wa s  wa rned  in  
the  v i s ions  o f  the  n ight  to  prepare  to  meet  God  
i n  j u dgmen t .  Th i s  h e  a t t emp t ed  t o  ‘we a r  o f f , ’  
a s  he expres sed i t ,  and the warning was  repeated.  
He saw the heavens  and ear th wrapped in f l ames ,  
a n d  a w o k e  w i t h  t e r r o r  a n d  a l a r m .  H e  b e c a m e  
t h o u g h t f u l ,  s o u g h t  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  p i o u s  
f r i end s ,  and  p r ayed  fo r  en l i gh t en ing  and  s av ing  
g race .  Af te r  a  shor t  and pa in fu l  s t rugg le ,  he  was  
conve r t ed ,  t r an s fo rmed  and  b l e s t .  I  neve r  s aw a  
h app i e r  man .  He  s eemed  to  ove r f l ow wi th  love  
and joy. Heaven beamed from his countenance.

“A skept ic ,  a  young man of  inte l l igence and re- 
f inement ,  who doubted  the  t ru th  o f  ch r i s t i an i ty  
and  the  ex i s t ence  o f  a  fu tu re  s t a t e ,  opposed  h i s  
wife two years  ago in seeking the sa lvat ion of her  
sou l ,  and  took  no  so r t  o f  in te re s t ,  a s  he  h imse l f  
confes sed ,  in  re l ig ion,  nor  even in  the b ib le  a s  a  
m e r e  c o m p o s i t i o n .  ‘ B u t , ’  s a i d  h e  ‘ I  a m  c o m - 
pletely turned round, entirely changed in my views  
and fee l ings ,  and a l l  wi thin a  few days  and with- 
ou t  any  ex t e rna l  occ a s i on .  Wha t  then  ha s  done  
i t ? ’  He  added  ‘ no th i ng  bu t  t h e  powe r  o f  God ! 
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Nothing but  th i s  can account  for  a  revolut ion so  
sudden.’

“A man in  middle  l i fe ,  a  Sabbath breaker  and a  
lover of pleasure, was arrested, convinced, convert- 
ed, almost before he knew it, as he said himself. He  
was out gunning one day and shot a pigeon on the  
w i ng .  ‘The r e , ’  s a i d  h e  t o  h im s e l f ,  ‘ h ow  qu i c k  
tha t  c rea ture  went  out  o f  ex i s t ence ! ’  And I  may  
go a s  suddenly and unexpected ly ,  and where wi l l  
my sp i r i t  be?  was  the  na tura l  re f l ec t ion.  He gave  
his heart to God and is now one of the most devo- 
ted and happy convert s ;  prays  in hi s  fami ly ,  reads  
his bible, and praises God for his goodness.

“An interesting group from the choir, the leading  
s ingers ,  wi th other  young men and maidens ,  now  
‘making melody to the Lord’ with their hearts as well as  
lips.”

I  sha l l  he re  add  an  accoun t  o f  s eve r a l  conve r - 
sions that do not belong to this congregation.

A  j ou rneyman  p r i n t e r ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  a  f am i l y ,  
while sett ing the types for a piece of rel igious po- 
etry for a secular newspaper, which poetry al luded  
to the work of  God among the South Sea I s l and- 
ers ,  was so af fected with i t  and the thought of his  
own indifference, that he could not for a time pro- 
ceed in  h i s  work.  Thi s  led to  h i s  conver s ion.  He  
proved his s incerity by leaving the si tuation where  
he was required to work on the Sabbath.

Another  man v i s i t ed  the  Supreme Cour t  room;  
his  a t tent ion was directed to the vibrat ions of  the 
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pendu lum o f  t h e  c l o ck .  The  t hough t  o c cu r r ed ,  
“every  v ib ra t ion  i s  b r ing ing  t ime  to  a  c lo se  and  
h a s t e n i n g  on  e t e r n i t y .  E t e r n i t y !  I  am  no t  p r e - 
pared to enter  e terni ty .  I  wi l l  begin th i s  moment  
t o  p r epa r e  f o r  i t . ”  Th i s  r e su l t ed  i n  h i s  hope fu l  
conversion.

One  man  wa s  conve r t ed  by  ob se rv ing  h i s  dog .  
A f t e r  f e ed ing  h im one  day ,  he  s eemed  g r a t e fu l .  
The  though t  c ame  ove r  h i s  m ind ,  “ I  am no t  so  
good as my dog. He is grateful to me for kindness.  
Bu t  God ha s  a lway s  f ed ,  c lo thed  and  t aken  ca re  
of me, but I have never been grateful at  a l l .” This  
thought  d i scovered to  h im the  wickednes s  o f  h i s  
heart. It brought him to repentance.

A super intendent  of  one of  our  Sabbath school s  
wen t  in to  the  in f an t  depa r tment  to  open  i t .  He  
observed a stranger s i t t ing in the room, who, after  
prayer  had c losed,  went  immediate ly  out .  On the  
nex t  S abba th  morn ing  he  ob s e rved  the  s t r ange r  
p r e s e n t  a g a i n .  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  m o r n i n g  p r a y e r  
had been offered, he came up and introduced him- 
se l f  to  the  super in tendent .  “S i r ,”  s a id  the  s t r an- 
g e r ,  “d i d  you  no t  ob s e r v e  me  t h e  l a s t  S abb a th  
m o r n i n g ? ”  “ Y e s . ”  “ I  c a m e  h e r e  w i t h  a  d e t e r - 
m in a t i on  t o  t a k e  my  l i t t l e  boy  away  f r om  t h i s  
Or thodox schoo l ,  and  put  h im in to  a  Uni t a r i an .  
B u t  o n e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  y o u r  p r a y e r  w e n t  r i g h t  
t h r ough  my  h e a r t .  I f  a  bu l l e t  h a d  p i e r c ed  i t  I  
shou ld  no t  have  f e l t  i t  more  s en s ib ly .  I  thought  
I  s hou l d  no t  h a v e  l i v e d  un t i l  y ou  c l o s e d  you r  
prayer .  As  soon as  you had done I  went  out  into 
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the air to get breath, and I have been very wretched  
a l l  t h e  w e e k .  W h a t  s h a l l  I  d o ? ”  T h e  s u p e r i n - 
tendent directed him to the Saviour of s inners and  
inv i t ed  h im to  c a l l  upon  h im the  nex t  even ing .  
He came to  h i s  house ,  was  d i rec ted to  the  Lamb  
of God that taketh away the s in of the world,  and  
c o m m e n d e d  t o  h i m  i n  p r a y e r .  H e  w e n t  a w a y  
f r om the  s upe r i n t enden t ’ s  hou s e  r e j o i c i ng  i n  a  
newly found Saviour.

Dur ing  the  r ev iv a l ,  one  ne ighbor  me t  ano the r  
a n d  a s k e d ,  “ W h a t  n e w s  t h i s  m o r n i n g ? ”  “ G l o - 
rious news,” was the reply, “God sent sa lvat ion to  
my house  l a s t  n ight .”  “How was  tha t?”  “My Son  
c ame  home  f r om the  mee t i ng  i n  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s .  
I  ta lked and prayed with him, and he prayed;  but  
s t i l l  he fe l t  a  burden of  s in;  he sa id that  he could  
not go to bed feel ing as he did. I prayed with him  
aga in;  s t i l l  h i s  d i s t res s  cont inued.  I t  had then got  
t o  b e  m i d n i g h t .  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  g o  
down and  s e e  ou r  m in i s t e r .  We  wen t ,  r ang  the  
be l l ,  and immedia te ly  Mr.  —— opened the  door  
a nd  i nv i t ed  u s  t o  wa l k  i n .  Wi thou t  s p e ak i ng  a  
word  he  f e l l  upon  h i s  knee s  and  p r ayed ;  c a l l ed  
upon me to pray and my son fo l lowed.  When we  
arose f rom our knees ,  my son’s  burden was gone.  
Sa id  the  min i s te r ,  “Perhaps  you wondered tha t  I  
did not ask you why you came here at this hour of  
the  n ight ;  but  I  had no need to  do i t ,  for  a t  the  
c lose  of  the meet ing I  saw the condi t ion of  your  
s on ,  and  had  been  p r ay ing  fo r  h im fo r  an  hour  
when  you  r a ng  t h e  b e l l .  I  kn ew  t h a t  God  h ad 
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s en t  h im he r e  and  I  h ad  no  need  to  a s k  you .  I  
know that God is a prayer-hearing God.’”

A  y o u n g  l a d y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a  f a m i l y  w h o  a t - 
tended meet ing  where  the  fundamenta l  doct r ines  
of the gospel are not preached, became anxious for  
t he  s a l v a t i on  o f  he r  s ou l .  She  wa s  one  even ing  
prepar ing to  go to  a  lec ture ,  and her  f a ther  sa id ,  
“My daughter, you may go to the lecture, but you  
must  not s top at  the inquiry meet ing.  Jus t  a s  sure  
as you stop at the inquiry meeting I shal l  lock you  
ou t  o f  t h e  hou s e ;  t h i s  hou s e  s h a l l  no t  b e  you r  
home .”  She  wen t  t o  t he  l e c tu r e  and  the  f a t he r  
sent  a  spy to watch the daughter  to see i f  she re- 
g a r d e d  h i s  t h r e a t s .  T h e  s p y  r e t u r n e d  a n d  r e - 
por ted  to  the  f a the r  tha t  she  had  s topped  a t  the  
inqu i ry  mee t ing .  A f t e r  the  inqu i ry  mee t ing  wa s  
over ,  the  daughte r  r e tu rned  and  found the  door  
locked against  her.  She went to a neighbor’s ,  who  
took her  in .  She re t i red to her  chamber ,  but  not  
to  s l e ep .  The  n igh t  wa s  spen t  in  p r aye r  fo r  he r  
fa ther.  The father went to his  bed,  but i t  was not  
one  o f  down but  o f  thorns .  He cou ld  not  s l eep ;  
his  cruel  conduct towards his  daughter led him to  
s e e  t h e  w i ckedne s s  o f  h i s  h e a r t  a nd  t o  c r y  f o r  
mercy.  As soon as  i t  was l ight ,  he arose and went  
to the house where he supposed that  hi s  daughter  
was  gone,  rang the be l l  and inquired whether  hi s  
daughte r  wa s  the re .  He  was  an swered  in  the  a f - 
f irmative. He said that he wished to see her quick.  
She  came down.  “My daughter ,”  s a id  the  f a ther ,  
“wil l  you forgive me and come home and pray for 
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me?”  She  a c compan i ed  h im  home ,  wen t  i n to  a  
r oom w i t h  h e r  f a t h e r ,  kne l t  down  and  p r a y ed ,  
and her father prayed. During these prayers the heart  
of the father broke. He became reconci led to God  
and reconciled to his daughter.

First Free Baptist Church.

“This  church has  shared,”  says  the a s soc ia t iona l  
letter,  in common with s is ter churches in the city,  
in  the  ex tens ive  and power fu l  rev iva l  o f  the  l a s t  
w in te r  and  sp r ing .”  They  a re  “deep ly  impre s s ed  
w i t h  t h e  goodne s s  o f  God  f o r  s o  k i nd  r emem- 
brance of his people, and of poor perishing souls;”  
and while they say, “to God be al l  the glory, they  
p ra i s e  h im not  on ly  fo r  the  d i rec t  agency  o f  h i s  
Spi r i t  upon the hear t s  o f  both sa int s  and s inner s ,  
but also for the instrumental i ty with which he was  
p lea sed to  f avor  them and other  churches  in  th i s  
c i ty .  Whi le  winds  o f  doct r ine  a re  sweeping over  
the  l and ,  they  deem i t  pecu l i a r l y  nece s s a ry  tha t  
the f lock of Christ  should be fed with knowledge,  
the  doc t r ine  o f  the  c ro s s  p l a in ly  s t a t ed ,  and  the  
order and discipline of the church faithfully urged.  
They  a r e  un i t ed  and  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  m i s s i on s  and  
kindred efforts for the good of suffering humanity.”

This  church was gathered 1839,  and worships  in  
the  chape l  under  the  Museum. The number  bap- 
t ized the present  year  i s  98 ,  and the whole  num- 
ber of church members,  309. Rev. N. Colver Pas- 
tor.
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Bowdoin Square Baptist Church.

“Thi s  church ,”  s ay s  the  minute s  o f  the  Bos ton  
Bapt i s t  Associat ion,  “coming as  they did,  but two  
years since, from various churches, and accustomed  
to the instruction of dif ferent ministerial  gifts ,  few  
in number and with heavy respons ibi l i t ie s  for  the  
erect ion of their  house of  worship,  and congrega- 
t ion yet  to be gathered,  fe l t  themselves  pecul iar ly  
c a l l ed  upon  fo r  t he  exe r c i s e  o f  f a i t h ,  b ro the r l y  
k indnes s ,  v ig i l ance ,  ac t iv i ty  and prayer ,  a s  ind i s- 
pen s ab l e  t o  the  succe s s  o f  t he i r  en t e rp r i s e . ”  In  
the exerci se  of  these graces ,  though not f o r  them,  
they have been b le s sed .  They have enjoyed grea t  
h a rmony  and  a  r e f r e sh ing  f rom the  p r e s ence  o f  
the  Lord .  The  pa s to r  s ay s ,  “ I  found  an  improv- 
ing rel igious feel ing among my people throughout  
the  au tumn,  which  gave  me fu l l  con f idence  tha t  
the winter would develope results  of the most an- 
i m a t i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  W h e n  t h e  R e v .  M r .  K n a p p  
began his labors in the city, i t  appeared to me that  
no th ing  wa s  wan t ing  bu t  some such  ex t r a  occa- 
sion to ‘give free course’ to the success of the gos- 
pel among them.

“138 have been added to thi s  church by bapt i sm  
and  48  by  l e t t e r .  The  work  doe s  no t  appea r  t o  
have wholly subsided, and we have less of the lan- 
guor  o f  r e ac t ion  than  I  apprehended ;  our  devo- 
t ional  meet ings  cont inue interes t ing and the con- 
ve r t s  wa lk  we l l .  A s  to  the  in s t rumen t a l i t y  mos t  
b l e s s ed ,  I  have  the  impre s s ion  tha t  nea r ly  i f  no t 
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quite ha l f ,  date their  awakening f rom the preach- 
ing of Mr. Knapp, and he was the means of quick- 
e n i n g  m a n y  w h o  h a d  b e f o r e  b e e n  a w a k e n e d . ”  
Present number of the church, 325.

Thi s  church was  ga thered in  1840.  Rev.  R.  W.  
Cushman, Pastor.

First Independent Baptist Church.

T h i s  c h u r c h  w a s  g a t h e r e d  i n  1 8 0 5 .  I t  w a s  
a t  f i r s t  c a l l e d  “A f r i c a n  B ap t i s t  Chu r ch . ”  Rev .  
Thomas  Pau l  was  for  many year s  the  worthy and  
be loved pa s tor  o f  th i s  church .  In  1838  the  name  
o f  th i s  church was  changed f rom Afr i can  Bapt i s t  
to Independent Baptist Church. In 1841, a division  
t ook  p l a c e  i n  t he  chu r ch .  One  p a r t  wor sh i p  i n  
the meeting-house and the other in a school-house.  
Those that  worship in the meet ing-house number  
158, of whom 98 were received during the present  
year .  Those  tha t  meet  in  the  school-house  count  
109 ,  o f  whom 26  have  been  rece ived  dur ing  the  
p r e s en t  y e a r .  The  who l e  numbe r  o f  t he  chu r ch  
i s  267—received this  year 126. Rev. John T. Ray- 
mond, minister at the meeting-house.

I  have  now g iven  a  summary  v iew o f  the  Bap- 
t i s t  churches  in  th i s  c i ty .  Next  to  Congregat ion- 
a l i s t s ,  they are the oldes t  denominat ion of  Chri s- 
t i ans  in  Boston.  Their  f i r s t  church was  organized  
in  1665,  177 year s  ago.  S ince the commencement  
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  m u c h  
towa rd s  b r ing ing  b ack  evange l i c a l  r e l i g ion  in to 
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this city. The revival, in the First and Second Bap- 
t i s t  churches  in  1804 and 5 ,  was  the  f i r s t  in  tha t  
ser ies  of  reviva l s  wherewith God has  b les sed Bos- 
ton  in  the  p re sen t  genera t ion .  The  t ide  o f  e r ror  
wi th  which th i s  c i ty  had been for  ha l f  a  century  
f looded,  then began to turn.  God has  poured out  
h i s  Sp i r i t  upon th i s  denomina t ion  o f  Chr i s t i an s ,  
mult ipl ied their  churches and enlarged their  num- 
b e r s .  G o d  h a s  b e e n  w i t h  t h e m  o f  a  t r u t h .  I n  
common with other denominations who preach the  
doctrines of the Cross, God has given them his seal  
of approbation.

The fol lowing i s  a  s ta t i s t ica l  v iew of  the Bapt i s t  
churches in Boston.

 Received from Sept. 1841 to Sept. 1842. Whole No.
First Baptist, 266 725
Baldwin Place, 187 861
Independent Baptist, 126 267
Charles Street, 17 370
Federal Street, 85 476
South Boston, 130 311
Harvard Street, 197 500
Free Church, 98 326
Bowdoin Square, 138 325
Total, 1244 4161
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CHAPTER VII .

EPISCOPAL CHURCHES.

Christ Church—Trinity Church—St. Paul’s Church—St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, South Boston—Grace Church—Free Church  
of the Episcopal City Mission Society Boston—Concluding  
remarks—Statistics.

Christ Church.

T h i s  c h u r c h  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  S a l e m  s t r e e t .  T h e  
corner-stone was laid with rel igious ceremonies by  
Rev. Mr. Myles, April 22, 1723, and the house was  
dedicated on the 29th of December, the same year.

This church is furnished with a peal of bel ls ,  and  
i s  the  on ly  pea l  in  th i s  c i ty .  I t  was  cus tomary in  
former t imes to chime them severa l  n ights  before  
Christmas, and to ring the old year out and the new  
ye a r  i n ,  mos t  me r r i l y  upon  them.  They  a r e  i n - 
scribed with the following mottoes and devices.

1st Bel l—“This peal of eight bel l s  i s  the gift  of a  
number  o f  generous  per sons  to  Chr i s t  Church in  
Boston, N. E. anno, 1744, A. R.”

2d Be l l—“Thi s  church was  founded in  the  year  
1723. Timothy Cutler, D. D., the first rector A. R.  
1744.”

3d Bel l—“We are  the f i r s t  r ing of  be l l s  ca s t  for  
the British Empire in North America, A. R. 1744.”

4th Bel l—“God preserve the church of  England,  
1744.”
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5 th  Be l l—“Wi l l i am Sh i r l ey ,  E sq . ,  Governor  o f  
the Massachusetts Bay, in New England, 1744.”

6 th  Be l l—“The  sub sc r ip t ion  o f  the se  be l l s  wa s  
b e gun  by  J ohn  Hammond  and  Robe r t  Temp l e ,  
church Wardens ,  anno,  1743;  completed by Rob- 
e r t  J e n k i n s  a n d  J o h n  G o u l d ,  c h u r c h  W a r d e n s ,  
anno, 1744.”

7 t h  B e l l — “ S i n c e  g e n e r o s i t y  h a s  o p e n e d  o u r  
mou th s ,  ou r  tongue s  w i l l  r i ng  a loud  h i s  p r a i s e ,  
1744.”

8 th  Be l l—“Abe l  Rudha l l  o f  Glouce s te r ,  ca s t  u s  
all anno, 1744.”

Connected with th i s  church i s  a  Sunday school ,  
commenced in June 1815.  The average at tendance  
is about 200.

The doctr ines  of  the Church of  England are ad- 
vocated in this church without material alteration.

Chr i s t  church  i s  70  f ee t  long ,  50  wide ,  and  35  
h igh;  the wal l s  a re  two feet  and a  ha l f  th ick,  the  
s t eep le ’ s  a rea  i s  24  f ee t  square .  The  br i ck  tower  
i s  78  fee t  h igh ;  the  sp i re  i s  above  97  fee t ;  in  a l l  
175  fee t .  When the  ba t t l e  was  fought  on Bunker  
Hill, several individuals were inside of this tower as  
s p e c t a t o r s  o f  t h e  s c ene .  Some  o f  t h e s e  p e r s on s  
were loya l i s t s ,  and others  “Sons of  l iber ty .” Both  
pa r t i e s  were  deep ly  anx ious  fo r  the  re su l t .  Both  
wi shed  the i r  r e spec t ive  f r i ends  to  be  v i c to r ious .  
Thi s  anc ient  church sha red  in  the  rev iva l  o f  l a s t  
win te r  and  sp r ing .  45  communicant s  were  added  
t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  I t s  p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  i s  2 2 0 .  J .  
Woart, Rector.
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Trinity Church.

The numbers that adhered to the forms and doc- 
t r ine s  o f  the  Ep i scopa l  church ,  g rea t ly  inc rea sed  
after the introduction of the Royal Government in  
the  co lony  unde r  the  cha r t e r  o f  1691 .  The  f i r s t  
s teps taken towards the erect ion of Trinity church  
wa s  i n  1728 .  The  bu i l d ing  wa s  no t  e r e c t ed  and  
occupied unt i l  Sept .  1735.  This  s tood unt i l  1828.  
T h e  T r i n i t a r i a n  d o c t r i n e s  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  
preached here .  The corner-s tone of  the new edi- 
fice (which occupies the site of the ancient building)  
a t  the corner  of  Hawley and Summer s t reet s ,  was  
laid September 15, 1828, by the Rev. Dr. Gardner,  
the rector of the church, with appropriate ceremo- 
n ie s .  Thi s  house  i s  bu i l t  o f  Quincy  gran i te .  The  
number added to this church the last year was 41.

Commun i c an t s  350 .  Rev .  Dr .  Ea s tman ,  r e c to r  
elect. John L. Watson, assistant minister.

St. Paul’s Church.

St .  Paul ’ s  church was proposed to be erected by  
subscr ipt ion, which was commenced March, 1819.  
The corner-s tone was  l a id  Sept .  4 th,  wi th appro- 
pr ia te  re l ig ious  ceremonies .  The church was con- 
s ec r a t ed  June  30 ,  1820 .  Dr .  S .  F .  J a rv i s  wa s  in- 
s t i tuted rector  Ju ly 7 ,  1820;  d i smis sed Aug.  1825.  
Rev. Alonzo Potter, D. D., was settled Aug. 29, 1826;  
d i smis sed Aug.  27 ,  1831.  John Stone,  D.  D. ,  was  
ins t i tuted rector June 19,  1832.  Rev. Mr. Vinton, 
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the  pre sent  rec tor ,  commenced h i s  l abor s  in  th i s  
church in February,  1842.  Since the set t lement of  
the present pastor, a season of special  rel igious in- 
t e r e s t  h a s  b e en  en j oyed .  The  wo rk  wa s  one  o f  
g rea t  so lemni ty  and deep fee l ing .  The pa s tor  d id  
no t  ho ld  i nqu i r y  mee t i ng s ;  bu t  s aw  ind i v i dua l s  
a lone,  e i ther  a t  h i s  s tudy or  a t  the i r  own houses .  
He had full opportunity to become acquainted with  
i nd i v i du a l  ch a r a c t e r ,  a nd  g i v e  s u ch  i n s t r u c t i on  
as the varying circumstances of young converts de- 
manded .  The  s ea son  o f  the  g rea te s t  in te re s t  wa s  
dur ing  the  months  o f  Apr i l  and  May.  I t  re su l ted  
i n  t he  hope fu l  conve r s i on  o f  60  o r  70  pe r son s .  
The convert s  were of  a l l  ages ;  some in the morn- 
ing, some in the meridian, and others in the decline  
o f  l i f e .  The  Sabba th  s choo l  s cho l a r  and  the  man  
of  grey ha i r s  were both subdued by the power of  
the  c ro s s .  I t  i s  hoped  tha t  wha t  the  new pa s to r  
ha s  s een  o f  the  work  o f  the  Lord  s ince  he  came  
among hi s  f lock,  i s  only the f i r s t  f rui t s  of  a  more  
plentiful and glorious harvest yet to be reaped.

“I t  ha s  p lea sed  God,”  s ay s  the  annua l  repor t  to  
the convention, “to pour out the dew of his  bles- 
s ing upon thi s  par i sh ;  making f rui t fu l ,  in  a  s igna l  
way ,  the  seed  so  amply  sown by i t s  fo rmer  mos t  
faithful minister.

“ W h i l e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a r k e d  a n d  u n u s u a l  
demonstration of l i fe, in the awakening of many to  
a  f i r s t  in teres t  in  re l ig ious  th ings ,  there  has  been  
l ikewise ,  among e lder  chr i s t i ans ,  ev idence o f  the  
s e t t l ed  v igor  which  denote s  inc rea s ing  p i e ty ;  so 
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that the spir i tual  prosperity which was reported as  
cha rac te r i z ing  the  s t a t e  o f  th i s  pa r i sh  a t  the  l a s t  
convention, does not seem to have abated.”

Communicant s  added ,  49 .  Whole  number ,  310 .  
Alexander H. Vinton, Rector.

St. Matthew’s Church, South Boston.

The serv ices  o f  the Protes tant  Epi scopa l  church  
were celebrated for the first time in that part of the  
town ca l led South Boston,  on Sunday,  March 31,  
1816 .  For  more  than two year s  the  congrega t ion  
met in a school-house, and services were conducted  
by  d i f f e rent  c le rgymen and l ay- reader s .  S t .  Mat- 
thew’s Church was consecrated, 24th of June, 1818.  
The expenses of i t s  erect ion were chief ly defrayed  
b y  b e n e v o l e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  T r i n i t y  a n d  C h r i s t  
churches ,  with a  view to the future wants  of  that  
s ec t ion  o f  the  c i t y .  Rev .  J .  L .  B l ake  became i t s  
rector June, 1824, and continued until 1833.

Jo s eph  H.  C l inch  i s  t he  p r e s en t  r e c to r .  Com- 
municants: added, 7; Present number, 44.

The  l a s t  r epo r t  t o  t he  conven t i on  s a y s :  “Th i s  
par i sh has  suf fered more than on any former year  
by death and removal s .  The number of  funera l s  i s  
doub le  o f  any  prev ious ly  repor ted ;  whi le  severa l  
l a rge  f ami l ie s  have  removed,  some to  other  par t s  
o f  the c i ty ,  and some to other  towns .  The par i sh  
on the whole, therefore, has been rather weakened  
t h an  s t r eng thened  du r i ng  t h e  l a s t  conven t i ona l  
year.”
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Grace Church.

T h i s  c h u r c h  w a s  c o n s e c r a t e d  J u n e  1 4 ,  1 8 3 6 .  
Rev. Thomas M. Clarke was at this t ime instituted  
r ec to r .  At  tha t  t ime  the  communican t s  were  40 ;  
in 1837, 100 reported; in 1838, 150; in 1839, 190;  
i n  1 840 ,  2 72 ;  i n  1 841 ,  3 11 ;  i n  1 842 ,  3 37 .  The  
n u m b e r  r e c e i v e d  l a s t  y e a r  w a s  4 6 .  T h e  w h o l e  
number  added  by  con f i rma t ion  s ince  the  church  
was  o rgan ized  i s  257 .  In  the  yea r  1840 ,  70  were  
con f i rmed .  A  more  d e c i d ed  i n t e r e s t  wa s  man i - 
fe s ted dur ing that  year ,  than a t  any other  per iod.  
The  inc rea se  ha s  been  s t a t ed  and  regu l a r .  At  no  
season has there been any peculiar attention to re- 
l ig ion. The church i s  a lmost  ent ire ly composed of  
young  pe r son s .  Ten  young  men tha t  a r e  a l r e ady  
in the ministry, or preparing to enter it ,  have been  
connected with the communion of this church.

The se rv ice s  in  add i t ion  to  those  o f  the  Lord ’ s  
day, are a weekly lecture, a monthly meeting of the  
communican t s  p repa r a to ry  to  the  communion ,  a  
monthly missionary meeting, and a series of public  
s e rv i ce s  du r ing  the  s e a son  o f  Len t .  The se  l a t t e r  
services have been much blessed.

Th i s  church  man i f e s t s  a  l audab l e  benevo lence .  
They contr ibuted for  the  var ious  purposes  o f  re- 
l i g iou s  cha r i t i e s  l a s t  y e a r  $1360 .  In  add i t i on  to  
thi s ,  e leven hundred dol lar s  have been subscr ibed  
towards the erection of a free mission chapel.

A number of the young people of the parish have  
recent ly organized a branch Sunday school ,  which 
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is held in the Bedford street chapel, where, twelve  
years  s ince,  the congregat ion of  Grace church as- 
sembled for worship.

The re su l t  o f  our  e f for t s  to  in te re s t  those  con- 
nected with the Sunday school in miss ionary ope- 
r a t ion s ,  i s  t ru l y  g r a t i f y ing .  Through  the  week ly  
contributions of the teachers and scholars,  we now  
support  f i f teen chi ldren in the mis s ion school s  a t  
Cape Palmas,  at  an expense of  three hundred dol- 
lars yearly.

Free Church of the Episcopal City Mission  
Society.

The  r egu l a r  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  chu r ch  h ave  been  
he ld  three  t imes  on each  Sunday .  An in te re s t ing  
Bible c las s  of  adult s  i s  connected with the Sunday  
s choo l ;  and  a  mee t ing  o f  t he  t e a che r s  h a s  been  
kept  up with spir i t ,  bes ide a  weekly meet ing of  a  
more genera l  character .  An important  par t  o f  the  
mi s s iona ry ’ s  l abor  i s  in  v i s i t ing ;  in  which  much  
as s i s tance has  been rendered,  the las t  winter ,  by a  
c i rc le  o f  l ad ie s  f rom St .  Pau l ’ s  church.  A sewing  
s choo l ,  i n t e r e s t ing  and  u se fu l ,  h a s  been  kep t  in  
connection with the mission, by a number of ladies.  
The  s e rv i ce s  o f  morn ing  and  a f t e rnoon a re  un i - 
formly well  attended; the number of persons aver- 
aging from 150 to 200.

We have cause of  thankfulness  in the knowledge  
that  good,  much good has  been done by the mis- 
s ion, but have s t i l l  to lament that no more ample, 
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convenient, or inviting accommodations and faci l i- 
t ies have yet been, or are l ikely soon to be, provi- 
ded for carrying on this  labor of  love.  We are in- 
vited to occupy a field of extended usefulness, long  
white to harvest. But the means are not applied.

C o m m u n i c a n t s  a d d e d ,  9 :  w h o l e  n u m b e r ,  7 5 .  
Samuel McBurney, minister.

God has not withheld his bless ing from the Epis- 
c op a l  c hu r che s  i n  t h i s  c i t y .  Wh i l e  t h i s  c hu r ch  
strict ly adheres to the 39 articles in faith and prac- 
t ice, she cannot fai l  to secure the bless ing of God.  
These art ic les  embody the doctr ines of the Refor- 
mat ion ,  those  doc t r ine s  tha t  have ,  in  every  age ,  
been the l i f e-b lood of the church. At the era of the  
Re fo rma t ion  many  o f  he r  member s  s e a l ed  the s e  
t ru th s  wi th  the i r  b lood .  Le t  th i s  anc ien t  church  
cleave f irst  to these doctrines and she wil l  not die,  
but live. Not merely live, but live full of animating  
hope and strong faith.

Statistics of the Episcopal churches of Boston.

  Received in 1842. Whole No.
Christ Church, 53 220
Trinity Church, 41 350
St. Matthew’s, 7 44
St. Paul’s, 49 310
Grace Church, 46 337
Free Church, 9 75
Total, 205 1336
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CHAPTER VIII .

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES.

North Bennett street Church—Bromfield street Church—South  
Boston Church.

*North Bennett Street Church.

In 1784, Rev. Wil l iam Black, a Methodist minis- 
t e r  f rom Eng l and ,  p r e ached  a t  the  S andaman i an  
mee t i ng -hou s e  i n  Midd l e  s t r e e t .  A f t e r  l a bo r i ng  
here more than three months, he returned to Hali- 
f ax ,  Nova  Sco t i a .  Dur ing  the  nex t  f i ve  yea r s  no  
preacher of this denomination appeared in Boston.

I n  1 7 9 0 ,  R e v .  J e s s e  L e e  v i s i t e d  B o s t o n ,  a n d  
p r e a ched  unde r  t he  g r e a t  t r e e  on  the  common .  
D r .  B a n g s ,  i n  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  M e t h o d i s m  s a y s ,  
“when he commenced,  there were only four  per- 
sons  present ;  but  be fore  he conc luded,  there  had  
col lected, as  he thought,  not less  than three thou- 
sand.  The word preached had an e f fec t  upon the  
minds of  a  few who at tended, so that  on the next 

* For the facts that relate to the early introduction of Meth- 
od i sm to  Bos ton,  I  am mos t ly  indebted  to  the  repor t  o f  a  
committee appointed in the year 1800, by the Trustees of the  
Methodist church, “to collect from the best information they  
could obtain, a concise history of the gathering of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church in Boston, with the various circumstan- 
ces incident thereto.”
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Sabbath,  at  the same place,  the number of  hearers  
was  g rea t ly  increa sed ;  and the  way was  open for  
the es tab l i shment  of  a  smal l  soc ie ty  in  Boston.  I t  
is an evidence, however, of the determined opposi- 
t ion that was fe l t  to Methodism, that Mr. Lee was  
in the city about a week, using every means in his  
power to procure a house to preach in, but was de- 
nied in every instance in which he made application  
ei ther public ly or privately,  and f inal ly was forced  
to abandon the p lace without preaching at  a l l ,  or  
to go on to the Common. Here,  therefore,  he set  
up his  banner in the name of  the Lord,  and many  
have since, though not without much hard toil and  
many privations, flocked around it.”

He then pa s sed  on to  Lynn,  and l abored ,  occa- 
s i on a l l y  r e t u rn i ng  and  ho l d i ng  mee t i ng s  a t  t h e  
hou s e  o f  Mr .  S amue l  Bu r t e l l ,  un t i l  1 792 .  A f t e r  
this they held meetings for a time at a school-house,  
un t i l  i t  wa s  demo l i shed  by  the  au thor i t y  o f  the  
town.

The f ir s t  society was formed at the house of Mr.  
Samuel  Burre l l ’ s ,  Aug.  1792,  cons i s t ing of  twelve  
member s .  They  found  a  ve ry  g r e a t  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  
obta ining a  p lace to hold their  meet ings .  They at  
length resolved to bui ld a meeting-house. “To aid  
them in their  pious design, money was begged for  
them on the eastern shore of Maryland, in the state  
of Delaware, Philadelphia, and New York.”

By the a id  thus  a f forded,  they were encouraged  
to proceed in their labors; and on the 28th of Aug.  
1795, the corner-stone of the first Methodist meet-
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ing-hou se  wa s  l a i d  i n  Bo s ton .  I t  wa s  a  wooden  
bui ld ing,  46 by 36.  At  that  t ime the church con- 
tained 42 members.

Thi s  house  was  s i tua ted on Methodi s t  Al ley ,  so  
cal led, North Boston. It  was occupied by the First  
church unt i l  1828.  In that  year  a  new chapel  was  
bui l t  in North Bennett s treet.  At the laying of the  
corner-stone of the new house, the f loor gave way  
and 200 persons were precipi ta ted into the ce l lar .  
A cons iderab le  number  o f  per sons  were  very  se- 
r ious ly  in jured .  Between 1790  and 1800  the  fo l - 
l owing  min i s t e r s  were  s t a t ioned  he re ,  v i z :  J e s s e  
L e e ,  Dan i e l  Sm i th ,  J e r em i ah  Go sden ,  Amos  G .  
Thomson, Christopher Sprague, Evan Rogers, John  
Harper, Joshua Hale, George Pickering, Elias Hull,  
D a n i e l  O r t a n d e r ,  W i l l i a m  B e a u c h a m p ,  J o s h u a  
Wells, and Thomas F. Sargent.

During the last fall, winter and spring, this church  
was visited with a powerful work of grace.

I t  appear s  f rom the records  o f  th i s  church,  tha t  
530 were received on probation last year.*

The  work  commenced  the  f i r s t  o f  Oc tobe r .  I t  
was for a considerable length of t ime one of great  
power.  Some have supposed that  as  many as  e ight 

* For the information of those who are not acquainted with  
usages of Methodist  churches,  I  would say, that they at f ir s t  
receive persons on s ix months’  probat ion. I f  a t  the c lose of  
that period they are found worthy, they are received into full  
communion. The increase of this denomination is the number  
received on probat ion.  How many have been received into  
full communion, I do not know.
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hundred were converted. It  i s  impossible to obtain  
t h e  p r e c i s e  n u m b e r s .  A m i d s t  t h e  t h r o n g s  w h o  
came forward from night to night for prayers ,  and  
p ro f e s s ed  to  be  conve r t ed ,  many  were  s t r ange r s  
who have  gone to  other  congrega t ions .  An ind i- 
v idua l  who was  engaged in the work says ,  “ there  
was a  large number of  husbands converted,  whose  
wives  were  pro fe s sor s  be fore ,  A l a rge  number  o f  
seamen, severa l  of  whom were capta ins  and mates  
o f  ves se l s ,  were interes ted in th i s  great  sa lva t ion.  
Many  i n t empe r a t e  p e r s on s  we r e  s h a r e r s  i n  t h i s  
work.”

The ins t rumenta l i t ie s  were  such a s  a re  common  
in the denomination.

T h i s  c h u r c h  i s  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
churche s  in  the  c i ty .  She  i s  a  f ru i t fu l  v ine ,  tha t  
has  f rom t ime to t ime sent  out  her  branches .  She  
has sent out her chi ldren to aid in planting young  
churche s .  Whi le  she  ha s  wa te red  o ther s ,  she  ha s  
been l ibera l ly  watered  o f  God.  She  ha s  s ca t te red  
and yet increased more and more.

Present number, 866.

Bromfield Street Church.

In the year 1806, the Methodist society on the 3d  
of March, “resolved that i t  was expedient to bui ld  
another chapel for the worship of Almighty God.”  
On the 15th of April, the corner-stone of Bromfield  
s t r e e t  wa s  l a i d  by  Rev .  Pe t e r  J a yne ,  and  i t  wa s  
completed and dedicated on the 9th of  November 
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fo l lowing .  Rev.  Samue l  Merv in  preached on the  
occa s ion .  In  the  wa l l  i s  a  b lock  o f  the  s tone  on  
which our forefathers landed at Plymouth.

“The earl iest revival developments in my congre- 
gation, was, I think,” says the pastor, “in the latter  
part of Aug. or first of Sept. 1841, immediately suc- 
ceeding the camp-meeting at Eastham. I recognize,  
with many others, in that meeting the primary instru- 
mentality, under God, of the glorious work of grace  
in all the Methodist churches in this city. The Rev.  
Mr. Maffit spent a few weeks with us between Sept.  
and Nov.,  and a few I bel ieve,  date their  f i r s t  re- 
l i g iou s  impre s s ion s  f rom h i s  l abor s .  The  r ev iva l  
with us was gradual, there being seldom more than  
20 or  30 inquirer s  a t  anyone t ime.  The Rev.  Mr.  
Greenha lge ,  o f  Maine ,  spent  two or  three  weeks  
w i t h  u s  i n  J anu a r y ,  1 842 ,  t o  v e r y  con s i d e r ab l e  
profit ,  especial ly to the church. We had occasional  
a s s i s t ance f rom other  c ler ica l  bre thren.  As  to  the  
doctr ines preached, which appeared most effectual in  
promot ing the reviva l ,  tha t  o f  the  d i r e c t  w i tne s s  o f  
t h e  Sp i r i t—and o f  en t i r e  s an c t i f i c a t i on ,  or  s a l va t i on  
f r om a l l  s i n  in  th i s  l i f e ,  toge ther  wi th  the  Sp i r i t ’ s  
witness  to the fact  of  such sa lvat ion,  were recog- 
nized as  having exerted a most  sa lutary inf luence.  
The  r e p e a t e d  a dm in i s t r a t i on  o f  b a p t i sm  i n  t h e  
house of God, was also, I think, with the divine bles- 
sing, made to subserve the gracious work. It should  
be recorded, to the praise of God, that several mem- 
bers of the church (male and female) who gave sat- 
i s f ac tory evidence,  in  the i r  l ives ,  o f  enjoying the 
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b le s s ing  o f  ent i re  s anc t i f i ca t ion ,  were  among the  
most efficient instruments in promoting the revival.

“As to the number of convers ions result ing from  
the labors of  this  church, an approximation to ac- 
curacy  i s  a l l  tha t  should  be  a t tempted.  I  th ink i t  
may  be  s a fe ly  s t a ted  a t  200 .  About  150  were  re- 
ce ived into the c la s se s  a s  probat ioners  for  church  
membership.

“The revival was especially interesting in the Sab- 
bath school .  A large number of  the scholar s ,  i t  i s  
believed, were made the subjects of renewing grace.  
The steadfastness and improvement of the converts  
has been in general  highly grat i fying, especia l ly as  
re spect s  those  rece ived in to  the  c l a s se s  a s  proba- 
t ioners ,  very few cases  of  defect ion having t rans- 
pired.

“As to the present state of the church, I am happy  
to  s ay  i t  i s  such  a s  to  c a l l  fo r  devout  g r a t i tude .  
Though the reviva l  in f luence (par t icu lar ly  among  
the unconverted) has somewhat abated, we have de- 
l ightful evidence, almost constantly, that it  has not  
been  u t t e r l y  w i thd r awn.  We th ink  our  p ro spec t  
for  a  genera l  reviva l  the ensuing winter  i s  h ighly  
e n cou r a g i n g .  ‘ Th e  L o r d  o f  Ho s t s  i s  w i t h  u s ,  t h e  
God  o f  J a c o b  i s  ou r  r e f u g e . ’  To Him belongs  all  
the glory. Blessed be His Holy Name.”

150 received on probation. J. B. Husted, Pastor.

South Boston.

The Methodi s t  Epi scopa l  Church in  South Bos- 
ton,  or ig inated in the summer of  1834,  under the 
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l abor s  o f  Rev .  Abe l  S t even s ,  then  pa s to r  o f  the  
Methodist congregation in Church street. He com- 
menced  occa s iona l  p reach ing  in  a  p r iva t e  room,  
which had been procured by a few pious individuals  
for the purpose of holding a public prayer meeting.  
The numbers  at tracted by the interest ing and elo- 
quen t  add r e s s  o f  Mr .  S t even s ,  s oon  r ende r ed  i t  
neces sary to seek a  more ample p lace of  worship.  
“Harding’ s  Hal l ,”  corner  of  Fourth and Turnpike  
streets,  was procured for their use, which they en- 
tered Oct. 30, 1834. About this t ime the f irst  rel i- 
gious class was formed by Mr. Stevens, consisting of  
16 members ,  a s  a  branch of  the Methodis t  society  
in Church street .  May 7th, 1836, they removed to  
Frank l in  Hal l  wi th  17  members ,  and le f t  i t  June ,  
1840, with 103. Previous to the reception of their  
f i r s t  regu la r  pa s tor ,  1836 ,  they  der ived much a id  
from that useful class  of men styled in the Metho- 
dist denomination, “ Local ministers.”

The pas tor  g ives  the fo l lowing account  re spect- 
ing the late revival.

“In answer to your inquiries,  permit me to say, I  
took charge of  the Methodis t  Episcopal  church in  
South Boston,  in  Aug.  1841.  I  found a  church of  
110  member s ,  gene ra l l y  young ,  en te rp r i s ing  and  
enjoying a  good degree of  p ie ty .  During the fa l l ,  
we had some symptoms of a revival ,  a few cases of  
peni tence ,  the  re turn o f  a  few backs l ider s ,  and a  
few convers ions .  During the month of  December,  
the number increased; and after the first of January  
we were  ready  to  te rm i t  a  r e v i va l .  The sp i r i t  o f 
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revival ,  and the number of  penitents  continued to  
increase for a t ime, and then to subside; again the  
f lame revived, and finally subsided in the month of  
Apri l .  As the result  of  those gent le showers of re- 
f re sh ing ,  76  were  added to  the  church,  o f  whom  
about  50  had  p ro fe s s ed  conver s ion .  20  had  been  
rec la imed,  and the remainder ,  though not  whol ly  
dest i tute of rel igious enjoyment,  had been revived  
and  g a t he r ed  i n .  Such  i s  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
work  o f  God  among  u s  du r ing  the  p a s t  w in t e r .  
But to confine myself more specifically to the ques- 
tions proposed. I could say, it is difficult fixing the  
t ime  when our  rev iva l  commenced.  I t s  beg inning  
and progress were emphatically gradual.

“ I t  was  commenced and ca r r ied  forward  by  the  
Spir i t  o f  God,  g iven in answer to prayer .  No ex- 
t raordinary ins t rumenta l i t ie s  or  e f fort s  were used.  
A few refer  their  awakening to par t icular  d i scou- 
se s  de l ivered in our  own place of  worship ;  a  few  
others, to the preaching of the distinguished revival- 
i s t s  then laboring in the ci ty;  but the at tent ion of  
most  was ca l led up by the s i lent operat ions of  the  
Holy Spir i t .  A gradual  work of  grace i s  rare ly a t- 
tended with remarkable incidents .  I t  i s  only when  
the t ide of  exci tement runs high,  and the feel ings  
and pass ions are up to an unwonted pitch, that we  
wi tne s s  s t r ik ing  ca se s  o f  awaken ing  and  conver- 
s i o n .  A s  s u c h  a  s t a t e  o f  f e e l i n g  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  
among us ,  we are necessar i ly dest i tute of  i t s  usual  
fruits .  Two cases ,  however,  I  might notice for the  
encouragement of the desponding. The one was that 
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of a young lady who was the first to present herself  
a s  a  subject  o f  prayer .  She mani fe s ted the utmost  
s incer i ty ,  and no smal l  degree of  earnes tnes s ;  but  
her ef fort s  seemed whol ly unavai l ing,  Others  who  
commenced seek ing  the  Lord  long  a f te r  she  d id ,  
were  conve r t ed  on  he r  r i gh t  hand  and  l e f t ,  and  
went from the altar of prayer rejoicing in the God  
o f  the i r  s a lva t ion,  whi le  she  was  s t i l l  he ld  in  the  
s t rong bands  of  unbel ie f .  Somet imes  through di s- 
couragement ,  she  would re fuse  to  present  her se l f  
among the peni tent ;  but  genera l ly  she per severed  
s teadfas t ly  in the use of  the means ,  neglect ing no  
oppor tun i ty  o f  p l a c ing  he r s e l f  ‘ by  the  way s ide . ’  
At length, after having sought the Saviour sorrow- 
ing for the space of six months, and presented her- 
s e l f  a t  t he  a l t a r  o f  p r aye r  more  th an  a  s co r e  o f  
times, she obtained a very clear evidence of pardon.

Another  ca se  i s  tha t  o f  a  young man who com- 
menced seeking religion with little of what is usual- 
ly termed convict ion. He acted from the cool and  
sober dictates of judgment. The f irs t  manifestat ion  
of  the div ine favor to hi s  mind was  l ike the fa int  
g leaming o f  the  ear ly  dawn.  Pos se s sed  o f  a  spec- 
ula t ive turn of  mind,  he was di sposed to phi loso- 
phize on every sl ight change of feeling, and if pos- 
s ib le ,  account for  i t  on natura l  pr inciples .  Hence,  
for months after he received the f irs t  s l ight tokens  
o f  a  S av iou r ’ s  l ove ,  h e  wa l ked  i n  d a rkne s s  and  
doubt.  He was unwil l ing to give up his  hope,  yet  
h e  f e a r e d  t o  r e c k o n  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
ch r i s t i an s .  He  i s  now one  o f  t he  mos t  dec ided , 
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per sever ing and use fu l  young men in the church.  
His evidence of conversion is clear and undoubted.  
To him the ‘path of the just ’  has been emphatical- 
l y  ‘ a s  t h e  s h i n i n g  l i g h t  t h a t  s h i n e t h  mo r e  a nd  
more.’ Such cases are full of encouragement.

“The ces sa t ion of  the work of  reviva l  among us  
mu s t  b e  t r a c ed  t o  a  numbe r  o f  c au s e s .  One  o f  
t h e s e  wa s ,  i n  my  j udgmen t ,  t h e  s ub s t i t u t i ng  i n  
m a n y  c a s e s ,  o f  p u b l i c  l a b o r s  f o r  p r i v a t e  d u t i e s .  
Bre thren  who a re  engaged  f rom day  to  day ,  and  
f r om  ev en i ng  t o  e v en i ng ,  i n  e xho r t i n g  s i nne r s  
t o  r e p e n t ,  a n d  i n  p r a y i n g  f o r ,  a n d  c o m f o r t  
the peni tent ,  are  very l iab le  to excuse themselves  
from the duties of self examination, and family and  
p r iva te  p r aye r ,  They  thus  lo se  the i r  sp i r i tua l i t y ,  
a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e i r  e n e r g y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y .  
Those who were chiefly instrumental in commenc- 
ing the revival ,  part ia l ly backsl ided during its  pro- 
gre s s .  Hav ing wi th  a  g i ant ’ s  s t rength  put  the  ca r  
in  mot ion ,  they  l e ap  on ,  and  i t  cea se s  to  move .  
Another hindrance among us was an unwil l ingness  
on the  par t  o f  the  church to  make the  nece s s a ry  
s a c r i f i c e  o f  t ime  and  e f f o r t ,  w i thou t  wh i ch  the  
work of revival cannot be carried forward.

“But  the  grea t  cause  o f  a  ces sa t ion of  the  work  
was  the usua l  one—unbe l i e f .  I t  has  been found by  
universal experience, that just in proportion as this  
p reva i l s ,  the  s inews  o f  mora l  e f fo r t  a r e  s eve red .  
Let doubt and unbelief take the place of faith, and  
the Spir i t  i s  gone,  courage i s  gone;  men beat  the  
a i r ,  o r  s i t  down  i n  i nd i f f e r en c e ,  a nd  t h e  wo rk 
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cea s e s .  Le t  the  i de a  p r eva i l  t h rough  the  church  
tha t  a f t e r  a  f ew weeks  or  months  the  work  i s  to  
cease ,  and they wi l l  ta lk about i t s  s topping,  make  
their arrangements accordingly, and retire from the  
field. The cause is fully adequate to the effect.

“Al l  the opposi t ion in the world could not have  
s topped the  progre s s  o f  the  work ,  had  f a i th ,  the  
soul  of  moral  act ion, been kept in l ively exercise;  
and a l l  the  ange l s  in  heaven cannot  ca r ry  i t  fo r- 
ward while bound by the strong cords of unbelief.

“May the time soon come, when the church shal l  
he  proper ly  ins t ructed on th i s  sub jec t .  When she  
sha l l  f ee l  no  more  the  ch i l l s  o f  sp i r i tua l  win te r ;  
when reviva l s  sha l l  no longer be l ike the per iodi- 
ca l  f r e she t s  o f  au tumn or  sp r ing  t ime ;  bu t  when  
that fa i th, at  whose bidding the l i t t le cloud spread  
out ‘o’er  a l l  the sky,  and watered the thir s ty hi l l s  
of  Judea, ’  sha l l  command the cease les s  showers  of  
refreshing, and spread over the whole moral  vine- 
yard  the  b loom and beauty  o f  perpetua l  summer ,  
causing it to flourish as the garden of the Lord,”

The church conta in s  200  member s :  76  rece ived  
the present year. J. A, Savage, Pastor.
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CHAPTER IX.

Church street—North Russell street—Fifth M. E. Church— 
Odeon—East Boston—May street Church—Conclusion of  
M. E. Churches,

Church Street.

Th i s  soc i e ty  purcha sed  the  house  fo rmer ly  oc- 
cup ied  by  the  Grace  Church  soc ie ty .  The  open- 
ing serv ices  were  per formed by the Rev.  A.  S te- 
v e n s ,  o n  t h e  4 t h  o f  J u l y ,  1 8 3 4 ,  T h e  h o u s e  i s  
p l e a s an t l y  s i t u a t ed  in  P i edmont  squa re ,  bu i l t  o f  
brick, with port ico in front,  with cupola and bel l .  
There are 113 pews on the lower f loor.  The revi- 
val  commenced the lat ter part  of  1841. I t  was one  
o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  and  power .  I t  wa s  c a r r i ed  fo r - 
ward by the prayers and efforts of the church with- 
out  any  fo re ign  a id .  The  e f fo r t s  o f  some pr iva te  
b r e t h r en  we r e  r ema rk ab l y  b l e s s e d .  1 25  p e r s on s  
were received on probat ion.  The church numbers  
320 members.

North Russell Street M. E. Church.

The Methodis t  Episcopal  Church in North Rus- 
sell street, was gathered in 1837, under the pastoral  
ca re  o f  Rev.  Moses  L .  Scudder ,  and cons i s ted  o f  
abou t  60  member s ,  The  f i r s t  pub l i c  mee t ing  on  
the  Sabba th ,  was  he ld  a t  the  Wel l s  s chool-house  
i n  B lo s som s t r ee t .  The  chape l  i n  Nor th  Rus s e l l 
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- s t r ee t  wa s  ded i c a t ed  to  the  wor sh ip  o f  God  in  
1838  by  a  p r aye r  mee t ing ,  Seve ra l  min i s t e r s  en- 
g aged  i n  p r aye r  and  o f f e r ed  vo lun t a r y  r ema rk s ,  
w i thou t  any  fo rma l  d i s cou r s e .  The  f i r s t  s e rmon  
was  preached in  the evening of  the  same day ,  by  
Rev. C. K. True. A protracted meeting ensued, in  
which a number of persons embraced religion.

Dur ing  the  l a s t  s ix teen months ,  s ca rce ly  a  Sab- 
b a th  h a s  p a s s ed  w i thou t  w i tne s s i ng  a t  t h e  a l t a r  
some contrite souls seeking salvation.

The camp meet ing  he ld  a  year  ago l a s t  summer  
a t  Eas tham and Eas t  Kings ton,  threw a  re f re sh ing  
in f luence  ove r  the  church ,  and  a  happy  impu l s e  
was given to the work through the labors of  Rev.  
Mr.  Thwing f rom Maine,  who v i s i ted the c i ty  in  
January and subsequent ly  preached every evening  
f o r  a  f o r tn i gh t .  Mee t ing s  o f  v a r iou s  k ind s  we re  
he ld  every  evening in  the  week bes ide s  the  Sab- 
bath ,  unt i l  l a te  in  the spr ing.  F ive o ’c lock meet- 
ing s  were  he ld  in  the  morn ing  dur ing  a  p a r t  o f  
the season, at which, from time to time, the stationed  
minister, Rev. C. K. True, preached a short sermon.

Nothing appeared to cause the abatement of  the  
interest  of  the work so much as  the coming on of  
the summer season, with its  relaxing weather, long  
day s  and  shor t  even ing s ,  and  f a t i gu ing  bu s ine s s .  
150 per sons  were  rece ived on probat ion in to  the  
church, the greater part of whom have proved wor- 
t h y  o f  c h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p .  M o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a s  
many more professed to be converted at our altars,  
who have ( i t  i s  supposed) joined other evangel ical  
churches with which they have been associated.
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We are indebted to the genera l  in f luence of  the  
l abor s  o f  d i s t ingu i shed  evange l i s t s  who preached  
in the city, and especially Mr. Knapp.

The  doc t r i n e s  p r e a ched  upon  t h e  mo s t ,  we r e  
ju s t i f i c a t ion  and  s anc t i f i c a t ion  th rough the  Lord  
Je sus  Chr i s t ,  and the witnes s  o f  the Spi r i t .  C.  K.  
True, Pastor.

Fifth M. E. Church.

Thi s  church  or ig ina ted  in  connec t ion  wi th  the  
appo in tment  o f  Rev .  J acob  Sanborn  o f  the  New  
Eng l and  Confe rence ,  a s  c i t y  mi s s iona ry .  Hi s  l a - 
bor s  commenced Ju ly ,  1841.  Af ter  a  few months ,  
i t  was deemed advisable to secure a place of  wor- 
ship where the miss ionary could labor s ta tedly on  
the Sabbath.

To sus ta in  th i s  mean of  grace ,  a  sma l l  company  
o f  b r e th r en  and  s i s t e r s  f r om ad j a c en t  chu r che s ,  
volunteered to forego the privi leges of their  seve- 
r a l  p l ace s  o f  wor sh ip ,  and uni ted  toge ther  under  
the  pa s tora l  charge  o f  Rev.  J acob Sanborn.  They  
numbered in a l l  42 persons ,  worshipping in a  ha l l  
on Merrimack street.

Dur ing the winter  fo l lowing the i r  organiza t ion,  
they enjoyed a good degree of revival, and 15 souls  
a t  l e a s t ,  p ro f e s s ed  t o  expe r i ence  t he  p a rdon ing  
love  o f  God.  The i r  number  inc rea sed  s lowly ,  so  
tha t  by the se s s ion of  the  conference ensuing,  in  
July,  1842, the number reported was 65, including  
30 probationers.
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At  the  conference  then he ld ,  the  wr i te r  o f  th i s  
nar ra t ive  was  appointed to the pas tora l  charge of  
t h e  s o c i e t y .  T h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  l e s s  t h a n  a  
h u n d r e d  f o r  a  f e w  S a b b a t h s .  A  g o o d  s t a t e  o f  
things spir i tual ly prevai led however,  and was soon  
d eve l oped  i n  t h e  awaken ing  and  conve r s i on  o f  
sou l s  who  were  added  to  the  church .  The  con- 
g r eg a t i on  wa s  en l a r g ed ,  and  now f i l l s  t h e  h a l l ,  
wh i ch  w i l l  a c commoda t e  p e r h a p s  2 5 0  p e r s on s .  
The church dur ing the f ive  months  s ince the l a s t  
conference  ha s  increa sed  so  tha t  i t  how number s  
69 in full membership, and beside these, 23 on pro- 
b a t i o n .  B e i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h a t  t i m e  o f  o n e  
ha l f  i t s  number .  Many o f  the se  were  added f rom  
other churches by letter or certi f icates of member- 
ship.

There have been dur ing the l a s t  f ive  months  10  
persons who profess to have been justi f ied by faith  
in  Chr i s t .  Mos t  o f  the se  have  become un i t ed  to  
the church as probationers.

Not  be ing an observer  dur ing the l a s t  winter ,  I  
cannot s tate the part iculars  pertaining to the revi- 
val, nor give any interesting incidents that occurred.  
There is one fact, however, that augurs well for the  
genuine character of  the work and the careful  su- 
pe rv i s ion  o f  the  p rev iou s  pa s to r  o f  th i s  soc i e ty .  
Of the 30 probationers left on the records, but two  
have  been d i scont inued a s  unwor thy  o f  chr i s t i an  
conf idence .  The other s  re t a in  the i r  p roba t ionary  
relation or have been received in full membership.

We have  now in  p rogre s s  o f  bu i ld ing ,  a  house 
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o f  wor sh ip  on  Richmond s t r ee t ,  be tween  Sa l em  
and Hanover  s t ree t s ,  which we expect  to  occupy  
ear ly  in the spr ing,  perhaps  before ,  I t  i s  des igned  
to seat  f rom 6 to 700 persons,  and wil l  be a mod- 
est ,  plain, wooden fabric,  not exceeding $5000 for  
its erection.

The  p re s en t  cond i t i on  o f  th i s  chu rch  i s  good ,  
i t s  fu ture  prospect s  f l a t te r ing ;  and an earnes t  de- 
sire is evident on the part of its members to be de- 
votedly pious,

——“Little and unknown, 
Loved and prized by God alone.”

Lucius C. Matlack, Pastor.

Sixth M. E. Church, Odeon.

The society that  now occupies  the Odeon com- 
menced  wor sh ip  there  on  the  second Sabba th  in  
January,  1842.  Rev, A. Stevens was the f i r s t  min- 
i s ter .  The church was  gathered in February,  con- 
s i s t i n g  o f  6 0  m e m b e r s .  T h e s e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  
ga thered  f rom the  severa l  Methodi s t  churches  in  
the ci ty.  During the winter and spring, this  infant  
church was blessed with a t ime of refreshing from  
the  p re s ence  o f  the  Lord .  I t  ha s  r e su l t ed  in  the  
ingathering of 60 to the church.

Rev .  B .  F .  Te f t  i s  t he  p re s en t  min i s t e r .  S ince  
he has taken charge of this stat ion there have been  
12 or 15 cases  of  hopeful  convers ion. The present  
prospec t s  o f  th i s  young s i s te r  in  Zion a re  h igh ly 
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encourag ing .  We s incere ly  hope  tha t  th i s  house ,  
which  was  for  many year s  devoted  to  de s t roy ing  
the  soul s  o f  men,  wi l l  be  the p lace  where  mul t i - 
tudes win be saved.

While  occupied as  a  theatre ,  thi s  house was  un- 
doubted ly  the h ighway of  grea t  numbers  to  ru in .  
We hope that i t  wil l  be yet recorded of thousands,  
t h a t  t h ey  we r e  h e r e  bo rn  i n t o  t h e  k i ngdom o f  
Christ.

East Boston.

The Methodi s t  Ep i scopa l  church ,  in  th i s  p l ace ,  
w a s  c on s i d e r e d  a  b r a n ch  o f  t h e  Benne t t  s t r e e t  
church, t i l l  July.  1842, when i t  was recognized by  
the conference as a distinct station. For six months,  
anter ior  to the ses s ion of  the conference,  in July ,  
1842 ,  they  were  f avored wi th  the  l abor s  o f  Rev.  
John W. Merri l l ,  la te pres ident of  Makendice col- 
l ege .  Hi s  l abo r s  in  th i s  p l a ce  were  in s t rument a l  
of much good, and a number were led to seek and  
ob t a in  “ s a l v a t i on  by  g r a ce  th rough  f a i t h  i n  ou r  
Lord Jesus  Chri s t .”  We have hi ther to worshipped  
i n  the  c i t y  Ward  room,  bu t  a r e  now e r ec t ing  a  
house of worship, which, though not large, wil l  be  
suf f ic ient ly commodious,  considering the youth of  
the society and the populat ion of the place. There  
is but one church in the place which we can recog- 
nize as evangelical, (Rev. Mr. Phelps’s) with which  
we cordially unite in all essential points, and cheer- 
fu l ly  labor with them, not so much to extend the  
inf luence and augment the interes t s  of  the church 
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of our choice,  as  to promote the cause of genuine  
p ie ty ,  and be ins t rumenta l  o f  re scuing soul s  f rom  
sp i r i tua l  dea th  and an  e te rna l  he l l ,  The  doc t r ine  
preached to the unpardoned and unsanct i f ied soul  
i s ,  that sa lvation is  possible; but i t  can only be se- 
cured by looking through the use of  the means to  
Christ ,  the meritorious and procuring cause of sal- 
vation,—teaching that we are not blest because we  
pray, because we speak, or because we believe, but  
because  Chr i s t  d ied .  We be l ieve  the  s a lva t ion o f  
the gospel to he pre-eminently a salvation by faith,  
obtained by faith, retained by faith,—a faith which  
i s  the only source of  “good works;” a fa i th which  
works by love and puri f ies  the heart ;—we are jus- 
t i f ied by fa i th only,  and our just i f icat ion originates  
solely in the grace of God.

I have deemed i t  just  to make these remarks,  for  
two  r e a son s .  1 .  Becau se  ou r  church  in  t h i s  pa r t  
o f  the  c i ty  i s  in  i t s  in f an t  s t age s ;  2 .  To d i s abuse  
the minds of  those who have erred in their  v iews  
concerning us, in consequence of certain misrepre- 
sentat ions ,  ident i fy ing our doctr ines ,  in some de- 
gree,  with the errors  of  Pelagius ;  whereas  we have  
no f e l l owship whateve r  with Pelagian,  or semi-Pela- 
gian errors.

Some interest ing cases of the conversion of indi- 
viduals who were looking for salvation through the  
(supposed) unconditionality of the gospel might be  
n a r r a t ed ,  who  now f e e l  t h a t  t h e  he a r t  mu s t  b e  
changed by the ef f icient agency of the Holy Spiri t  
o f  God .  We  r e j o i c e  i n  t h e  conve r s i on  o f  s ou l s 
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through whatsoever instrumentalities, and pray God  
to hasten the day of millennial glory.

Present number of  the church,  60.  Daniel  Rich- 
ards, Pastor.

May Street Church.

T h i s  i s  a  c o l o r e d  c h u r c h .  I t  w a s  g a t h e r e d  i n  
1 8 1 8  w i t h  2 3  membe r s .  I n  1 8 36  i t  w a s  v i s i t e d  
with a  specia l  reviva l  o f  re l ig ion,  During the la s t  
winter ,  the Lord,  who i s  no respecter  of  persons ,  
vis i ted this colored church equal ly with the white.  
The  r ev i v a l  began  in  J anua ry .  “The  in s t rumen- 
ta l i t ies  used,” says the pastor,  “were short preach- 
ing  and  p r aye r  mee t ing s .  A f t e r  p r e ach ing ,  i nv i - 
ting the mourner’s to the altar, urging them to give  
a l l  up  and  be l i eve  on Chr i s t .  Dur ing  the  rev iva l  
two  g r e a t  f i d d l e r s  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d ,  a nd  on e  o f  t h em  
bu rn t  h i s  f i dd l e .  Severa l  seamen found peace  wi th  
God.  The work ha s  subs ided in  a  g rea t  measure .  
The apparent  causes  were di f ferent  winds of  doc- 
t r i n e s ;  s u ch  a s  t h e  s e cond  coming  o f  Ch r i s t  i n  
1 8 4 3 .  I t  d i v i d e d  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  I n - 
s t ead  o f  a t t end ing  to  pre sent  duty ,  the  a t ten t ion  
wa s  d i v e r t e d  b y  t h e  d i s pu t e s . ”  The  numbe r  o f  
h o p e f u l  c o n v e r t s  i n  t h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  6 0 .  
The pre sent  number  o f  the  church ,  i s  130 .  Sam- 
uel Snowden, Pastor.

The  Method i s t  Ep i s copa l  church  ha s  now n ine  
churches and 2613 members .  1201 have been add- 
ed the pas t  year .  I t  i s  now l i t t le  more than ha l f  a  
century  s ince  Methodi sm f i r s t  obta ined a  perma-
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f o o t i n g  i n  t h i s  c i t y .  I t s  b e g i n n i n g  w a s  v e r y  
f e eb l e .  Bu t  f r om t ime  t o  t ime  God  h a s  pou r ed  
ou t  h i s  Sp i r i t ,  and  en l a rged  the i r  borde r s .  They  
h av e  p e r f o rmed  an  impo r t an t  p a r t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  
work of restoring evangel ica l  re l igion to this  c i ty.  
They  sha red  l a rge ly  in  the  b le s s ing  be s towed on  
u s  du r i n g  t h e  l a s t  w in t e r  a nd  s p r i n g .  I t  i s  bu t  
just ice to say of this  branch of the great  family of  
ev ange l i c a l  chu rche s ,  t h a t  t hey  a r e  en t e rp r i s i ng  
l abor ious  and  se l f -deny ing .  More  might  be  s a id ,  
but  i t  i s  not  the object  of  th i s  work to exa l t  one  
denomination above another,  or to promote secta- 
r i an or  par ty  v iews .  I t  i s  ra ther  to make the sev- 
e r a l  evange l i c a l  churche s  in  th i s  c i t y  be t t e r  a c - 
qua in t ed  w i th  e ach  o the r ;  to  b r ing  them to  s ee  
t h a t  God  i s  no  r e s p e c t e r  o f  d enomina t i on s  any  
more  t h an  o f  pe r son s .  The  t rue  chu r ch  o f  God  
tha t  he  owns  and  b le s s e s  now,  and  wi l l  a r r ay  in  
l inen clean and white hereafter,  i s  not confined to  
one  denomina t ion .  I t  i s  found among those  who  
believe in the doctrine of atonement and the agen- 
cy of the Holy Ghost,  in renewing and sancti fying  
the hearts of men. God owns these several branch- 
e s  o f  h i s  church.  Why should they not  own each  
o the r ?  God love s  and  b l e s s e s  them.  Why shou ld  
t h e y  no t  l o v e  a nd  b l e s s  e a ch  o t h e r ?  The s e  a r e  
questions that we couId not well  refrain from ask- 
ing, in view of what God has done for the different  
d enomina t i on s  i n  t h i s  c i t y .  We  h ave  l ooked  a t  
these churches as so many s i s ters  of the same fam- 
i l y ,  a s  s o  many  b r anche s  o f  t h e  s ame  v ine .  We 
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hope that  the facts  contained in this  l i t t le  volume  
wil l  do much to destroy a bigoted, sectarian spirit ,  
and en la rge  the  hear t  wi th  genuine benevolence .  
I f  i t  sha l l ,  i n  any  good  deg ree ,  p romote  a  t ru l y  
chr i s t i an  ca tho l i c  sp i r i t ,  one  g rea t  de s ign  o f  the  
editor will be accomplished.

 Received in 1842, Whole No.
North Bennett Street, 530 866
Bromfield Street, 150 412
Church Street, 125 320
South Boston, 76 200
North Russell Street, 150 430
Fifth M. E. Church, 50 92
Odeon, 60 120
East Boston,  60
Mr. Snowden’s, 60 130

Total, 1201 2630

CHAPTER X.

Seamen’s Bethel Church—Freewill Baptist Church—German  
Lutheran Church—German Reformed Lutheran Church— 
African M. E. Church—Wesleyan M. E. Zion’s Church.

Seamen’s Bethel Church.

This society was formed in 1829, by the exertions  
o f  Rev .  E .  T .  Tay lo r ,  a  Method i s t  min i s t e r .  He  
f i r s t  preached in the old Methodist  meeting-house  
in Methodis t  a l ley,  to seamen. He continued here 
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unt i l  1832,  when the present  edi f ice  was  erected.  
A blue f lag i s  displayed here on the Sabbath, with  
the word “Bethel” inscribed on it.

A  c h u r c h  w a s  g a t h e r e d  i n  1 8 3 6 .  I t  d o e s  n o t  
s tand connected with any part icular denomination.  
I t  profes sedly receives  the Bib le ,  a s  i t s  a r t ic le s  of  
fa i th and covenant .  This  society i s  under the pat- 
ronage  o f  the  “Bos ton Por t  Soc ie ty .”  Connected  
w i th  th i s  e s t ab l i shment ,  i s  the  “Be the l  Read ing  
Room,” under the charge of a superintendent,  for  
t h e  s p e c i a l  b e n e f i t  o f  s e a m e n ,  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  
“Bethe l  Temperance  Soc i e ty,” for the benef i t  of  sa i- 
lor s ,  formed on the pr inc ip le  o f  tota l  abs t inence.  
Mr.  Tay lor  has  exer ted a  sa lutary  in f luence upon  
the sa i lor s .  S ince the church was  organized,  they  
have received 160 members .  I t s  present number i s  
118; received the last year 12.

The good that  i s  accompl i shed by a  preacher  to  
seamen, is not so visible as where a congregation is  
s t a t ionary .  The impre s s ion  made  upon a  s t a t ion- 
ary  congregat ion i s  mani fe s ted a t  d i f fe rent  t imes .  
A congregat ion of  sa i lors  i s  cont inual ly  changing.  
Truth may take hold of  a  mind in Boston and re- 
sul t  in his  convers ion at  sea ,  or in a foreign port .  
A  seamen’ s  p reacher  may  have  sp i r i tua l  ch i ld ren  
th a t  he  w i l l  neve r  know in  th i s  wor ld .  He  may  
not  see so much of  the resu l t s  o f  h i s  l abor  a s  the  
minis ter  of  a  s ta t ionary congregat ion;  s t i l l  i f  he i s  
fa i thfu l  to hi s  Master ,  he wi l l  receive hi s  reward.  
Undoubted ly ,  in  the  day  when the  sec re t s  o f  a l l  
hear t s  sha l l  be  revea led ,  i t  wi l l  appear  tha t  many 
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sons of the ocean have received impressions, at the  
Bethel church, that resulted in their conversion.

We regret to learn that the heal th of Mr. Taylor  
ha s  f a i l ed ,  and  tha t  h i s  phy s i c i an s  have  d i r ec ted  
him to take a voyage to China for i t s  res torat ion.  
May  the  Lord  b le s s  th i s  t empora ry  re s t  f rom h i s  
labours and in his own time return him to his peo- 
ple with invigorated health and renewed consecra- 
tion to his work among the tribe of Zebulon.

Freewill Baptist Church in Causeway Street.

Thi s  church  was  o rgan ized  Dec .  1838 ,  wi th  11  
membe r s .  “No  p a r t i cu l a r  s e r i ou sne s s , ”  s a y s  t h e  
pastor, “was visible earlier than the first of Novem- 
ber.  About this  t ime there was an increase of  zea l  
in  the prayer s  and te s t imonies  o f  the members  o f  
the  church  in  the  ve s t ry  meet ing s .  Thi s  re su l t ed  
in an increase of numbers at  our evening worship,  
and  in  f a c t ,  a t  a l l  ou r  mee t ing s .  By  the  f i r s t  o f  
December  i t  wa s  p l a in  to  be  s een  tha t  God  wa s  
among us .  There was a  solemn inquiry among the  
members of the church into the doctrine of person- 
al  holiness ,  or entire consecrat ion to God. Indeed,  
I  have s ince  thought  tha t  the  meet ings  tha t  were  
held by a  few of  the members  of  the church with  
special reference to this subject, were blest of God  
by a preparation of the hearts of those for the work  
that fol lowed. By the middle of December a num- 
ber had been converted, and the spirit of revival was  
upon the church and many of the congregation. Our 
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f i r s t  b a p t i s m ,  I  t h i n k ,  w a s  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  w h e n  
at one time I baptized 33, who, before this time, had  
obtained hope in Chris t .  The work was now gen- 
e ra l  wi th  u s ,  and  meet ing s  fo r  a  long  t ime were  
ho lden  eve ry  n i gh t ,  I  b ap t i z ed  i n  a l l  a bou t  80 .  
As to agents and means, I wil l  only say, we had no  
help but from heaven. The members of the church  
were the principal  workmen, and prayer and test i- 
mony were  the  ch ie f  means .  There  was  no v i s i t - 
ing f rom house to house,  and but  very l i t t le  run- 
ning to other meetings.  We have no evidence that  
the preaching of Elder Knapp, of Mr. Kirk, of Mr.  
Maff i t ,  or of any others that vis i ted Boston at that  
t ime,  was  of  any specia l  a id in the work.  Indeed,  
it was thought that inasmuch as their preaching did  
occas ional ly draw away some of our laborers ,  that  
i t  wa s  r a the r  a  h indrance  than  a  he lp  to  u s .  We  
have had but few cases of backsl iding since the re- 
vival, and a holy influence is yet lingering upon our  
assembly.

Present number of members,  160, Rev. Mr. Hol- 
man, Pastor.

German Lutheran Church.

During the la s t  ten year s  a  cons iderable  number  
of  Germans have col lected in thi s  c i ty .  In 1834,  a  
German gent leman commenced holding meet ings .  
Rev. Henry G. Smith came to Boston in 1836. He  
succeeded in gathering a considerable congregation.  
The two great divisions of Protestants, Lutheran and  
Reformed, were united. But about two years s ince 
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they  d iv ided .  The  Lutheran  pa r ty  wor sh ip  in  a  
hall at the corner of Washington and Castle streets.  
They  have  commenced  the  e rec t ion  o f  a  church  
and have completed thei r  ves t ry .  This  church has  
125 communicants; 27 have been received this year.  
Rev. George H. Brandau, the Pastor,  i s  connected  
with the Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania.

German Reformed Lutheran Church.

This port ion of the German populat ion separated  
f rom the other  about  two year s  s ince .  They have  
a t tempted to unite with the other party ,  hut  they  
have not  succeeded.  They now worship in Boyl s- 
ton Hal l .  They have purchased a piece of  land on  
Suf fo lk s t reet  to erect  an house of  worship.  They  
have subscr ibed among themse lves  $1200 for  th i s  
purpose, and have appealed to the public for help.  
They have 200 communicants ;  30 convers ions  the  
l a s t  y e a r .  They  h ave  a  S abba th  s choo l  o f  40  o r  
50 children. George G. Kempe, Pastor.

African M. E. Church, Bethel.

T h i s  c h u r c h  h a s  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  1 2  o r  1 4  
y e a r s ,  Th i s  b r anch  o f  t h e  Me thod i s t  f am i l y  a r e  
composed  en t i re ly  o f  peop le  o f  co lor .  No whi te  
men be long to  the i r  church ,  Thi s  church ha s  no  
res ident ordained minister.  Rev. Mr. Campbel l ,  of  
Providence, vis i t s  them quarter ly.  They have local  
preacher’s who exercise their gifts in the absence of  
the  min i s t e r  i n  cha rge .  The  church  number s  53  
members; 12 have been added the last year.
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Wesleyan M. E. Zion’s Church.

Th i s  church  wa s  g a the red  June  13 ,  1838 ,  con- 
s i s t ing of 36 members.  Mr. Jehiel  C. Beman is  the  
pa s tor .  Thi s  church i s  composed ent i re ly  o f  co l - 
ored people who have no connection with s lavery.  
They enjoyed a season of refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord during the last winter and spring.  
S ince Dec.  l a s t ,  124 have been rece ived into th i s  
church .  I t  now conta in s  205  member s .  The  pa s - 
tor thus describes one of the scenes of the revival.

A few weeks s ince, I  received an invitat ion from  
a man who keeps a public boarding-house for sea- 
men,  in Ann s t reet ,  to come and hold a  re l ig ious  
meeting. I accepted the invitation, and on arriving  
at the place, I found the room that was designed for  
the meeting, was one formerly occupied for dancing  
and  g amb l ing .  The  peop l e  g a the r ed ,  i n  numbe r  
about  75 ,  o f  d i f fe rent  ages ,  and the  Spi r i t  o f  the  
Lord was  present  to awaken the s inner .  The cr ies  
for mercy were loud from many, which continued  
unt i l  the meet ing c losed.  The invi ta t ion for  ano- 
ther meeting was renewed, and they have been con- 
t inued for  severa l  weeks .  The man of  the  house ,  
and his  wife,  have both been hopeful ly converted;  
and a  scene in one of  the meet ings  was  a f fect ing,  
a s  t h e  man  o f  t h e  hou s e  a ro s e  and  commenced  
t e l l i n g  w h a t  t h e  L o r d  h a d  d o n e  f o r  h i m ,  a n d  
t h a n k i n g  t h e  G o d  o f  a l l  g r a c e  t h a t  h i s  h e a r t  
wa s  ch anged ,  and  t h a t  h i s  hou s e  h ad  become  a  
house of prayer, and that the room that used to be  
devoted to  danc ing ,  dr inking and gambl ing ,  now 
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was  occupied for  the worship of  the Lord.  Whi le  
making these  remarks ,  he was  interrupted by one  
of  hi s  former as socia tes ,  who used to meet  in the  
s ame  room to  dance .  Th i s  man ,  however ,  a  f ew  
weeks s ince,  found peace in bel ieving,  The inter- 
ruption was this—“Did I not join you on Christmas  
night, in this place, to serve the enemy?—and now  
we have met  beneath th i s  roof  to  pray ,”  sa id  he .  
“Thank  the  Lo rd ,  t h a t  we  h ave  been  s p a r ed  t o  
meet here to worship the King of kings,  and Lord  
of lords.” They then shook hands,  and praised the  
Lord, hand in hand. And while they were thus en- 
gaged in giving glory to him who died to save sin- 
ners, the effect was felt by all others who were their  
associates in wickedness.

Many who used to frequent this  house,  and have  
during the recent revival, found pardon, joined with  
them, saying, “I was not I here on Christmas,”—and  
another  and another ,  “Was  I  not  here  l ikewi se .”  
One man, with grey hairs ,  who has seen the frosts  
o f  many winter s ,  s a id—“And I  was  here  too,  and  
have  o f ten been here ;  but  the  Lord be  pra i sed ,  I  
t rust  he has taken my feet  out of  the horr ible pi t ,  
and put  a  new song in  my mouth,  even pra i se  to  
our God.”

While this was the order of the meeting, and the  
o ld so ld ier  of  the cros s  was  pra i s ing the Lord for  
what he had done in Ann street, and in this family,  
and the neighboring families in this part of the city,  
the unconverted who were present  ca l led a loud— 
“Lord, what shall I do to be saved?”
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CHAPTER XI.

THE VICINITY OF BOSTON.

It is not in the city only that God has, during the  
few past  years ,  turned back the capt ivi ty of  Zion.  
The  s ame  s p i r i t  h a s  b e en  s h ed  down  upon  t h e  
ne ighbor ing  towns .  La rge  a cce s s ion s  were  made  
to nearly al l  the evangelical churches. I will briefly  
notice what God has done in the vicinity.

Dorche ster .—In  1808 ,  J ohn  Codman ,  D .  D . ,  
was ordained over the Second church in Dorches- 
ter .  He very ear ly refused to exchange with those  
who  had  depa r t ed  f rom the  f a i th  o f  the  go spe l .  
Hi s  church  number s  340 .  The  Vi l l age  church  in  
Dorchester ,  which i s  a  colony sent forth from Dr.  
Codman ’ s ,  h a s  ove r  200  member s .  The  Bap t i s t s  
have a  church near  Neponset  br idge ,  tha t  count s  
142 professors .  The Methodist s  a l so have a church  
at the village.

Roxbury .—Twen ty  y e a r s  a go ,  t h e  numbe r  o f  
evangel ical  professors  in this  town was very smal l .  
The Baptist  church was gathered in 1821; now has  
385  member s .  The Orthodox church in  the  F i r s t  
parish, called the “Eliot church,” has 147 members.  
The West  Roxbury church conta ins  69 members ; 
and the Methodists have a church in the First parish,  
and the Bapti s t s  have recent ly gathered one at  Ja- 
maica Plains.

Brookline.—A Bapt i s t  church was  organized in  
this town, in 1827, and has 168 members.
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Brighton.—An Orthodox church  was  ga thered  
a t  Br igh ton  in  1828 .  S ince  i t s  o rgan i za t ion ,  300  
have been admitted to i t s  communion; 158 are i t s  
present number.

Cambridge.—As thi s  was the s i te  of  the univer- 
sity that had forsaken the faith of the fathers, it was  
to be expected that it would exert a deleterious in- 
f luence  upon the  popu l a t ion  o f  the  town.  Some  
12 or 15 years ago, the church connected with the  
First parish, was exiled from the house, where they  
a nd  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  h ad  wo r sh i pped .  Th i s  chu r ch  
h a s  1 6 0  m e m b e r s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n  E p i s c o p a l  
chu r ch  a t  O ld  Cambr idge .  In  1817 ,  t he  Bap t i s t  
church was  gathered a t  the Port .  I t  now numbers  
3 80  commun i c an t s ,  The  Bap t i s t s  h ave  a  chu r ch  
l i kewi s e  a t  Ea s t  Cambr idge ,  g a the red  1827 ,  167  
member s .  The  Tr in i t a r i an  church  a t  Cambr idge- 
po r t  wa s  o r g an i z ed  i n  1 828 ,  h a s  2 24  membe r s .  
La s t  spr ing a  number  o f  per sons  went  for th  f rom  
th i s  body  and  fo rmed  a  new church ;  and  a  new  
Orthodox church has  a l so la te ly  been gathered a t  
East Cambridge. During the past season the Meth- 
odists  have erected a house at Cambridgeport,  and  
have fair prospects of building up a good society.

Charlestown.—The original  church in Charles- 
town ha s  a lway s  adhe red  to  the  f a i th  o f  the  f a - 
thers ,  and has about 300 communicants .  Winthrop  
church was gathered in 1833, counts 250 members.  
The  Bap t i s t  church  ha s  394  communican t s .  The  
Methodis t s  and Episcopal ians  have churches  here .
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Chelsea.—About 1828, the Orthodox Congrega- 
t ional i s t s  gathered a  smal l  church at  Chel sea cen- 
t re .  S ince the v i l l age  has  been formed a t  Winne- 
simmet, the Baptists have gathered a church of 165  
members ,  The Methodi s t s  and Epi scopa l i ans  have  
a l so organized churches .  Sept .  1841,  an Orthodox  
c hu r ch  o f  4 2  membe r s  w a s  g a t h e r e d ,  a nd  now  
numbers 120.

Th i s  i s  a  b r i e f  ske t ch  o f  the  p rog re s s  o f  evan- 
g e l i c a l  r e l i g i on  i n  t h e  s ubu rb s  o f  Bo s t on .  The  
tone  o f  pub l i c  s en t iment  ha s  been changed .  The  
c i ty  and i t s  suburbs  have,  to a  great  extent ,  been  
b r ough t  b a c k  upon  t h e  g r ound  o f  ou r  Pu r i t a n  
f a t h e r s .  The i r  memo r i e s  a r e  now  r e v e r e d ,  a nd  
no t  a s  i n  f o rme r  y e a r s  made  t h e  f r e quen t  s ub - 
ject s  of  r id icule .  Nothing has  made New England  
what it is, but the influence of evangelical religion.  
And i t  mus t  be  the  in f luence  o f  the  s ame sen t i - 
ments that  wil l  maintain and perpetuate this  char- 
acter.

J u s t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  r ev i v a l  h a s  ex - 
tended, just so far the primitive spirit of New Eng- 
l and  i s  che r i shed .  Cou ld  i t  b e  en t i r e l y  d i f f u s ed  
through the city and its suburbs, the very spirit that  
p l an t ed  the  chu r che s  a round  Ma s s a chu s e t t s  Bay  
would return.

Bo s ton  wou ld  then  become  wha t  i t  wa s  i n  i t s  
e a r l y  h i s t o r y  when  an  Eng l i s hman  r e s i d ed  he r e 
seven years, and “Neither heard an oath, nor saw a  
person drunk.”
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CONCLUSION.

In reviewing the history of the revival ,  as i t  appeared  
in Boston, we remark that special prayer precedes a re- 
vival  of rel igion. Some have erroneously supposed that  
the late revival in this city, did not commence until after  
the year  1842 began.  But the fact s  that  have been de- 
veloped in the statements made by several of the church- 
es in different denominations, prove that it commenced  
in the year 1841. The revival  in Garden s treet  Church  
commenced with her existence, which was in July, 1841.  
In Bowdoin street Church, a spirit  of prayer was mani- 
f e s t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  au tumn .  The  s ame  wa s  t r u e  r e - 
spec t ing  Mar lboro ’  Chape l  and  Cent ra l  Church .  The  
pas tor  of  the South Boston Bapt i s t  Church says ,  “that  
the church was revived some months before the reforma- 
t ion commenced.”  In  Mr.  S tow’ s  church ,  the  rev iva l  
commenced in the autumn. The pastor of the Bowdoin  
square  Church  s ay s ,  “ I  found an  improv ing  re l ig ious  
feeling among my people throughout the autumn, which  
gave me full confidence that the winter would develope  
results  of the most animating character.” The same was  
a l so true in severa l  of  the Methodis t  churches.  From a  
re ference to these tes t imonies ,  i t  i s  evident  that  there  
was an awakened spirit of prayer considerably extensive  
in the city during the autumnal months. The world was  
not  indeed  aware  o f  the se  weep ings  in  sec re t  p l ace s .  
Many professors of religion were in a profound sleep, and  
a s  busy about their  world ly a f fa i r s  a s  though they had  
never been bought with the price of atoning blood. But  
sti l l the number was not small that cried, day and night,  
“O Lord rev ive  thy work.  For  Zion’ s  s ake  I  wi l l  not  
hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I wil l  not rest ,  
unt i l  the r ighteousnes s  thereof  go for th a s  br ightnes s , 
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and the sa lvat ion thereof as  a  lamp that  burneth.” The  
Lo rd  hea rd  and  an swered  the s e  p r aye r s ,  Th i s  f a c t  i s  
nothing that i s  peculiar to this  revival .  God always has  
c onnec t ed  end s  w i t h  mean s .  When  he  r e s t o r ed  t h e  
children of Israel from Babylonish captivity, “He would  
yet for this be inquired of before he would do it for them.”  
Daniel ,  Ezra,  Nehemiah and others ,  prayed, fas ted and  
wept .  God heard  the i r  p rayer s ,  and  re s tored  them to  
the land of their fathers’ sepulchres.

Before the revival at the day of Pentecost, a ten days’  
p r a y e r  mee t i n g  wa s  h e l d  i n  t h a t  up p e r  r o om  by  t h e  
pr imi t ive  d i sc ip le s ;  and whenever  the Holy Spi r i t  has  
been poured out in our day, it has always been preceded  
by  p r a y e r .  “P r a y e r  move s  t h e  h and  t h a t  move s  t h e  
wor ld .”  In answer  to  prayer ,  he  tha t  has  a l l  hear t s  in  
his hand and turns them as the rivers of water are turned,  
tu rn s  them unto  h imse l f .  When h i s  ch i ld ren  c ry ,  “O  
that thou wouldst rend the heavens, that thou, wouldst  
come down and make the mountains f low down at thy  
p r e s ence ,”  he  doe s  the  th ing s  th a t  they  de s i r e ,  The  
heavens  a re  rent ,  God comes  down to  ea r th ,  and the  
mounta ins  mel t .  He turns  back aga in  the  capt iv i ty  o f  
Z i o n  a s  s t r e a m s  o f  t h e  s o u t h .  L e t  n o t  a n y  c h u r c h  
vainly imagine that God wil l  vis i t  them with a t ime of  
r e f r e s h i n g ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  p r a y e r l e s s  s t a t e ,  
Prayer s  mus t  go up  before  b le s s ings  come down.  Thi s  
i s  the  in s t i tu ted  ord inance  o f  God,  Hi s  in junc t ion  i s  
“Pray without ceasing.” “Pray always and not faint.”

2.  We remark that  i t  i s  es sent ia l  to the puri ty of  re- 
v iva l s  tha t  the  t e s t s  o f  ch r i s t i an  cha r ac te r  be  c l e a r l y  
stated.

In conducting revival s ,  nothing i s  more important to  
the permanent prosperity of the church, than a dist inct  
del ineat ion of the tra i t s  of  chri s t ian character .  I f  more  
o r  l e s s  than  the  gospe l  t e rms  o f  s a lva t ion  a re  s t a t ed ,  
s inners wil l  take up with fa l se hopes.  They wil l  be de- 
ce ived and lo s t  through er roneous  in s t ruc t ion,  There  
rests  therefore a peculiar responsibi l i ty upon those that  
d i r e c t  t h e  i nqu i r i e s  o f  anx iou s  s ou l s .  The  t e rms  o f 
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sa lvat ion should be s tated c lear ly,—nothing kept back,  
nothing over s tated.  Nothing should be made essent ia l  
to  chr i s t i an character  that  God has  not  made so .  Per- 
haps i t  may impart  some l ight on this  subject ,  to show  
how inquir ing s inners  fe l t  under the instruct ions of  so  
pungent and discriminating a preacher as President Ed- 
wards .  “In those in whom awakenings  seem to have a  
saving i s sue,” says Edwards,  “commonly the f i r s t  thing  
that appears after their legal  trouble, i s  a conviction of  
the justice of God in their condemnation, a sense of their  
own exceeding s infulness ,  and the vi leness  of  a l l  their  
pe r fo rmance s .  In  g iv ing  an  accoun t  o f  th i s  they  ex- 
pre s sed  themse lve s  very  va r ious ;  some,  tha t  they  s aw  
that God was a sovereign, and might receive others and  
re ject  them; some, that  they were convinced that  God  
might justly bestow mercy on every person in the town,  
and damn themselves to all eternity; some, that they see  
that God may justly have no regard to all the pains they  
have taken,  and a l l  the prayers  they have made;  some,  
that they see that i f  they should seek, and take the ut- 
most pains all their lives, God might justly cast them into  
he l l  a t  l a s t ,  because  a l l  the i r  l abor s ,  prayer s  and tear s  
cannot make atonement for their least sin, nor merit any  
bless ing at the hand of God; some have declared them- 
se lves to be in the hands of  God, that  he can and may  
dispose of them just as  he pleases;  some, that God may  
glorify himself in their damnation; and they wonder that  
God has suffered them to l ive so long, and has not cast  
them into hell long ago.

“Common ly  pe r son s ’  m ind s ,  immed i a t e l y  a f t e r  the  
discovery of God’s justice, are exceedingly rest less ,  and  
in a kind of struggle and tumult, and sometimes in mere  
anguish; but general ly as soon as they have this convic- 
tion it immediately brings their mind to a calm and a be- 
fo re  unexpec ted  qu ie tne s s  and  composure ;  and  mos t  
frequently, though not always, then the pressing weight  
upon their spirit is taken away, and a general hope arises  
that some time or other God will be gracious, even before 
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any  d i s t inc t  and  pa r t i cu l a r  d i s cover ie s  o f  mercy ;  and  
of ten they then come to a conclus ion with themselves  
that  they wi l l  l ie  a t  God’s  feet  and wai t  h i s  t ime;  and  
they res t  in  that ,  not  be ing sens ib le  that  the Spir i t  o f  
God has brought them to a frame whereby they are pre- 
pared for mercy; for i t  i s  remarkable that persons when  
they first have this sense of God’s justice, rarely, in the  
t ime of it ,  think any thing of its being that humiliation  
that  they have often heard ins i s ted on, and that  others  
experience.

“In some cases their sense of the excel lency of God’s  
justice in their condemnation, and their approbation of it,  
was such that they almost cal led i t  ‘a  wil l ingness to be  
d a m n e d . ’  B u t  E d w a r d s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  
must  have been used without any c lear  idea of  i t s  im- 
port, and must have meant only that salvation appeared  
too good for them; and that the glory of God’s  just ice  
ought not to be sacri f iced for their sakes. That calm of  
spirit that some persons have found after their legal dis- 
tresses,  continues some time before any special  and de- 
lightful manifestation is made to the soul, of the grace of  
God as revealed in the gospel; but very often some com- 
fortable and sweet view of a merciful God, of a sufficient  
Redeemer, or of some great and joyful things of the gos- 
pel, immediately follows, or in a very little time; and in  
some the f i r s t  s ight  o f  the i r  deser t  o f  he l l ,  and God’ s  
sovereignty with respect to their salvation, and a discov- 
ery of sufficient grace, are so near, that they seem to go  
as it were together.

“It  has  more frequent ly been so among us that  when  
persons have f i r s t  had their  gospel  ground of re l ief  for  
lost sinners discovered to them, and have been entertain- 
ing their minds with sweet prospects, they have thought  
noth ing a t  the  t ime of  the i r  be ing conver ted ,  To see  
tha t  there  i s  such an a l l - su f f ic iency in  God,  and such  
plentiful provision made in Christ, after they have been  
borne down and sunk with a sense of their guilt and fears  
of wrath, exceedingly refreshes them. The view is  joy- 
ful to them all it is in its own nature glorious, and gives 
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them quite  new and more del ight fu l  ideas  of  God and  
Christ, and greatly encourages them to seek conversion,  
and begets in them a strong resolution to give themselves  
up, and to devote their whole lives to God and his Son,  
and pa t ient ly  wa i t  unt i l  God sha l l  s ee  f i t  to  make a l l  
effectual; and very often they entertain a strong persua- 
sion, that he will in his own time do it for them.

There is wrought in them a holy repose of soul in God  
through Christ, and a secret disposition to fear and love  
Him, and to hope for bles s ings f rom Him in thi s  way.  
And yet they have now no imagination that they are now  
converted; it does not so much as come into their minds;  
and very often the reason i s ,  that  they do not see that  
they do accept of this sufficiency of salvation that they be- 
hold in Christ, having entertained a wrong notion of ac- 
ceptance, not being sensible of the obedient, and joyful  
entertainment which their hearts give to the discovery of  
grace ,  in  a  rea l  acceptance of  i t .  They know not  that  
the sweet complacency that they feel  in the mercy and  
complete salvation of God, as it includes pardon and sanc- 
tification, and is held forth to them only through Christ,  
i s  a  t rue receiving of  his  mercy or a pla in evidence of  
receiving i t .  They expected,  I  know not what  kind of  
act of the soul, and perhaps they had no distinct idea of  
it themselves.”

Such is Edwards’ account of the religious experience of  
the converts of Northampton in the “Great awakening,”  
or rather this took place before 1740. It is manifest that  
be preached the law in all its length and breadth. It had  
performed the work upon their souls .  He had also held  
up Chr i s t  a s  an  a l l - su f f i c ient  Sav iour .  These  conver t s  
submitted entirely to God’s wil l .  They justi f ied the law  
that condemned them, and ascribed their salvation to rich  
and free grace; and under such discriminating instructions  
a s  Edwards  gave ,  the  number  tha t  would  re s t  in  f a l se  
hopes, would be few.

Edwards’ converts could say in the language of Watts, 
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“Should sudden vengeance seize my breath, 
I must pronounce thee just in death; 
And if my soul were sent to hell, 
Thy righteous law approves it well.”

Still they would add the petition contained in the next  
verse,

“Yet save a trembling sinner, Lord, 
Whose hope, still hovering round thy word, 
Would light on some sweet promise there, 
Some sure support against despair.”

3.  We remark, that  i t  has been God’s  method in past  
ages to build up his church mostly by revivals of religion.

Some in this era of l ight, pretend that revivals of reli- 
gion are new things under the sun; that they are got up for  
party purposes  by craf t  and cunning.  But such persons  
can never have s tudied the word of  God with care,  or  
they would have seen that  under the old di spensat ion,  
God had se t  t imes  to favor  Zion.  God poured out  hi s  
Spirit upon the generation who were born in the wilder- 
nes s .  They served the  Lord a l l  the  days  o f  Joshua .  In  
the days of Jehosaphat, Asa, Josiah and Hezekiah, there  
were great and glorious revivals of pure and undefiled re- 
l ig ion.  The same a l so took p lace when the Jews were  
re turned f rom Baby loni sh  capt iv i ty .  On these  severa l  
occasions, the whole nation entered into covenant with  
God anew. At the commencement of the chris t ian era,  
there was a great and glorious revival of genuine religion. 
The se  s e a son s  cons t i tu ted  the  g lo ry  o f  the  p r imi t ive  
church. They las ted unti l  the church was amalgamated  
wi th  the  s t a te .  When the  church became secu la r i zed ,  
worldly in her temper and spiri t ,  revivals  ceased. Litt le  
was heard of them from the sixth up to the sixteenth cen- 
tury.  At  the era  of  the Reformat ion,  when the gospel  
was again preached in its primitive purity, the Holy Ghost  
re turned once more upon the nat ions  of  Europe.  The  
English Puritans were the zealous advocates of revivals .  
In  the  sp i r i t  o f  r ev iva l s ,  Win th rop  and  h i s  company  
founded the churches around Massachusetts Bay, During 
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the  f i r s t  th i r ty  year s  o f  the i r  ex i s tence ,  they  en joyed  
a  cont inua l  rev iva l .  In  1740 ,  the  sp i r i t  o f  rev iva l  re- 
turned upon these churches. All the ministers of Boston,  
with the except ion of  Dr.  Chauncy,  were the decided  
friends of this revival. Thousands and thousands f locked  
to hear Mr. Whitef ie ld and the Tennants preach. Ear ly  
in the present century, the spirit of revival returned upon  
the  two Bapt i s t  churches ,  and the  Old South .  Before  
this, almost the whole city had apostatized from the faith  
of  the fa ther s .  When the enemy came in l ike a  f lood,  
the Lord li fted up a standard against him. The Lord be- 
gan to turn back the captivity of Zion.

The city has now forty-f ive congregations, where the  
fundamental  doctr ines of  the gospel  are preached. Du- 
ring the past year, more than 4000 individuals have been  
added  to  the se  churche s .  Th i s  i s  the  mos t  ex ten s i ve  
revival that this city has ever witnessed, with the excep- 
tion of 1740. It is one of those special seasons of mercy  
with which God has always been accustomed to build up  
h i s  church .  I t  ha s  made good peop le  be t te r ,  e leva ted  
the i r  p ie ty  and increased a l l  the i r  chr i s t i an graces .  In  
the progress  of  the work,  many Sabbath-breakers  have  
been taught to “Remember the Sabbath day to keep i t  
holy.” Many that took the name of the Lord in vain, now  
b l e s s  and  ex to l  h i s  ho ly  name ,  A  cons ide r ab l e  num- 
be r  o f  vende r s  o f  “d i s t i l l ed  damna t ion ,”  ( to  u se  the  
words of Robert Hall , )  have ceased to traf f ic in i t ,  and  
have enlisted under the banner of temperance that waves  
high in the air. Some that had defrauded their neighbors,  
have  con fe s s ed  the i r  s in  and  made  re s t i tu t ion .  La rge  
numbers who are in the dew of their youth, have sub- 
scribed with their own hands unto the Lord. Many that  
were rest ing in fa l se systems of re l igion, have forsaken  
their refuges of lies, and built their hopes upon the stone,  
t h e  t r i e d  s t o n e ,  t h e  c h i e f  c o r n e r - s t o n e ,  e l e c t ,  p r e c i o u s .  
In one word, the results of this revival have been such as  
to honor God and magnify the riches of his grace.

4 .  We remark  tha t  the  church  mus t  no t  depend on  
men or measures to revive religion.
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At the present day, in some instances,  there has been  
a n  i m p r o p e r  r e l i a n c e  o n  m e n  a n d  m e a s u r e s .  S o m e  
churches have supposed that if they could have such and  
such a  man for  thei r  mini s ter ,  that  they should sure ly  
have a revival  of  re l igion; or could a part icular  course  
of pleasures he adopted, they should infallibly secure the  
gi f t  of the Holy Ghost.  But i t  must be understood that  
no particular men, or any set of measures, will necessari- 
ly secure the Holy Spirit. It is written, “Cursed is he that  
trusteth in man.” All the eloquence, learning and talent,  
in the whole church, cannot secure the conversion of a  
s ingle soul. God has committed the work of converting  
sou l s  to  the  church  in  her  organ ized  capac i ty .  Every  
p a s t o r ,  d e a con ,  and  chu r ch  membe r ,  h a s  h i s  s phe r e  
a s s igned h im.  He i s  re spons ib le  fo r  the  dut ie s  o f  the  
s ta t ion where he i s  p laced.  He cannot work by proxy.  
His own growth in grace and spiritual enjoyment depend  
upon h i s  f ide l i ty  and ac t iv i ty .  He cannot  be  wate red  
himsel f ,  except he attempts to water others .  Al l  that i s  
needful for a continual revival  i s ,  that every individual  
christian live near to God, and perform with fidelity the  
dai ly dut ies  that  devolve on him. The continual  bless- 
ing that wil l  come upon such a man is described in the  
f irst Psalm, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the  
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sin- 
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his de- 
l ight i s  in the law of the Lord; and in his  law doth he  
med i t a t e  d ay  and  n igh t .  And  he  sha l l  be  l i ke  a  t r ee  
p lanted by the r ivers  of  water ,  that  br ingeth for th hi s  
f ru i t  in  h i s  sea son;  h i s  l ea f  a l so  sha l l  not  wi ther ,  and  
what soever  he doeth sha l l  prosper .”  A church and i t s  
officers composed of such men, avoiding every sin, and ac- 
tively engaged in doing good, will not labor in vain, God  
wil l  not he unmindful of them. He wil l  bless them and  
r ende r  t h em b l e s s i n g s  t o  o t h e r s .  They  w i l l  s e e  t h e  
p l e a su re  o f  the  Lo rd  p ro spe r  i n  the i r  h and s .  Ha r l an  
Page cont inua l ly  s aw the f ru i t  o f  h i s  l abor .  A church  
composed of such men, would see a constant ingathering  
of souls, But if this spirit of sacrifice and active engagedness 



 conclusion. 143

ness be lacking in a church, nothing can be substituted in  
i t s  p l a c e .  No  men  coming  f r om a  d i s t ance ,  no  new  
measures  of  human device ,  can infuse l i fe  into a  dead  
church. No forms of godliness wil l  necessari ly give the  
power. Dependence, then, must not be placed upon men,  
or measures,  but upon God through his own appointed  
institutions. Nothing can possibly be substituted for the  
holy l iving of the church. If dependence is placed upon  
men, or measures, independent of Him that uses men and  
measures as instruments, leanness will be sent into the soul;  
a l l  hope  o f  succe s s ,  bu i l t  on  th i s  founda t ion ,  wi l l  be  
blasted.

5. We remark that in view of what God has done for  
the evangelical churches of Boston, they ought to conse- 
crate themselves anew to the work of converting souls.

It is only a few years since, that almost the whole city  
had abandoned the faith of the Puritan fathers. Another  
gospel had been introduced. All the original Congrega- 
t ional  churches  but  one,  had embraced errors  that  the  
Pur i tans  v iewed subvers ive of  the gospe l .  When e ight  
of  the most  ser ious  men in thi s  congregat ion met  and  
formed a society for their religious improvement, none of  
them had confidence suff icient to lead in social  prayer.  
Now this denomination have 14 organized churches, and  
more than 5000 members .  At  tha t  per iod the  Bapt i s t s  
had three churches, now they have nine, and more than  
4000 members.  At the same t ime the Episcopal ians had  
two churches, and now they have six, and more than 1300  
members .  The Methodis t s  had then two churches ,  and  
now they have 9, and 2613 members.

The Freewi l l  Bapt i s t  church has  a l so been organized  
s ince  tha t  per iod .  Then there  were  e igh t  evange l i ca l  
places of  worship,  and now there are forty-f ive.  These  
forty-f ive churches conta in 14,029 members ,  and 4042  
have been added the past  year ,  Such i s  a  br ief  view of  
what God has done for evangelical rel igion in this city.  
May we not  with propr ie ty adopt  the language of  the  
pious Israelites that were returned from Babylonish cap- 
t i v i t y ?  “ W h e n  t h e  L o r d  t u r n e d  a g a i n  t h e  c a p t i v i t y 
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o f  Z i o n ,  w e  w e r e  l i k e  t h em  t h a t  d r e am .  Th e n  w a s  o u r  
m o u t h  f i l l e d  w i t h  l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  o u r  t o n g u e  w i t h  s i n g - 
i n g ;  t h e n  t h e y  s a i d  amon g  t h e  h e a t h e n ,  t h e  L o r d  h a t h  
d o n e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e m .  T h e  L o r d  h a t h  d o n e  g r e a t  
t h i n g s  f o r  u s ,  wh e r e o f  w e  a r e  g l a d . ”  S i n c e  t h e  mee t - 
ing of these eight men that could not pray, the Lord hath  
done great  things for thi s  c i ty.  He has la id evangel ica l  
ch r i s t i an s  under  ve ry  g rea t  and  pecu l i a r  ob l i g a t ion s .  
Their inquiry should be, “What shall we render unto the  
Lord for al l  his benefits? What can we do to shew forth  
h i s  p r a i s e ?”  Much  r ema in s  ye t  to  be  done .  The re  i s  
very much land to be possessed. But He that has so far  
rec la imed the c i ty  i s  ab le  to rec la im the whole .  Satan  
has not a single strong hold that he is not able to demolish,  
nor a single high thing that he is not able to bring low.  
He can  exa l t  every  va l l ey ,  make  every  mounta in  and  
hi l l  low, every crooked path s tra ight ,  and every rough  
p l ace  p l a in .  He can cause  the  banner  o f  the  Cros s  to  
wave high in the air, over this whole city, redeemed and  
r enova t ed .  I n  v i ew  o f  wha t  God  ha s  done ,  we  may  
just ly entertain raised expectations of what he st i l l  pur- 
poses  to do, He wil l  yet  make her wal l s  sa lvat ion, and  
he r  ga t e s  p r a i s e .  The  mot to  o f  eve ry  f r i end  o f  Z ion  
should be, “Expect great things,  at tempt great things.”  
Why should not this be our motto? Has not God prom- 
ised great and glorious things respecting Zion, the city of  
our God? Does he raise our expectations only to disap- 
point them? He i s  not man that  he should l ie ,  nor the  
son of  man that  he should repent .  Hath he spoken i t ,  
he  wi l l  a l so  do  i t .  Ha th  he  p romi sed  i t ,  he  wi l l  a l so  
bring it to pass. No christian in this city should feel that  
h i s  work i s  done ,  so  long a s  any th ing remains  to  be  
done.  He i s  enl i s ted during the war.  The conf l ic t  wi l l  
continue unti l  death.  In view of what God has a l ready  
done, let every christian consecrate himself anew to the  
work, and never give over until  the whole city is reno- 
vated.
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NOTE.

The meeting-house of which we have given a view on  
the first page, was erected in 1632. Towards the erec- 
tion of this house, and building of a parsonage, 120  
pounds were contributed. Its site was on State street, at  
the corner of Congress  s treet .  I t s  roo f  was that ched,  
and i t s  wa l l s  we r e  o f  mud.  I  suppose that  a t  f i r s t  i t  
was a regular built log cabin, plastered with mud inside,  
and an embankment thrown up on the outside against the  
logs. Such was the humble temple in which our pilgrim  
fathers worshipped the God whom they came over to  
serve.  I t  had none of  the e legance of  our modern  
churches. No rich and splendid drapery hung around its  
pulpit. No velvet cushions covered its seats. No deep  
toned organ discoursed eloquent music, when the praises  
of God were sung. It was such an house as fitted their  
humble circumstances.
In 1639, the congregation meditated the rebuilding of  
the house of worship. It had become too small for the  
accommodation of the people. But there was some dif- 
ference of opinion among the brethren where it was to be  
located. Some were for placing it on what was called  
the Green, which was the lot that the Old South Church  
now owns, at the corner of Milk and Washington streets.  
Others, particularly the tradesmen, were inclined to  
build it still nearer the market than where the old one  
stood, lest in time it should divert the trade from thence. 



146 boston revival.

when the church met, the matter was debated with  
some earnestness, and at last Mr. Cotton thought proper to ex- 
press his opinion. He made it clear that it would be in- 
jurious to remove to the Green, as many persons had  
purchased and settled around the market in the expecta- 
tion of being accommodated in their nearness to the place  
of worship, whereas it would be no damage to most to  
have it by the market place. It was finally determined  
to erect the new church still nearer the market.

The church standing on the site of the second house  
next the corner of Washington and court streets was ta- 
ken down in 1808.

The First church now worships in Chauncy Place.
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BOSTON REVIVAL, 1842.

by wm. b. tappan,

The Holy Dove hath spread its wings 
Around the mercy seat, where springs 
The penitential tear. 
And hearts that long resisted grace, 
Are melted at that awful place 
By salutary fear; 
And Love that can the vilest win, 
To hate of self and hate of sin.

Unnumhered households gather round 
The spot where Bethel’s God is found,— 
Households that never knelt. 
The sinner of threescore, whose head 
Blossomed, accursed, for the dead,— 
Bosoms that never felt, 
Counting for Christ the world but loss, 
Subdued, are found beneath the cross.

And yet rolls by Redemption’s car, 
And yet burns brightly Mercy’s star, 
And on the converts come! 
Say, who are these, that as a cloud 
Fly past, and as a snowy crowd 
Of doves that seek their home, 
Come trooping through Salvation’s gates, 
Where Love the happy pilgrim waits?
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These are the young men, fresh and strong, 
Grace their preserver, Grace their song; 
These are the maidens, fair, 
Whose early beauties bloom for God. 
And men, life’s passage halfway trod, 
And children, too, are there. 
The rich and poor, the young and old, 
Are gathered in the shepherd’s fold.

Pass on, Redeemer! take thine own, 
Assume thy crown and purchased throne; 
Let Kirk’s sweet numbers tell 
Of heaven, that stoops so low to save; 
Let Knapp, undaunted, earnest, grave, 
Show up the depths of hell; 
They both but trophies win for Thee; 
Thine, only, shall the glory be.

Pass on, Redeemer! shield each flock 
Through burning wastes, Refreshing Rock, 
In this our weary land! 
Let Pastors, by the Spirit blest, 
Lead converts up, till in thy rest 
Pastors and people stand;— 
They all but trophies win for Thee; 
Thine, only, shall the glory be.


