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THE HOLY FATHER.
St. John xvii. 11.

WHEN the 103rd Psalm says, “Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him,” it comes 
home to a time like our own. It is one 
of those gleams of vision in which the 

s o u l  o f  I s r a e l  o u t r a n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  i t s  a g e .  I t 
t r a n s c e n d e d  i t s  o w n  g e n i u s .  I t  r o s e  f r o m  t h e 
covenant  God to  the  father  God.  It  uttered an in- 
tui t ion  w hos e  s ource  was  in spirat ion ,  and  w hich 
in  t he  f u lness  of  t ime  ros e  into  t he  revelat ion  of 
G o d’s  f i r s t  a n d  l a s t  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e 
mu s i c ,  h e ar t ,  an d  p a s s i on  of  i t  l i ve s  for  e ve r  i n 
C h r i s t — e n d l e s s  p i t y,  e n d l e s s  p r o m i s e ,  e n d l e s s 
p ower—linger ing ,  s earching  pity,  lov ing  and l i f t - 
ing promise, weariless power and peace.

B u t  i t  p o i nt s  b e y o n d  i t s e l f .  T h e r e  i s  a  h e i g ht 
a n d  a  d e p t h  i n  t h e  F a t h e r  b e y o n d  H i s  u t m o s t 
pity  and His  k indest  love .  He  i s  Holy  Fat her  and 
R e d e e m e r,  a n d  i t  i s  Hi s  h o l i n e s s  o f  f a t h e r h o o d 
that  is  the  source of  our  redemption and sonship. 
It  i s  n ot  t h e i r  o b s t a c l e .  “ T h ou ,  O  L ord ,  a r t  ou r 
H o l y  O n e ,  t h e r e f o r e  w e  s h a l l  n o t  d i e .”  H e  i s 
f a t h e r  o f  p i t y  t o  h u m a n  w e a k n e s s ,  s t i l l  m o r e 
f at h e r  o f  g r a c e  to  hu m an  s i n ,  but  ch i e f ly  f at h e r

An intuition 
whose source 
was inspiration
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The Holy Father
o f  h o l y  j o y  t o  o u r  L o r d  Je s u s  C h r i s t .  T h e  Ne w 
Te s t a m e nt  n a m e  a n d  i d e a  o f  G o d  i s  n o t  s i mp l y 
“O u r  F a t h e r,”  b u t  “ t h e  G o d  a n d  F a t h e r  o f  o u r 
L o r d  a n d  S a v i o u r  J e s u s  C h r i s t .”  A n d  C h r i s t ’s 
ow n prayer  was  “Holy  Fat her.”  That  was  C hr i s t ’s 
c e n t r a l  t h o u g h t  o f  G o d ,  a n d  H e  k n e w  G o d  a s 
He  i s .  The  ne w re ve l at ion  in  t he  cross  was  more 
t h a n  “G o d  i s  l o v e .”  I t  w a s  t h i s  “ H o l y  F a t h e r.” 
That  is ,  God at  His  div inest ,  as  He was  to  Christ , 
as He was in Christ.

I n  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  G o d  i s  f a t h e r  o f t e n 
e n o u g h  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r  f a i t h s .  A n d  i n  t h e 
1 0 3 r d  Ps a l m  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  a  m o r e  o r i g i n a l  a n d 
t e n d e r  w ay  t h a n  I  c a n  s t op  t o  p o i nt  out .  B ut  i t 
i s  with  many l imitat ions .  The name,  for  instance, 
i s  as  ye t  imp or ted  into  G o d rather  than re vea led 
f rom Him.  He  i s  l ike  a  f at her  more  t han  He  i s  a 
f a t h e r.  A n d  H e  i s  I s r a e l ’s  f a t h e r  o n l y.  “ T h e m 
t hat  fe ar  Him” me ans  Is rae l .  But  t he  ch ie f  l imit - 
a t i o n  i s  t h i s .  T h e  n a m e  i s  n o t  y e t  e v a n g e l i s e d . 
Fatherhood is  not  yet  brought  into direct  connec- 
t ion with holiness,  sin,  sacrif ice,  redemption—only 
w i t h  w e a k n e s s .  T h e  p i t y  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  i s  c o n - 
nected with the al lusion to our frai l  frame in those 
few verses,  not with our transgression and the for- 
g iveness  which is  the burden of  the psalm. God is 
F a t h e r,  a n d  H e  i s  h o l y,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  a s  H o l y 
Fat h e r  t h at  He  re d e e m s .  Fat h e r h o o d  i n  t h e  O l d 
Testament neither demands sacrif ice nor makes it , 
but  i n  t h e  Ne w  Te s t am e nt  t h e  Holy  Fat h e r  d o e s 
both.  The holiness  is  the root  of  love,  fatherhood, 
sacrifice, and redemption.

The  e th ica l  s t andard  i s  b ecoming  supreme with
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The Holy Father
us  to-day,  not  on ly  in  conduc t ,  but  a l s o  in  theo- 
l o g y.  We  m a y  w e l c o m e  t h e  c h a n g e .  I t  c a r r i e s 
far ther—to a  standard tru ly  spir itua l .  It  plants  us 
on God’s  hol iness  as  His  per fect  nature,  His  eter- 
na l  spir i t ,  His  r u l ing  s e l f  and moving  centre .  We 
have been over-engrossed with a mere distr ibutive 
equity,  which has  made God the  Lord Chief  Just- 
ice  of  the world.  Or we have recoi led from that  to 
a  l ove  s l a ck  and  ove r- s we e t .  But  t h i s  l i f t s  us  up 
to  a  more  spir itua l  and persona l  s tandard,  to  the 
F a t h e r l y  h o l i n e s s  w h o s e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  a  Ho l y 
Son is the great work and true soul of Godhead.

T h e  d i v i n e  F a t h e r  i s  t h e  h o l y.  A n d  t h e  H o l y 
Father’s  f i rst  care  is  hol iness .  The f i rst  charge  on 
a  R e d e e me r  i s  s at i s f a c t i on  to  t h at  ho l i ne ss .  T he 
Holy Father is one who does and must atone.

At o n e m e n t  w e a r s  a  n e w  g l o r y  w h e n  r e a d  i n 
Christ’s  own l ight .  We see it  f lowing in gr ief  f rom 
that very holiness  of  the Father to which it  returns 
in praise.  As Holy Father  He is  the  eternal  Father 
an d  m a ke r  o f  s a c r i f i c e  n o  l e s s  t h an  o f  m an .  He 
of fe r s  a  s a c r i f i c e  re nt  f rom  Hi s  ow n  h e ar t .  It  i s 
made to Him by no third party (“for who hath f irst 
g i v e n  u n t o  H i m” ) ,  b u t  b y  H i m s e l f  i n  H i s  S o n ; 
and it  is  made to no foreign power,  but to His own 
h o l y  n at u r e  a n d  l aw.  Fa t h e r h o o d  i s  n o t  b o u g ht 
f rom  h o l i n e s s  by  a ny  c ro s s ;  i t  i s  h o l i n e s s  i t s e l f 
t h at  p ay s .  It  i s  l ov e  t h at  e x p i a t e s .  “D o  n o t  s ay, 
‘G o d  i s  l o v e .  W hy  a t o n e ? ’  T h e  Ne w  Te s t a m e n t 
s ay s ,  ‘G o d  h a s  a t o n e d .  W h at  l ov e ! ’”  T h e  r u l i n g 
pass ion  of  the  Sav iour’s  holy  G o d i s  th is  pass ion 
to atone and to redeem.

A l l  t h i s  a n d  m o r e  i s  i n  t h a t  “ H o l y  F a t h e r ,”

A sacrifice rent 
us from His own 
heart
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The Holy Father
which is  the  last  word in the naming of  God.  The 
Church of to-day has gained great ly in its  sense of 
the love  of God. There are sti l l  greater things wait- 
ing  when she  has  moved on as  far  again ,  to  that , 
holiness  w hos e  outward  movement  i s  love ,  w hich 
l o v e  i s  b u t  t h e  p a s s i o n  t o  i m p a r t .  Yo u  c a n  g o 
b ehind love  to  hol iness ,  but  b ehind hol iness  you 
cannot  go.  It  i s  the  t rue  consuming f ire .  Any rea l 
belief in the Incarnation is a belief in the ultimacy, 
central ity,  and supremacy of  hol iness  for  God and 
f o r  m a n .  We  m a y  c o m e  t o  h o l i n e s s  b y  w a y  o f 
love,  but  we only  come to  love  by  reason of  hol i - 
ness .  We may  b e  a l l  ag low for  t he  coming  of  t he 
k i ngd om ,  but  t h e re  i s  a  pr i or  p e t i t i on .  It  i s  t h e 
k i n g d o m’s  o n e  c o n d i t i o n ,  “ H a l l o w e d  b e  T h y 
N a m e .”  T h a t  h a l l o w i n g  w a s  d o n e  i n  C h r i s ’s 
d e a t h  w h i c h  f o u n d e d  t h e  k i n g d o m .  We  a r e  i n 
s o m e  d a n g e r  o f  i n v e r t i n g  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e s e 
pr ay e r s  t o - d ay.  “ T hy  k i n g d om  c om e”  i s  n o t  t h e 
f irst  pet it ion.  The kingdom comes f rom the sat is- 
f ac t ion  of  hol iness .  It  do es  not  ma ke  i t .  “G o d i s 
L ove”  i s  not  t he  w hole  gosp e l .  L ove  i s  not  e van- 
gel ica l  t i l l  it  has  dealt  with holy law.  In the midst 
o f  t h e  r a i n b o w  i s  a  t h r o n e .  T h e r e  i s  a  k i n d  o f 
consecrat ion which would l ive close to the Father, 
but  i t  do es  not  a lways  t a ke  s er ious ly  enoug h t he 
hol iness  which makes  the  fatherhood of  the  cross 
—awful,  inexhaustible,  and eternal,  as ful l  of  judg- 
ment as of salvation.

We cannot  put  to o  much into  that  word Father. 
It  is  the sum and marrow of  a l l  Christ ian divinity. 
It  is  more than natural  paternity spiritualised. It  is 
a  s u p e r n at u r a l  w o r d  a l t o g e t h e r  w h e n  t h e  c r o s s
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becomes its  key.  But  we may easi ly  put  into it  too 
l i t t l e .  T hat  i s  w hat  we  a l l  d o  i n  s ome  w ay.  O n ly 
onc e  has  e nou g h  b e e n  put  i nto  i t .  A nd  t h at  w as 
in  t he  f a i t h  and  work  of  C hr i s t ,  “Fat her,  forg ive 
t h e m .”  “ F a t h e r ” — t h a t  w a s  H i s  f a i t h .  “ F o r g i v e 
t h e m” — t h a t  w a s  H i s  w o r k .  T h e  s o u l  o f  d i v i n e 
fatherho o d i s  forg iveness  by  hol iness .  It  i s  e van- 
gel ica l .  It  is  a  matter  of  grace meet ing s in by sac- 
r i f ice  to holiness ,  more even than of  love meet ing 
need by ser vice to man.  To correct  and revive that 
truth, to restore it  to its  place in the proportion of 
fa ith ,  would  b e  to  restore  pass ion to  our  preach- 
i ng ,  s o l e m n i t y  t o  ou r  t e n d e r n e s s ,  re a l  p owe r  t o 
ou r  e ne rg y,  and  mor a l  v i r i l i t y  to  ou r  p i e t y.  O u r 
piety is  too weak in the face of  the vir i le  passions 
it  should rule.  The chief  lack of  rel ig ion to-day is 
authority ;  and it  must f ind that in the cross or no- 
where,  in  the  rea l  nature  of  the  cross ,  in  it s  re la- 
tion to the holy demand of God.

We  put  to o  l i t t l e  i nto  t h at  word  Fat h e r,  e i t h e r 
w hen we  t h ink  b e low t he  l e ve l  of  natura l  fat her- 
hood, or when we rise no higher than that level.

I.

B y  t h i n k i n g  b e l ow  t h at  l e v e l ;  w h e n  w e  d o  n ot 
rise to regard God as Father at all.

F e w  o f  u s  n o w  m a k e  t h a t  m i s t a k e  i n  t h e o r y. 
But  most  do  in  prac t i ce .  The i r  prac t i ca l  t houg ht 
of  God is  not  a lways  as  Father  even i f  they  speak 
m u c h  o f  t h e  F a t h e r h o o d .  B y  p r a c t i c a l  I  m e a n 
what  rea l ly  and exp er imenta l ly  af fec ts  the ir  re l i - 
g i o n ,  c o l o u r s  t h e i r  h a b i t  o f  s o u l ,  m o u l d s  t h e i r

The Father
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si lent tone of mind, helps and sustains their secret 
heart.  They treat God as power,  judge,  king, provi- 
dence of  a  sort .  He is  for  them at  most  a  rectoria l 
Deity.  But  i t  i s  the  few p erhaps  who in  the ir  l iv- 
ing  centre  and chronic  movement  of  the  soul  ex- 
p er ience  s onship  as  t he  ver y  tune  of  t he i r  he ar t , 
t he  fash ion  and  l iver y  of  t he i r  w i l l .  Most  C hr is - 
t ians are not  worldl ings,  but  they are hardly sons. 
They are only in the posit ion of  the disciples  who 
s t o o d  b e t w e e n  Ju d a i s m  a n d  Pe nt e c o s t ,  w h o  r e - 
ce ived  Chr is t  but  had  not  as  yet  the  Holy  Ghost . 
T he y  are  not  s ons  but  have  on ly  re c e ive d  p owe r 
to  b e c ome  s ons .  T he  f at he rho o d  h a s  not  broke n 
out upon them through the cross and caught them 
away into  it s  universa l  heaven.  The great  mass  of 
rel igion,  real  and pract ical  as  it  may be,  is  not yet 
s onsh ip.  It  i s  more  or  l e s s  e ar ne s t ,  a c t ive ,  c om - 
pass ionate .  It  i s  C athol ic  or  i t  i s  Protestant ;  i t  i s 
ecclesiastical,  polit ical  or pietist ;  it  is  eager for the 
k ingdom and s e t  on  s ome for m of  G o d’s  wi l l .  It s 
p h i l ant h ropy  r ange s  f rom  t h e  d e e p e s t  an d  m o s t 
d e v o t e d  s a c r i f i c e  t o  a  k i n d  o f  c h a r i t y  w h i c h  i s 
mainly institutional,  fashionable,  heart less,  and on 
t h e  w ay  t o  b e c o m e  a s  h o l l ow  a s  D i c k e n s  i n  h i s 
on e - e ye d  w ay  s aw  i t  m i g ht  b e .  But  w h at  i t  d o e s 
n o t  e n o u g h  r e a l i s e  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  ( t h e  p r e a c h e r 
h ims e l f  acc us es  h i s  ow n)  i s  t he  cent re  and  sum- 
m ar y  of  G o d’s  w i l l  and  k i ngd om ,  t he  fe l l ow sh ip 
w i t h  t h e  Fat h e r  a n d  w i t h  Hi s  S on  Je s u s  C h r i s t . 
But prior to the true doing of the wil l  is  the trust- 
ing  of  i t .  “ This  i s  the  wi l l  of  G o d that  ye  should 
b e l i e v e  i n  H i s  S o n  J e s u s  C h r i s t .”  T h i s  i s  H i s 
c om m an d m e nt  t h at  we  s h ou l d  l ove — re a l ly  l ove ,



11

The Holy Father
and  not  s i mply  d o  t he  work s  w h i ch  are  i nspi re d 
and suggested by those who have loved.

B u t  t o  d w e l l  o n  t h at  i s  h ap p i l y  n o  l o n g e r  t h e 
chief need of the hour.

II.

We put  too l itt le  into the  name Father,  when we 
t h i n k  n o  h i g h e r  t h a n  n at u r a l  f a t h e r h o o d  a t  i t s 
heavenly  best .  It  was  not  by a  father  or  a l l  ear th’s 
fatherhood that God revealed Himself .  That would 
h av e  b e e n  b u t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  n o t  r e v e l a t i o n .  It 
w as  by  a  s on  and  a  c ro ss — w ho s e  me ss age  i s  t he 
t r u e  s up e r n atu r a l  o f  t h e  w or l d .  Wh at  I  m e an  i s 
that  we  make too l i t t le  of  the  Father  when we do 
not  r ise  beyond love  to  grace—which is  holy  love, 
suf fer ing  hate  and redeeming  i t .  The  t r ue  sup er- 
natura l  is  not  the  miraculous ,  but  the  miracle  for 
w h o s e  s a k e  m i r a c l e s  e x i s t .  It  i s  n o t  p r o d i g y  i n 
nature  but  the  grace  of  G o d in  h is tor y.  It  has  no 
d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  t o  n at u r a l  l aw.  M i r a c l e  i s  n o t  a 
s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a  b u t  a  r e l i g i o u s .  A n  e v e n t  i s  a 
m i r a c l e  n o t  by  i t s  re l a t i o n  t o  l aw  b u t  t o  g r a c e . 
The Incarnat ion would be equal ly  a  miracle,  how- 
ever  Jesus  entered the world.  It  is  not  nature  that 
is  the true region of  the supernatural,  but histor y ; 
an d  h i s tor y  n ot  a s  a  ch a i n  of  e ve nt s ,  but  a s  t h e 
spir itua l  career  of  the  soul  or  of  the  race.  That  is 
the  t r ue  reg ion of  the  supernatura l .  It  l i es  in  the 
a c t i on  of  G o d’s  w i l l  up on  m e n’s  w i l l s ,  n ot  up on 
n at u r a l  l aw.  It  i s  t h e  w or k  o f  G o d’s  g r a c e  up on 
m e n’s  s i n .  T h e  m i r a c l e  o f  t h e  w or l d  i s  n o t  t h at 
G o d should  love  His  chi ldren  or  e ven His  pro di-

Beyond love 
to grace
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g a l s .  D o  not  e ve n  t he  publ i c ans  l i ke w is e ?  But  i t 
i s  t h at  He  s h ou l d  l ove ,  forg ive ,  an d  re d e e m  Hi s 
enemies ;  that  His  hear t  should  atone  for  them to 
His  ow n holy  nature ;  t hat  He  shou ld  cons e crate , 
a  suf fer ing greater  even than they devised,  a l l  the 
suf fer ing they might  have to  endure;  and by their 
central  sin and its  judgment destroy sin at  its  cen- 
t re .  T hat  wou l d  b e  m i r a c l e  i f  natu re’s  l aw s  we re 
n o  m ore .  T h at  i s  Fat h e r h o o d  w h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f 
G o d.  T h at  i s  t he  f at he rho o d  w ho s e  l i f e ,  mot ive , 
an d  s e c u r i t y  i s  h o l i n e ss .  T h at  f at h e r h o o d  i s  t h e 
o n e  my s t e r y  a n d  m i r a c l e .  To  n at u r e  i t  i s  a b s o - 
lute ly  fore ig n ,  imp oss ib le ,  and  incre d ib le .  Of  a l l 
things  it  is  least  a  matter  of  course.  It  is  a  matter 
o f  c on f l i c t ,  o f  c on q u e s t ,  o f  re v e l a t i on ,  c re d i b l e 
only  by  the  aid  of  the  spir it  that  inspired it .  It  i s 
the  fatherhood of  the  cross ,  with the  grace  which 
that fatherhood shows, and the atonement it finds.

B e t w e e n  u s  a n d  t h e  Ho l y  F a t h e r  t h e r e  c o m e s 
w hat  d o e s  not  c ome  b e t we e n  us  and  any  e ar t h ly 
father—sin.  Sin,  hel l ,  curse,  and wrath!  The wrath 
and curse of  God not on sin only,  but on the soul. 
O you may correc t  the  theolog y  of  i t  as  you wi l l , 
but you cannot wipe—not al l  the perfumes of  pro- 
g re ss  c an  h i d e — t he  re a l i t y  of  t he s e  t h i ng s  f rom 
t he  h i s tor y  of  t he  s ou l ,  or  f rom  i t s  f utu re .  T he y 
a b i d e  w i t h  u s  b e c au s e  t h e  Ho l y  Fat h e r  w i l l  n o t 
leave  us ,  because  grace  i s  the  “hound of  heaven.” 
T h e y  a r e  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h a t  h o l i n e s s  w h i c h  i s 
l ove’s  ow n  g rou n d  of  h op e .  We  d o  n ot  an d  c an - 
n ot  SI N  a g a i ns t  n atu r a l  f at h e r h o o d ,  h owe ve r  i l l 
w e  m a y  t r e a t  i t .  S i n  i s  u n k n o w n  t o  n a t u r e ,  t o 
natural  relat ions,  natural  love.  Nature includes no



13

The Holy Father
hol iness ;  and i t  i s  hol iness  that  makes  s in  s in .  It 
was not against his father that the prodigal  sinned; 
an d  h i s  t re at m e nt  i s  n ot  t h e  w h o l e  s u m  of  s i n’s 
cure.  He t ru ly  says  “I  have  s inned against  heaven 
and before  thee”—against  heaven,  but  only  before 
his  father.  It  i s  not  the  whole  fu lness  of  the  Gos- 
pel  that  we  have  in  that  pr ice less  parable .  Chr is- 
t ianity  is  the rel ig ion of  redemption,  and it  is  not 
redempt ion we  have  there ,  on ly  forg iveness .  I f  i t 
we re  t h e  w h ol e ,  t h e n  C h r i s t  c ou l d  b e  d i sp e ns e d 
wit h  in  t he  G osp e l ,  for  He  i s  not  t here .  And t he 
father  is  not  put  before  us  as  a  holy  father,  but  as 
good,  pat ient ,  wise,  and inf initely  kind—a magni- 
f ied and most  natural  man.  He does  not  stand for 
the whole of  God,  nor even for the whole grace of 
G o d.  He  s t and s  not  at  a l l  for  t he  cos t  to  a  Holy 
God of His grace,  but only for the utter freeness of 
i t .  Nor  i s  He  pres ente d  as  Tr uste e  of  t he  wor ld’s 
mor a l  ord e r,  o f  His tor y ’s  d e s t i ny,  o f  Hu man it y ’s 
mor a l  s ou l  and  f utu re ,  or  of  Ete r n i t y ’s  holy  l aw. 
He feels  but personal grief  and wounded af fection. 
It  i s  an individual  matter ;  and redemption is  not . 
It  i s  a  m at t e r  b e t w e e n  t w o  i n d i v i du a l s ,  a n d  re - 
dempt ion is  not .  A soul  can neither  be  saved nor 
s a n c t i f i e d  w i t h o u t  a  w o r l d .  To  r e d e e m ,  t h e  s i n 
mu s t  b e  d e s t roye d ,  a  u n ive r s e  re - org an i s e d .  Ye t 
the treatment of  a  world of  sin,  a  sinful  race,  does 
n o t  h e r e  a r i s e .  No r  a r e  a ny  s t e p s  t a k e n  b y  t h e 
father to cause repentance.  And it  is  a question al- 
together whether the leading motive in the parable 
historical ly did not l ie in the elder brother and his 
t reatment ;  w hether  i t s  centre  of  grav ity  i s  not  at 
t h e  c l o s e ;  w h e t h e r  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d
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w h i ch  c a l l e d  t h e  p i c tu re  i nto  e x i s te n c e ,  an d  for 
whose sake the wonderful background is there.

We put too l itt le  into fatherhood then if  we treat 
i t  s i mply  a s  b ou n d l e ss ,  p at i e nt ,  w a i t i ng ,  w i l l i ng 
l o v e .  I t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  l o v e  w h i c h  a c c e p t s 
e i t h e r  b e n e f i c e n c e  ( l i k e  Fau s t ’s )  a s  r e p e nt a n c e , 
o r  r e p e n t a n c e  a s  a t o n e m e n t ,  a n d  e a g e r l y  c u t s 
c o n f e s s i o n  s h o r t  t h u s — “ L e t  u s  s a y  n o  m o r e 
ab out  i t .  Pray  do  not  ment ion  i t .  L e t  bygones  b e 
by g on e s .”  For g i v e n e s s ,  f a t h e r h o o d ,  f o r  th e  ra c e , 
does not  mean,  with a l l  its  s implicity,  just  a  clean 
p age  an d  a  f re s h  s t ar t  an d  a  s y mp at h e t i c  a l l ow - 
ance for  things .  God does  not  forgive  “ever ything 
c ons i d e re d .”  To  u n d e rs t an d  a l l  i s  n ot  to  forg ive 
al l .  That is  mere l iterar y ethics,  not the moralist’s , 
certainly not the Christ ian theologian’s .  There was 
more fatherhood in the cross  (where hol iness  met 
guilt)  than in the prodigal’s  father (where love met 
shame) .  There  was  more fatherhood for  our  souls 
i n  t he  d e s e r t i on  of  t he  c ro ss  t han  i n  t hat  w h i ch 
mel t s  ou r  he ar t s  i n  t he  pro d i g a l ’s  e mbr a c e .  It  i s 
n o t  a  f a t h e r ’s  s e n s i t i v e  l o v e  o n l y  t h a t  w e  h a v e 
w o u n d e d ,  b u t  H i s  h o l y  l aw.  Ma n  i s  n o t  a  m e r e 
r unaway,  but  a  reb e l ;  not  a  pi t i f u l  coward,  but  a 
b old  and  bi t ter  mut ine er.  D o es  not  Kant  confess 
as  a  mora l ist  the  radica l  ev i l  in  man,  and Carly le 
speak of  his  inf inite  damnabi l ity?  There is  many a 
l iv ing  Mephistopheles  in  Europ e.  And the  horror 
o f  t h e  c u r s e d ,  c u r s e d ,  c u r s e d  Su l t a n  b e l on g s  t o 
t h e  h u m a n  r a c e — t o  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  r a c e . 
“Miserable  s inners ,”  which the s l ight  individual ist 
b o g g l e s  a t  i n  h i s  p r a y e r s ,  i s  a  p o o r  c o n f e s s i o n 
w h e n  w e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w e  a r e  v o i c i n g  i n  o u r
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pu bl i c  wor s h ip  t h e  s i n  o f  t h e  r a c e .  Forg iv i ng  i s 
not  just  forgett ing.  It  is  not  cancel l ing the past .  It 
i s  n o t  m e r e  a m n e s t y  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s 
something broken in  which a  soul’s  s in  shatters  a 
wor ld .  Such  i s  a  s ou l’s  g randeur,  and  s o  g re at  i s 
the  fa l l  thereof ;  s o  s eamless  i s  the  rob e  of  r ight- 
eousness,  so ubiquitous and indefectible the moral 
o r d e r  w h i c h  m a k e s  m a n  m a n .  Ac c o u nt  mu s t  b e 
h a d ,  s om e w h e re  an d  by  s om e b o dy,  o f  t h at  h o l i - 
n e s s  o f  G o d  w h i c h  i s  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  f a t h e r h o o d 
and soul  of  manhood.  There are debts  that  cannot 
s imply  be  written of f  and lef t  unrecovered.  There 
i s  a  spi r i tua l  order  w hos e  judgments  are  t he  one 
guarantee for  mankind and its  future.  That  law of 
h o l i n e s s  c a n  b y  n o  m e a n s  w h a t e v e r  b e  e i t h e r 
warned of f  or  bought  of f  in its  claim.  God cannot 
s imply  waive  i t  as  to  the  past ,  nor  is  i t  enough i f 
He s imply declare  it  for  a l l  t ime.  In His  own eter- 
n a l  n atu re  i t  h a s  an  u n dy i ng  c l a i m  to  w h i ch  He 
must give ef fect  in due judgment somewhere,  i f  He 
i s  to  re d e e m  a  wor l d .  T he  e n forc e me nt  of  G o d’s 
hol iness  by judgment is  as  essent ia l  to  a  universal 
and  e te r nal  Fat he rho o d  a s  i s  t he  out f l ow  of  Hi s 
love.  It  was  not  cursed suf fer ing only  that  fe l l  on 
t h e  S a v i o u r,  i t  w a s  h o l y  j u d g m e n t .  T h e  H o l y 
Father dealt  there with the world’s  s in on (not  in) 
a  world-soul .  God in  Chr ist  judged s in  as  a  Holy 
Father  seeking penalty  only  for  hol iness’  sake.  He 
gathered  i t  in  one  there ,  and broug ht  i t  to  i ssue , 
f o c u s s e d  t hu s ,  w i t h  H i s  u n i t y  o f  h o l y  l aw.  T h e 
miser y  and death  which the  s inner  bears  bl indly, 
s u l l e n ly,  re s e nt f u l ly,  w a s  t h e re  u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h 
the understanding of  Holy God; the gui lt  was seen
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a s  G o d  s e e s  i t ;  t h e  j u d g m e n t  w a s  a c c e p t e d  a s 
G o d’s  ju d g me nt ,  b or ne ,  ow ne d  and  g l or i f i e d  b e - 
fore  t h e  wor l d  a s  h o ly,  f a t h e r ly,  ju s t ,  an d  go o d . 
T h at  f i n a l  w i t n e s s  o f  h o l i n e s s  t o  h o l i n e s s  a m i d 
sin’s  last  wreck,  penalty,  and agony—that is  expia- 
t ion as  the  Father  made it  in  the  S on,  not  chang- 
ing  His  f ee l ing ,  but  by  cr i s i s ,  by  judg ment ,  e ter- 
nally changing His relations with the world.

III.

It  is  at  once easier and harder for God to forgive 
t h an  m an .  Hard e r,  b e c au s e  He  i s  h o l y  an d  fe e l s 
t h e  wou n d ;  e a s i e r,  b e c au s e  He  i s  h o l y  an d  fe e l s 
the moral power.  In any case it  is  beyond us.  It  in- 
volves a sacrif ice which costs more than sin-struck 
s ou ls  cou ld  p ay.  S in  s te ad i ly  maims  t he  s ens e  of 
holiness and the power of sacrif ice to it .  And even 
i f  man by  any  sacr i f ice ,  or  even p enitence,  could 
mend the  mora l  order  he  has  broken,  i t  would be 
roya l  for  h im no  more .  It  wou ld  b e  supreme and 
c om m an d i ng  for  h i m  n o  m ore .  I f  we  c ou l d  h e a l 
o u r  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  n o  m o r e  b e  o u r 
k ing .  If  we  cou ld  sat i s f y  the  mora l  order  we  d is- 
turbed, our insufferable self-satisfaction would de- 
r a n g e  i t  s t r a i g h t w a y.  We  s h o u l d  b e  ( a s  L u t h e r 
s a i d )  “t he  prou d e s t  j a ck ass e s  u nd e r  he ave n .”  We 
may sorrow and amend,  but  we  cannot  atone  and 
re c on c i l e .  Why,  w e  c a n n o t  a t on e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r, 
to our own injured or neglected dead, for instance, 
ou r  s i l e nt  i na c c e ss ib l e  d e a d .  I  t h i n k  of  C ar ly l e’s 
st r icken widowerhood.  Neither  by hand nor  hear t 
c a n  w e  c o m e  a t  t h e m ,  n o r  b r i n g  t h e m  a  w h o l e
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lone  l i fe’s  amends .  Our  j ea lous  G o d monop ol i s es 
t h e  r i g ht  o f  a t on i n g  t o  t h e m  f or  u s .  We  c a n n o t 
e ve n  b e s e e ch  t he i r  forg ive ne ss .  We  c an not  of fe r 
t he m  ou rs .  We  c an not  pr ay  to  t he m ,  we  c an  but 
pr ay  for  t he m .  We  c an  but  pr ay  G o d  to  atone  to 
t hem for  us .  We may  l ive ,  l i ke  C ar ly le ,  to  e ig hty 
in a long, penitent widowerhood, and then  we can- 
n o t  a t o n e  t o  o u r  w r o n g e d  o r  l o n e l y  d e a d ,  n o r 
s mo ot h  a  fe at he r  of  t he  ange l s  w ho  t ar r i e d  w it h 
us ,  and  we  ne ve r  k ne w  t he m  for  ange l s  t i l l  t he y 
had  f low n.  And t here  may  b e  broken  he ar t s  t hat 
l ive on sweet ly to forgive their  seducer,  but  which 
he  c an  ne ver  mend,  he  c an  ne ver  atone .  Nay,  we 
c annot  atone  to  our  ow n s ou ls  for  t he  w rong  we 
have  done them.  We s in—and for  us  inexpiably— 
against  our  own s ouls .  How much less ,  then,  can 
we atone to our injured,  neglected,  s in-stung God. 
I f  o u r  t h e o l o g y  w o u l d  l e t  u s ,  o u r  c o n s c i e n c e 
would  not .  The  past  cannot  b e  eras ed,  cannot  b e 
altered,  cannot be repaired.  There it  stands.  It  can 
on ly  b e  at on e d ;  an d  n e ve r  by  u s .  I f  ou r  re p e nt - 
a n c e  a t o n e d ,  i t  w o u l d  l o s e  t h e  h u m i l i t y  w h i c h 
ma kes  i t  wor t h  most .  It  i s  atonement  t hat  ma kes 
repentance,  not  repentance that  makes atonement. 
No  man  c an  s ave  h i s  brot he r ’s  s ou l — no,  nor  h i s 
ow n.  When C hr is t  k ne w and  s a id  t hat  He  cou ld , 
He  k n e w  H i m s e l f  t o  b e  m o r e  t h a n  m a n .  M a n’s 
d e b t  n o  m a n  c a n  p ay.  Ev e n  G o d  c o u l d  n o t  j u s t 
c a n c e l  i t .  No n e  c o u l d  p ay  i t  b u t  t h e  p r o d i g a l ’s 
Father  for  him.  For  the  debt  was  obedience,  hol i- 
ness ,  not  su f fe r ing .  Pena l t y  on ly  expi ates  c r ime, 
not sin.  There was owed that debt to holiness,  that 
atone me nt  to  hol i ne ss  w h i ch  i s  s o  m is c onst r u e d
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w hen we  make  i t  due  to  just ice ,  or  demanded by 
j u s t i c e  a l o n e .  J u s t i c e  w a n t s  p e n a l t y,  h o l i n e s s 
w ant s  ho l i ne ss  i n  t he  m i d s t  o f  p e n a l t y.  It  w ant s 
a  soul’s  own perfect  hol iness  in  the midst  of  pen- 
a lty  due to  other  souls ;  i t  wants  loving obedience 
amid  the  p ena lty  of  love less  def iance .  G o d a lone 
c ou l d  f u l f i l  for  us  t he  ho ly  l aw  He  ne ve r  broke , 
and pay the cost He never incurred.

A n d  He  h a s  p a i d  i t ,  s o  f r e e l y  a n d  c o mp l e t e l y 
that His grace in forgiving is  as ful l  and free to us 
as if  it  had cost Him nothing, as if  it  had been just 
k i n d n e s s .  T h e  c o s t  i s  s o  p e r f e c t l y  a n d  f r e e l y 
b or ne  t hat  i t  ne ve r  app e ars  i n  a  w ay  to  mar  t he 
g r a c i o u s n e s s  o f  g r a c e ,  o r  d e f l ow e r  t h e  Fat h e r ’s 
love. The quality of mercy is not strained.

T h at  a r t i s t  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h  s u c h  c o n s u m m at e 
ease,  swif tness ,  and grace,  how did he come by it? 
By hours  and years  of  cost ,  in  pract ice,  in  drudg- 
er y,  s l aver y,  s e l f -master y,  s e l f - s acr i f i ce ,  by  a  l i fe 
he would of ten descr ibe as  one of  labour and sor- 
row more  than joy.  But  the  master ’s  ar t  keeps  a l l 
t hat  out  of  s ig ht .  The  g race  He  of fers  you  i s  not 
to be spoiled by the obtrusion of such cost.

The fr iend you receive,  and think nothing in the 
house  too good for  him—do you le t  h im know of 
that trouble with the cook, of those hours of wake- 
f u l  c ont r iv anc e  by  w h i ch  you  e ar n  t he  me ans  of 
sp ending  your  hospi t a l i t y  on  h im,  of  t hat  we a k- 
n e s s  o f  b o d y  w h i c h  y o u  m a s t e r  e v e r y  t i m e  y o u 
l au g h  w i t h  h i m ,  t h at  h e a r t a c h e  w h i c h  y ou  k e e p 
down w hi le  you  ma ke  e ver yt h ing  s o  p le as ant  for 
him?

S o  G o d  d o e s  n o t  m a r  H i s  g r a c e  b y  a l w a y s
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thrusting on us what it  cost.  Some part of the fai l- 
ure and decay of evangelicanism (not to say Chris- 
t ianity) is  due to the glib parade and unreal obtru- 
s i on  of  s o l e m n it i e s  i n  re d e mpt i on ,  ab out  w h i c h 
Christ  and His  apost les  held f ine reser ve.  Even of 
s i n ,  w h i c h  i s  a  c o m m o np l a c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t a l k , 
Chr is t  ne ver  sp oke  except  in  connec t ion  with  i t s 
forg i ve n e s s .  B ut  re s e r ve  i s  n ot  d e n i a l .  T h e  p ar- 
able  of  the Prodigal  is  there,  l ike ever y other par- 
a b l e ,  n o t  t o  e m b o d y  a  c o mp l e t e  s y s t e m ,  b u t  t o 
l ight  up one point  in part icular,  which is  the f ree- 
n e s s  o f  G o d’s  g r a c e ,  t h e  g r a c e  o f  i t ,  t h e  b l o o m 
upon the  Fatherhood.  The parable  does  not  teach 
us  that  th is  grace  cost  nothing ,  that  no  sup erhu- 
man sat isfact ion was required,  that  atonement is  a 
rabbinic  f ic t ion.  R abbinic !  Must  i t  b e  f ic t ion b e- 
caus e  rabbinic?  It  comes  i l l  f rom l ib era l  t houg ht 
this  nai l ing at  R abbinism.  If  God was  not  moving 
in the R abbinic  thought  of  Christ’s  day,  what  rea- 
s o n  h av e  w e  t o  s ay  He  m o v e d  i n  B u d d h i s m ,  o r 
moves in the thought of  to-day? But as  to the par- 
able ,  i t  on ly  te l l s  us  that  grace  i s  as  f ree  as  love , 
that it  could not f low more free if  it  had cost noth- 
ing ,  t hat  t he  A lmig ht y  master y  of  re dempt ion  i s 
aw f u l  but  e nt i re ,  and  a l to ge t he r  l ove ly.  We  have 
other  reasons to  know that  i f  it  had cost  nothing, 
i t  c ou l d  not  have  b e e n  s o  f re e .  T he re  i s  no  pre - 
c ious  f reedom that  costs  nothing.  Without  blood, 
without  cost ,  no remission,  no release,  no f inding 
of  the sel f ,  no possessing of  the soul,  no sel f-pos- 
s ess ion ,  no  e as e ,  g race ,  roya lty,  or  l ib er ty  in  t he 
soul’s  matter  or  sty le.  Without  cross  no crown for 
the soul.  It  is  equal ly  true of  God and man.  Grace
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does mean cost—but cost  completely tr iumphantly 
m e t .  Ta k e  G o d’s  g r a c e  i n  i t s  f u l n e s s ,  r i c h n e s s , 
k indness .  You cannot  put  too  much f reedom into 
t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  Fat h e r.  T h e  e a s e  o f  i t s  m an n e r 
rests  on the mighty gravity  of  its  matter.  Art  con- 
cea ls  ar t .  The  ar t  in  forg iv ing ,  the  utter  grace  of 
it ,  conceals the art of redeeming, the dread labour, 
sorrow, and secret of it.

IV.

R e ve l at i on  h a s  i t s  g re at  re s e r ve s  a s  c on d i t i ons 
of  i t s  p ower.  They  are  not  forbidden ground,  but 
they  are  not  f lashed in  our  eyes .  B oth Christ  and 
t h e  Ne w  Te s t am e nt  a re  d i s app oi nt i n g l y  re t i c e nt 
ab out  t h e  c o s t  o f  g r a c e ,  t h e  “p l an  of  s a lv at i on ,” 
t h e  “t h e or y  o f  At on e m e nt ,”  t h e  pre c i s e  w ay  an d 
sense  in  which Christ  bore  our  curse  before  God, 
a n d  t o o k  aw ay  t h e  g u i l t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  Ye t  s u c h 
t r ut h  ( i f  t he re  b e  a  Holy  Gho st  and  C hu rch )  we 
m u s t  h a v e  a n d  w e  c a n .  T h e  s a v e d  c o n s c i e n c e 
craves  it  for  its  moral  world.  It  is  quite  necessar y 
f o r  t h e  C hu rc h’s  f a i t h ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  f o r  t h e  i n d i - 
v i d u a l ’s .  I f  y o u  n e v e r  r e a l i s e  a t  a l l  t h e  c o s t  o f 
grace,  you run some r isk of  making grace of  none 
e f f e c t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  w e  a re  “s c a rc e l y  s av e d .”  To  g o 
back  to  the  parable  which  immor ta l i ses  the  f ree- 
ness  of  g race .  What  should  you  t h ink  of  t he  for- 
g ive n  s on ,  w h o,  a s  t h e  p ard on e d  ye ars  we nt  on , 
ne ver  to ok  h i s  merc y  s er ious ly  enoug h  to  g ive  a 
t houg ht  to  w hat  he  had  broug ht  on  h is  fat her  or 
God? If  he never cared to go behind that  f ree for- 
g iveness  which  met  h im and feasted  him without

A truth that we 
must and can 

have
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an  up br a i d i n g  w ord ;  i f  h e  n e v e r  s ou g ht  t o  l o o k 
d e e p  i n t o  t h o s e  e y e s  w h i c h  h a d  f o l l o w e d  h i m , 
w a t c h e d  h i m ,  a n d  s p i e d  h i m  s o  f a r ;  i f  h e  w a s 
never moved by the amazing welcome to put  him- 
sel f  in  the  depths  of  his  Father’s  place ;  i f  he  took 
it  a l l  with a l ight heart ,  and told the world that  in 
f o r g i v e n e s s  h e  f e l t  n o t h i n g  b u t  g l a d n e s s ;  i f  h e 
said that  that  was  a l l  we know and a l l  we need to 
know ; i f  the swift  forgiveness of  God made it  easy 
for him to forgive himself  and just  forget  his  past ; 
i f  t he  ge ne rous ,  p at i e nt  f at he r  ne ve r  b e c ame  for 
him the Holy Father ;  i f  he felt  it  was needless  and 
fruit less  to enter into the dread depths of  sin with 
the altar candle of the Lord, or explore the miracle 
o f  t h e  Fat h e r ’s  g r a c e — w h at  s h ou l d  you  t h i n k  of 
him then?

Give him, of  course,  a  year or two,  i f  need be,  to 
revel  in  th is  g lad  and sweet  sur pr ise .  Give  to  h is 
s ou l  ( i f  n e e d  b e )  a  h o l y  h on e y m o on .  B ut  i f  t h e 
years  go on and he show no thirst  to  search those 
t h i ng s  w h i ch  t he  ange l s  d e s i re  to  l o ok  i nto,  but 
c an not  ( b e i ng  u n hu m an  and  u n re d e e me d ) ;  i f  he 
never  seek to measure the latent  meaning of  it  a l l 
for  the Redeemer,  and give no sign of  being deep- 
ened in conscience as  the f ruit  of  being redeemed 
there;  if  there be no trace of his coming to himself 
in a sense st i l l  deeper than when he turned among 
t h e  s w i n e ;  i f  h e  go  on  w i t h  a  m e re  re a d i n e s s  o f 
rel igious emotion,  and a levity of  rel igious intel l i- 
gence  w hich  c ares  not  to  me asure  h i s  s in  by  t he 
f iner  standards of  the Father’s  spir it ,  or  gauge the 
holy  s e ver i t y  of  t he  love  he  spur ne d ;  i f  he  l e ar n 
nothing of  the  Lord’s  controversy  and His  morta l
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moral  str i fe ;  i f  he  weigh nothing of  the s in of  the 
world  in  the  s ca les  of  e terna l  redempt ion—if  h is 
career  in  grace were such as  that ,  what  should we 
think of  h im then?  Should  we not  have  reason to 
doubt whether he was not disappointing the Father 
again,  i f  he  was  not  fa l l ing f rom grace  in  another 
w ay,  an d  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a  re l i g i ou s  w ay.  He  m i g ht 
take the genial  cultured way of  a  natural  goodness 
w i t h  ph i l ant h ropy  for  re p e nt an c e ,  an  e a s y  opt i - 
mism,  a  b e aut i f u l  Fat herho o d,  t as te f u l  pie ty,  s o- 
cial  ref inement,  varied interest,  ethical sympathies, 
a e s t h e t i c  c h a r m ,  a n d  a  c o n s c i e n c e  m o r e  e n - 
l ig htened  t han  s aved.  Or  he  mig ht  t ake  t he  pie t - 
ist’s  way.  And then is  the r isk fanciful  of  his  s ink- 
ing ,  perhaps ,  in  the  i l l -educated cases ,  through a 
f luent religionist  into a f l imsy saint,  lapped in soft 
airs ,  taking a  c l ique for  the  k ingdom, and sold to 
t he  re l ig ious  not h ings  of  t he  hour  w it h  a l l  t he i r 
s tup ef y ing  p ower ;  w it h  no  de epness  of  e ar t h ,  no 
pi lgr im progress ,  no  pass ion  of  s acred  blo o d,  no 
g r a s p  on  re a l  l i f e ,  n o  g r i m  w re s t l i n g ,  n o  p ow e r 
with  G o d,  no  master y  of  the  s ou l ,  no  ins ight ,  no 
measure of  it ,  no real  power to retain for  himself , 
or for others to compel a belief in the soul, its real- 
i ty  or  i t s  Redeemer?  And even i f  an  indiv idua l  i s 
s ave d  f rom  t he s e  p e r i l s  of  re l i g i ous  i mpre ss i on - 
ism, a church which acted so would not escape.

V.

T he  p ar ab l e  of  t he  Pro d i g a l  put s  b e fore  us  t he 
r ich f reeness  of  God’s  grace in a  stor y.  But  Christ 
Hi ms e l f  s e t s  i t  b e fore  us  i n  a  l iv i ng  s ou l ,  a s  t he
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l iv ing grace eternal  in our midst .  Did Christ  utter 
Hi s  w h o l e  s e l f  i n  t h at  p a r a b l e ,  Hi s  w h o l e  m i n d 
and  e x p e r i e nc e  of  Hi s  work ,  Hi s  w hol e  s e ns e  of 
the  depths  and heights  of  s in ,  grace  and g lor y?  If 
He was  the  great  gospel ,  could  He put  whole  se l f 
i n t o  a ny  p a r a b l e ?  No,  n o r  i nt o  a l l  t h e  p a r a b l e s 
and  a l l  t he  pre cepts  t a ken  toget her.  There  came, 
when words had proved fruit less  for teaching,  and 
parables  fai lures ,  the last  great  enacted parable  of 
t he  Supp e r,  t he  l a s t  g re at  pr aye rs  of  t he  g ard e n , 
an d  t h e  l a s t  g re at  m i r a c l e s  o f  t h e  c ro s s  an d  t h e 
tomb.  When Chr is t  came to  thes e  th ings ,  do  you 
t h i n k  t h e re  w a s  n o  m ore  i n  Hi s  m i n d  ab out  t h e 
cost  of  Fatherho o d than He put  into  the  s tor y  of 
H i s  p r o d i g a l ?  T h e r e  w a s  a  w o r l d  m o r e .  P e t e r 
y e a r s  a f t e r  s p o k e ,  a s  t h e  L ord  t h e  Sp i r i t  t au g ht 
h i m ,  o f  t h e  c o s t l y  b l o o d  o f  C h r i s t .  A n d  i t  i s  a 
s t r a i n  re p e ate d  i n  t h e  t h ou g ht  o f  e ve r y  ap o s t l e . 
Indeed,  they saw the l i fe  and words of  Christ ,  not 
on ly  i r radiated  by  His  death ,  but  in  the  radiance 
e v e n  l o s t  o r  o b s c u r e d .  T h e  w o r d  o f  t h e  g o s p e l 
w a s  n o t  s o  mu c h  t h e  w ord s  o f  Je s u s  a s  t h e  on e 
compendiar y  word of  the  cross  showing for th the 
r i g ht e o u s n e s s  o f  G o d ,  a n d  d o i n g  a  w o r k  f o r  u s 
which is  the source and ground of  any work in  us . 
The  mere  sp ace  g iven  to  t he  Pass ion  in  t he  gos- 
p e l s  show s  t hat  to  t he  c omp any  of  Je sus  He  w as 
more of  a  Mediator  than even a  Teacher,  and that 
t h e  Ho l y  G h o s t  c am e  f rom  Hi s  c ro s s  m ore  t h an 
from His doctrine.

Sti l l ,  it  remains true that from Christ  Himself  we 
have a lmost  nothing in proport ion about  the holy 
c o s t  o f  Fat h e r h o o d ,  t h e  G o d w a rd  a c t i o n  o f  Hi s

The parables



24

The Holy Father
su f fe r i ng  and  d e at h .  What  mo st  e ng ro ss e d  Hi m , 
e v e n  a t  t h e  c l o s e ,  He  s a i d  l e a s t  o f .  I t  w a s  n o t 
man’s  need of  Him, nor His  act ion on man.  It  was 
G o d’s  n e e d  o f  Hi m ;  G o d’s  re a l  n e e d  o f  Hi s  s or- 
row,  God’s  holy  wi l l  for  His  obedience,  the act ion 
of  Hi s  c ro s s  on  t h e  h o l i n e s s  o f  G o d .  For  C h r i s t 
the  f i rs t  e f fec t  of  His  cross  was  not  on man,  e l se 
He  wou l d  h ave  h a d  m ore  to  s ay  ab out  i t .  It  w a s 
o n  t h e  F a t h e r.  A n d  a t  t h e  e n d  t h a t  g r e w  H i s 
c l o s e s t  c on c e r n .  Ye t  He  h a s  l i t t l e  or  n ot h i n g  t o 
say  of  it  for  our  theologica l  sat is fac t ion.  We have 
but  a  word or  two to  show that  the  nature  of  the 
cross  and atonement  was  prayer,  that  the  ac t  into 
w h i ch  He  put  His  w hol e  l i fe  and  s ou l  w as  i n  i t s 
essence  prayer—a dea l ing  with  God.  We have  but 
a  fe w words ,  wr ung f rom the  agony of  th is  c lear, 
sure,  resolute,  s i lent  man,  though in keeping with 
t he  at t i tude  of  His  w hole  l i fe .  But  a  fe w words— 
and thes e  on ly  as  i t  were  overheard,  not  said  for 
transmission,  and,  l ike ourselves,  “scarcely saved.” 
It  i s  a  re t i c e nc e  w h i ch  i s  on ly  i nte l l i g ib l e  i f  t he 
S on  w as  d e a l i ng  w it h  t he  Fat he r  i n  an  obj e c t ive 
w ay,  ap ar t  f rom  t h e  e f fe c t  o f  Hi s  a c t  an d  a gony 
up on  us .  It  i s  i n  s ome  c ont r a c t  w it h  t he  tone  of 
the epist les,  ret icent as they are.  And it  has moved 
the  humanism of  the  day to  dispute  the  ent ire  le- 
g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  b e t w e e n  e p i s t l e  a n d 
go sp e l ,  to  re s c u e  t he  C h r i s t  of  t he  go sp e l s  f rom 
the Christ of the epist les,  to save Christ from Paul, 
a n d  C h r i s t ’s  re l i g i on  f rom  Ne w  Te s t a m e nt  R a b - 
binism.

We l l ,  I  w i l l  l e a v e  o n  o n e  s i d e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n 
t hat  t he  d i s c ip l e s  d i d  not  u nd e rs t and  e nou g h  of
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Christ’s  words about  His  death to remember them 
al l  as they might.  I  wil l  not say there is  nothing in 
the  suggest ion.  The  gospels  were  not  meant  for  a 
f inished por tar it  of  Chr ist ,  or  a  complete  manual 
o f  H i s  t r u t h .  T h e y  w e r e  b u t  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  i n 
their  or ig in.  It  i s  unhistor ic  to  t reat  them as  sole 
and  comple te .  The y  were  wr it ten  for  p e ople  w ho 
h a d  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  g o s p e l ,  o r  h a d  t h e 
e p i s t l e s ,  i n  ord e r  t o  f i l l  out  t h e i r  k n ow l e d ge  o f 
Christ .  They were less to convey saving knowledge 
than to  enr ich it ,  because  the  apost les  were  pass- 
i ng  aw ay  an d  l e av i ng  n o  s u c c e s s ors  b e h i n d .  B e - 
sides, we must remember when we think of the dis- 
proportion in the contents of  these smal l  memoirs 
that  though we need Christ’s  work of  grace  more , 
we need  His  tenderness  and His  teaching  of tener 
in  the  Chr ist ian l i fe .  The weight  of  the  gospels  i s 
i n  t he i r  c ompre ss e d  c l o s e .  But  w h ate ve r  m ay  b e 
in  such  sug ges t ions  i s  not  a l l .  I  venture  to  of fe r 
one  or  t wo  cons iderat ions  of  a  d i f fe rent  k ind  in 
explanation.

VI.

It  would  not  b e  l ike  the  grace  of  G o d,  i t  would 
b e  ungrac ious ,  i f  He  came forg iv ing  man and yet 
l ay i ng  m ore  s t re s s  on  w h at  i t  c o s t  Hi m  to  d o  i t 
than on His  joy,  fu lness ,  and f reedom in doing it . 
Yo u  f i n d  p o o r  hu m a n  c r e a t u r e s  w h o  n e v e r  c a n 
over lo ok  your  mis t a ke  w it hout  conve y ing  to  you 
t hat  i t  i s  as  much as  t he y  can  do.  The y  t h in k  no 
l i t t l e  o f  t h e ms e lve s  for  d oi ng  i t .  T h e y  t a ke  c are 
t hat  you  sha l l  ne ver  forget  t he i r  magnanimity  in



26

The Holy Father
doing  i t .  The y  ke ep  t he  cos t  of  your  forg iveness 
e ve r  b e fore  you .  A n d  t h e  re s u l t  i s  t h at  i t  i s  n ot 
f o r g i v e n e s s  a t  a l l .  Ho w  m i s e r a b l e  a  t h i n g  i t  i s 
i n s t e a d !  Ho w  t h i s  s p i r i t  t a k e s  t h e  c h a r m  f r o m 
t h e  re c on c i l i at i on !  How  i t  d e s t roy s  t h e  g r a c e  of 
i t !  How  p e nu r i o u s  t h e  h e a r t  i t  b e t r ay s !  How  i t 
shr ivels  the  magnanimity  i t  parades !  How grudg- 
i ng ,  h ow  u ngo d l i ke  i t  i s !  How  u n f at h e r ly !  Wh at 
an ungracious way of dealing with the graceless!

T h a t  i s  n o t  G o d ’s  w a y  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s .  H i s 
Fatherhood has  the grand manner.  It  has  not  only 
dist inct ion,  but  del icac y.  He leaves  us  to  f ind out 
i n  g re at  m e a s u re  w h at  i t  c o s t — s l ow l y,  w i t h  t h e 
quickened hear t  of  the  forg iven,  to  f ind that  out . 
Christ  never told His disciples He was Messiah t i l l 
i t  was  borne in  on them by contact  with Him.  He 
never  told  them t i l l ,  by  the  working of  the  ac tua l 
Messiahship upon them, they found it  out .  Revel- 
a t i on  c am e  h om e  t o  t h e m  a s  d i s c ove r y.  It  bu r s t 
f rom exper ience.  S o  gracious  is  God with  His  re- 
ve lat ion that  He ac tua l ly  le ts  i t  come home to  us 
as  i f  we  had dis covered  i t .  That  i s  His  f ine  man- 
n e r— s o  t o  g ive  a s  i f  we  h a d  fou n d .  Hi s  s h i n i ng 
may even be  forgotten in  our  see ing .  And so  in  a 
way with our forgiveness  it  dawns on us .  Its  f ree- 
dom gives  us the power to see its  cost .  The crown 
of  t he  ne w l i fe  i s  t he  p ower  not  on ly  to  enj oy  i t 
but  to prize it .  It  is  borne in on the forgiven.  It  is 
a  t r ut h  of  exp er ience .  It  i s  re conc i l i at ion  t a k ing 
a cc ount  of  i t s e l f .  The  f i r s t  cond it ion  of  forg ive- 
n e s s  i s  n o t  a n  a d e q u a t e  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e 
Atone me nt ,  and  a  du e  s e ns e  of  t he  c o s t .  T hat  i s 
not  sav ing  faith .  Any adequate  idea  on that  head

God’s way of 
forgiveness
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c o m e s  o n l y  t o  t h e  s a v e d .  T h e  c r o s s  b e c o m e s  a 
t h e o l o g y  o n l y  b y  b e g i n n i n g  a s  a  r e l i g i o n .  T h e 
c on d i t i on  o f  for g i v e n e s s  i s  an s w e r i n g  t h e  g r a c e 
an d  f re e d om  of  i t  w i t h  a  l i ke  f re e ,  hu mbl e ,  an d 
joyfu l  hear t .  It  i s  t ak ing  the  f reedom of  i t  home, 
a n d  n o t  t h e  c o s t .  It  i s  c o m m i t t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o 
G o d’s  s e l f - c o m m i t t a l  t o  u s .  It  i s  t a k i n g  G o d  a t 
His  word—at His  l iv ing word,  Christ—His urgent , 
reticent, gracious, masterful word, Christ.

I t  w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  r e d e e m e d ,  t o  H i s  a p o s t l e s 
e s p e c i a l l y,  s a n c t i f i e d  by  a  n e w  l i f e ,  v i s i on ,  a n d 
measure of  a l l  things,  it  was lef t  to a l l  the faithful 
a s  t h e i r  t r u e  s u c c e s s o r s ,  t o  d w e l l  o n  t h e  c o s t l y 
s ide  of  the  Chr ist’s  work,  to  draw out  the  hidden 
wea lth  of  the  Father ’s  g race ,  and the  demands  of 
the  Father’s  nature  in  Chr ist’s  cross ,  and to  mag- 
n i f y  w h at  t h e  Fat h e r h o o d  c o s t  b o t h  Fat h e r  a n d 
S o n .  I t  w a s  i n d e e d  e v e n  t h e n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f 
C h r i s t .  T h e  e a r t h l y  C h r i s t  w a s  n o t  t h e  a l l  o f 
C h r i s t .  T h e  w h o l e  C h r i s t  w a s  t h e re ,  but  n ot  a l l 
t h at  i s  i n  C h r i s t .  To t u s  C hr i s t u s  s e d  n o n  t o t u m 
quod in  eo  est ,  says  Calv in.  He taught  Paul  in  the 
s p i r i t  a s  t r u l y  a s  He  t au g ht  t h e  d i s c ip l e s  i n  t h e 
f lesh .  And in  Paul  He had perhaps  a  more  teach- 
ab l e  d i s c ip l e  t han  t he y  we re  —  a  more  s e ns i t ive 
pupi l ,  a  more adequate soul,  and possibly  even on 
p oints  a  more  t r ust y  rep or ter  of  His  t r ut hs  t han 
they.  There  i s  an  ins ight  into  the  meaning of  His 
work opened up by  the  humbled and grate fu l  ex- 
per ience  of  those  f i rst  saints  whom that  work re- 
made.  And t he y  cer t a in ly  confess  t hat  i t  was  t he 
w o r k  o f  t h e  c r o s s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  H i s 
mouth that  made them what  they were.  The cross
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His  Fat her ’s  S on ,  l i t t l e  of  His  ach ie vements ,  and 
of the pain and cost of them next to nothing at all.

T h e  m o r e  t h e  G o s p e l  s ay s  t o  u s ,  t h e  m o r e  w e 
are  impressed with  it s  s i lence.  There  is  a  form of 
the thirst for souls,  of religious eagerness,  of evan- 
g e l i c a l  h a s t e  a n d  p i ou s  i mp at i e n c e  w h i c h  i s  f a r 
t o o  v o l u b l e  a n d  a c t i v e  t o  b e  i m p r e s s i v e .  I t  i s 
m o r e  y o u t h f u l  t h a n  f a i t h f u l ,  m o r e  a r d e n t  t h a n 
sagacious ,  more  energet ic  than inspired.  It  would 
express  e ver y t h ing  and  at  once  in  word  or  de e d. 
The y  forget  that  the  ardent  luc id  no on hides  t he 
s olemn stars ,  and heaven’s  t r ue  majesty  of  n ight , 
no less  than does the thickest  cloud.  Of this  there 
is  no s ign in Christ .  His  inst itut ions were not  de- 
vised in the interest  of  the world’s  speedy evangel- 
i sat ion.  He could  wait  for  the  souls  He redeemed 
as  we l l  a s  for  t he  G o d  He  re ve a l e d .  T he  w ai t i ng 
energ y of  the  Church is  just  as  faithful  as  its  for- 
ward movements,  and at  cer tain t imes more need- 
fu l .  Faith  has  ever  a  holy  indif ference and a  mas- 
t e r ly  n e g l i ge n c e  w h i ch  re s t  on  t h e  i n f i n i tu d e  of 
divine care and the completeness of Christ’s work.

Christ  exhibited God,  He did not  expound Him. 
He  was  His  w it ness ,  not  His  ap olog i s t .  He  ac te d 
on God and for God;  He was a  power more than a 
prophet ,  and a  prophet  more  than a  polemist .  He 
did  more  to  revea l  than to  interpret .  And His  re- 
velat ion was in work more than in word,  in a  soul 
more than a  scheme.  He gave a  l iv ing Spir it  more 
t han  a  l iv i ng  t r ut h ,  t he  Holy  Spi r i t  more  t han  a 
v ita l  pr inciple .  In  Him God gave  Himsel f ,  He did 
not explain Himself.  He was  the revelation, He did 
not elaborate it .  To see Him was to see the Father,

Christ did more 
to reveal than to 

interpret God
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not  to  s e e  how He  cou ld  b e  t he  Fat her.  We  have 
the  benef it  of  the  achievement .  We love and trust 
i t s  doer.  We might  t rust  Him less  i f  He had more 
to  s ay  ab out  i t .  O u r  f a i t h  i s  t r us t  i n  C h r i s t  w ho 
died, rather than trust in the faith of a Christ.  It  is 
t r ust  in  a  Chr is t  who e f fec ted  forg iveness  by  His 
work,  not  who explained forgiveness  in  His  word, 
or  kept  His  act  incessant ly  in our ears .  It  was  not 
for  the Redeemer to be eloquent,  or  even explicit , 
a b o u t  Hi s  ow n  w o r k .  He  d i d  i t ,  a n d  i t  a c t s  f o r 
ever.  It  set  up no new af fect ion in God,  but a  new 
and creat ive relat ion on both sides of  the spir itual 
w o r l d .  It  g av e  m a n  a  n e w  r e l a t i o n  t o  G o d ,  a n d 
God,  a  new re lat ion,  though not  a  new fee l ing  to 
man.  It  did not  make God our Father,  but  it  made 
it possible for the Father to treat sinners as sons.

But the great  cr isis  itself  transpired in the secret 
p l a c e  o f  t h e  Mo s t  H i g h ;  a n d  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  t h e 
G o sp e l s  re f l e c t s  t h e  S av i ou r ’s  ow n  re s e r ve .  It  i s 
t he  s t i l l ne ss  of  a  qu i e t ,  e ar ne s t ,  s t rong ,  re t i r i ng 
m an .  Ye a ,  i t  i s  t he  s i l e nc e  of  t he  u nwor l d ly  and 
unseen,  the shadow of  the hol iest ,  the gaze of  the 
Cher ubim,  the  hush of  the  great  white  throne,  of 
holy wars in high places,  of  far of f  spiritual  things 
— s l o w,  s u b t l e ,  s o l e m n ,  s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s .  T h e 
s i lence  of  the  f i rst  creat ion no man heard or  saw. 
T h at  s i l e n c e  i s  re p e ate d  i n  t h e  s e c on d .  It  i s  t h e 
s i l ence  of  the  moving  heavens ,  of  the  r i s ing  sun, 
of  the  Resurrec t ion in  the  co ol ,  d im dawn of  the 
Church’s  faith and love,  of  a l l  the mightiest  act ion 
of  t he  Holy  Ghost—ye a ,  of  His  w it ness  b or ne  in 
your  hear ts  in  th is  hour  when I  sp eak  these  holy 
names and presume to  ca l l  these  awful  powers .  If
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y e  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  Fa t h e r,  p a s s  t h e  t i m e  o f  y o u r 
s o j o u r n i n g  h e r e  i n  f e a r— i n  r e v e r e nt  a n d  g o d l y 
fe ar.  For  t h i s  holy  Fat herho o d i s  at  i t s  he ar t  t he 
consuming fire.

VIII.

I  a d d ,  w i t h  s ome  m i s g iv i ng ,  one  c ons i d e r at i on 
more.  The reser ve of  Christ  in the Gospels  is  part 
of  the si lence and isolat ion which f i l led the cup of 
His suffering.  He had nobody to speak to about it . 
N o b o d y  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d .  H e  h a d  n o  P a u l 
among His  disc iples .  Peter  and John were  not  yet 
born into this .  Yea,  at  the  last  the  Father  Himsel f 
g r e w  s i l e n t  t o  H i m ,  a n d  c o m m u n i o n  c e a s e d , 
t h o u g h  f a i t h  a n d  p r a y e r  d i d  n o t .  S i g h  o r  b r i e f 
sol i loquy a lone remained.  He had to  consume the 
s m oke  of  Hi s  ow n  tor m e nt  an d  ou rs .  Hi s  l on e ly 
s i lence  was  a  needfu l  par t  of  His  prec ious  agony, 
of  His  su f fe r i ng  work .  It  w as  a  c ond it i on  of  His 
wor k’s  s u c c e s s .  It s  du mb  s u bm i s s i on  w a s  e s s e n - 
t i a l  to  His  comple te  prac t i c a l  re cog nit ion  of  t he 
hol iness  of  t he  judg ment  He  b ore .  It  was  p ar t  of 
that  per fec t  obedient  praise  of  the  Father’s  r ight- 
eousness  which rose in human extremity f rom His 
faith  and love.  There  was  more  praise  in  the  ten- 
acity of  this  dumb solitude than when He rejoiced 
in  spir i t  and said :  “I  thank Thee,  O Father,  L ord 
o f  H e a v e n  a n d  E a r t h .”  I t  w a s  h o l i n e s s  o w n i n g 
h o l i n e s s  u n d e r  t h e  u n s p e a k ab l e  l o a d  o f  h u m a n 
g u i l t .  It  w a s  an  e s s e nt i a l  p ar t  o f  t h e  h o l y  ju d g - 
ment  He bore,  that  i t  should be  borne a lone with 
t h e  Fat h e r  ve i l e d ,  t h e  f utu re  ve i l e d ,  an d  ( m ay  I

The isolation 
of Christ
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say)  with some explic it  sense  vei led to  Himsel f  of 
that  va lue  which the  occultat ion of  His  g lor y  and 
knowledge  was  hav ing  for  Go d and for  man.  Yes , 
i t  was ,  p erhaps ,  p ar t  of  His  work’s  p er fe c t  g lor y 
not  to  know,  to  be  s i lent  in  the agony of  knowing 
on l y  t h e  Fat h e r ’s  w i l l  a n d  n ot  t h e  Fat h e r ’s  w ay. 
His  se l f -emptying meant  se l f - l imitat ion in  know- 
ledge as  in other  things.  I  have a lready applied to 
C h r i s t ’s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e  w o r d s  w h i c h  C a l v i n 
app l i e s  t o  Hi s  u b i q u i t y :  “ T h e  w h o l e  C h r i s t  w a s 
there,  but  not a l l  that  is  in Christ  was there.”  And 
t h i s  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  e n t i r e  k n o w l e d g e  m a y  w e l l 
have been a vital  element in the agony of the great 
a c t .  It  w a s  an  a c t  t h at  d re w  n ot  up on  Hi s  t h e o - 
log y,  but  on  t he  spir i tua l  res ources  of  His  mora l 
personality in its  superhuman obedience and trust. 
His si lence may have been due to voluntar y ignor- 
anc e ,  to  ne s c i e nc e  by  holy  and  om n ip ote nt  c on - 
sent .  It  was,  perhaps,  the abyss  of  His  sel f-empty- 
ing ,  the  t r iumph of  His  superhuman humi l iat ion, 
Hi s  ut t e r  e xe rc i s e  o f  t h o s e  s e l f - i mp o s e d  l i m i t a - 
t i ons  w h i c h  m a d e  Hi s  i n c ar n at i on ,  t h e  n e g at ive 
exer t ion of  His  wi l l’s  omnipotence in  a l l  that  was 
n e e d f u l  t o  r e d e e m .  I t  w a s  p e r h a p s  H i s  p o w e r 
through positive trust to curb the passion to know, 
His  acquiescence  by  faith  in  some theologica l  ig- 
norance,  His  consent  not  explic it ly  to  see how  His 
mortal  obedience expiated and redeemed.  His  cer- 
t a int y  on ly  t hat  i t  d id ,  t hat  t he  Holy  Fat her  had 
need  of  i t  for  His  hol iness ,  for  His  k ingdom,  for 
H i s  s o n s .  Ha d  He  s e e n  a l l ,  He  c o u l d  h a v e  s u f - 
fe re d  but  l i t t l e .  To  h ave  k now n  i n  d e t a i l  at  t h at 
hour the whole  meaning,  power,  and ef fect  of  His
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y e  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  Fa t h e r,  p a s s  t h e  t i m e  o f  y o u r 
s o j o u r n i n g  h e r e  i n  f e a r— i n  r e v e r e nt  a n d  g o d l y 
fe ar.  For  t h i s  holy  Fat herho o d i s  at  i t s  he ar t  t he 
consuming fire.

VIII.

I  a d d ,  w i t h  s ome  m i s g iv i ng ,  one  c ons i d e r at i on 
more.  The reser ve of  Christ  in the Gospels  is  part 
of  the si lence and isolat ion which f i l led the cup of 
His suffering.  He had nobody to speak to about it . 
N o b o d y  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d .  H e  h a d  n o  P a u l 
among His  disc iples .  Peter  and John were  not  yet 
born into this .  Yea,  at  the  last  the  Father  Himsel f 
g r e w  s i l e n t  t o  H i m ,  a n d  c o m m u n i o n  c e a s e d , 
t h o u g h  f a i t h  a n d  p r a y e r  d i d  n o t .  S i g h  o r  b r i e f 
sol i loquy a lone remained.  He had to  consume the 
s m oke  of  Hi s  ow n  tor m e nt  an d  ou rs .  Hi s  l on e ly 
s i lence  was  a  needfu l  par t  of  His  prec ious  agony, 
of  His  su f fe r i ng  work .  It  w as  a  c ond it i on  of  His 
wor k’s  s u c c e s s .  It s  du mb  s u bm i s s i on  w a s  e s s e n - 
t i a l  to  His  comple te  prac t i c a l  re cog nit ion  of  t he 
hol iness  of  t he  judg ment  He  b ore .  It  was  p ar t  of 
that  per fec t  obedient  praise  of  the  Father’s  r ight- 
eousness  which rose in human extremity f rom His 
faith  and love.  There  was  more  praise  in  the  ten- 
acity of  this  dumb solitude than when He rejoiced 
in  spir i t  and said :  “I  thank Thee,  O Father,  L ord 
o f  H e a v e n  a n d  E a r t h .”  I t  w a s  h o l i n e s s  o w n i n g 
h o l i n e s s  u n d e r  t h e  u n s p e a k ab l e  l o a d  o f  h u m a n 
g u i l t .  It  w a s  an  e s s e nt i a l  p ar t  o f  t h e  h o l y  ju d g - 
ment  He bore,  that  i t  should be  borne a lone with 
t h e  Fat h e r  ve i l e d ,  t h e  f utu re  ve i l e d ,  an d  ( m ay  I
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say)  with some explic it  sense  vei led to  Himsel f  of 
that  va lue  which the  occultat ion of  His  g lor y  and 
knowledge  was  hav ing  for  Go d and for  man.  Yes , 
i t  was ,  p erhaps ,  p ar t  of  His  work’s  p er fe c t  g lor y 
not  to  know,  to  be  s i lent  in  the agony of  knowing 
on l y  t h e  Fat h e r ’s  w i l l  a n d  n ot  t h e  Fat h e r ’s  w ay. 
His  se l f -emptying meant  se l f - l imitat ion in  know- 
ledge as  in other  things.  I  have a lready applied to 
C h r i s t ’s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e  w o r d s  w h i c h  C a l v i n 
app l i e s  t o  Hi s  u b i q u i t y :  “ T h e  w h o l e  C h r i s t  w a s 
there,  but  not a l l  that  is  in Christ  was there.”  And 
t h i s  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  e n t i r e  k n o w l e d g e  m a y  w e l l 
have been a vital  element in the agony of the great 
a c t .  It  w a s  an  a c t  t h at  d re w  n ot  up on  Hi s  t h e o - 
log y,  but  on  t he  spir i tua l  res ources  of  His  mora l 
personality in its  superhuman obedience and trust. 
His si lence may have been due to voluntar y ignor- 
anc e ,  to  ne s c i e nc e  by  holy  and  om n ip ote nt  c on - 
sent .  It  was,  perhaps,  the abyss  of  His  sel f-empty- 
ing ,  the  t r iumph of  His  superhuman humi l iat ion, 
Hi s  ut t e r  e xe rc i s e  o f  t h o s e  s e l f - i mp o s e d  l i m i t a - 
t i ons  w h i c h  m a d e  Hi s  i n c ar n at i on ,  t h e  n e g at ive 
exer t ion of  His  wi l l’s  omnipotence in  a l l  that  was 
n e e d f u l  t o  r e d e e m .  I t  w a s  p e r h a p s  H i s  p o w e r 
through positive trust to curb the passion to know, 
His  acquiescence  by  faith  in  some theologica l  ig- 
norance,  His  consent  not  explic it ly  to  see how  His 
mortal  obedience expiated and redeemed.  His  cer- 
t a int y  on ly  t hat  i t  d id ,  t hat  t he  Holy  Fat her  had 
need  of  i t  for  His  hol iness ,  for  His  k ingdom,  for 
H i s  s o n s .  Ha d  He  s e e n  a l l ,  He  c o u l d  h a v e  s u f - 
fe re d  but  l i t t l e .  To  h ave  k now n  i n  d e t a i l  at  t h at 
hour the whole  meaning,  power,  and ef fect  of  His
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sorrow would have been to  quench it  in  the  g lor y 
that  could  rea l ly  on ly  come with  sa lvat ion,  when 
He  h a d  s o u n d e d  i t s  d a r k n e s s  a n d  r i s e n  o n  t h e 
other  s ide .  The  t ree  of  knowledge  i s  not  the  t ree 
of life.

And so this  s i lence was  the  draining of  sorrow’s 
c up.  To  s e e  a l l  wou l d  b e  to  su f fe r  none .  A nd  to 
utter  suf fer ing is  to  escape some.  To conf ide  it  i s 
t o  e a s e  i t .  To  d i e  a l o n e  i s  t h e  d e a t h  i n  d e a t h . 
S i l e n c e  i s  s or row ’s  c row n  of  s or row,  an d  c an  b e 
more  pathet ic  than death .  And the  s i l ence  of  the 
Gospels  ref lects  the Saviour’s  true dying,  His utter 
suf fer ing ,  His  nes c ience ,  His  lonel iness ,  His  cer- 
tainty in darkness, His trust, His perfect obedience. 
As  t he  bre v i t y  of  His  l i fe  w as  p ar t  of  His  g re at - 
ness ,  s o  t he  l ack  in  t he  G osp e ls  i s  t he  condit ion 
of their greater perfection; it is a part of their com- 
pleteness as  a  ref lect ion of  the Redeemer.  And the 
s i lence of  both ref lects  the awful  s i lence,  the hid- 
i n g  o f  t h e  Fat h e r  a n d  t h e  f u t u re  w h i c h  w a s  t h e 
c row n i ng  c on d i t i on  of  re d e mpt i on ,  an d  t h e  l a s t 
wors t  t e s t  o f  h o ly  ob e d i e n c e  an d  dy i ng  t r u s t .  It 
was  not  the  Father’s  anger  but  His  holy  love,  un- 
sp eakable  by  word or  lo ok ,  to  b e  uttered  only  by 
deed,  by Resurrect ion.  As Christ’s  love could only 
s p e a k  s i l e nt l y  a t  l a s t  i n  t h e  a c t  a n d  my s t e r y  o f 
dy i ng ,  s o  G o d  c ou l d  on ly  ans we r  s i l e nt ly  i n  t he 
myster ious act  of  rais ing Him from the dead.  And 
this  was  more  than comfor t ing  Him in  death ,  for 
it  was raising Him from death’s  utmost desolat ion, 
f r o m  d e a t h  c o m f o r t l e s s ,  t h e  d e a d l i e s t  d e a t h , 
d e a t h’s  s h a r p e s t  s t i n g  a n d  u t m o s t  p o w e r.  D e e p 
cal led unto deep,  and the Wil l  that  died addressed

The Saviour’s 
true dying
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and evoked the Wil l  that  raised Him up again in a 
s i lent  antiphon which is  now the standing balance 
and order of the spiritual world for ever.

S o  i t  d id  not  b e come t he  C apt ain  of  our  s a lva- 
t i on  to  s ay  mu ch  ab out  t he  c o s t  of  His  g r a c e  or 
t he  agony  of  Fat herho o d.  And i t  d id  b e come t he 
saved to say ver y much about it  indeed. And it  be- 
c om e s  t h e  C hu rc h  a l w ay s  n ot  on l y  t o  e nj oy  t h e 
Fat he r ’s  g r a c e ,  but  to  l e ar n  to  pr i z e  i t .  We  must 
g a i n  s o m e  r e a s o n a b l e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  my s t e r y  w e 
cannot  fathom.  We must  weigh the  grav ity  of  s in 
i n  t he  f a c e  of  ho l i ne ss ,  for  t he  s a ke  of  worsh ip - 
p i n g  t h e  S av i ou r ’s  g r a c e ,  a n d  l ov e’s  e a r n e s t n e s s 
about  its  holy  law.  It  i s  not  in  this  e f for t  that  the 
Church has departed from the Holy Ghost or gone 
b a c k  f r o m  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  G o s p e l s .  T h e 
Church may wander far ;  but ,  as  even Goethe said, 
she must  ever  return to  adjust  her  compass  at  the 
cross .  She  c annot  res t  s at i s f i e d  w it h  t he  impres- 
s i on is m  of  t he  c ro ss .  T he  c ro ss  i s  not  t he re  jus t 
for  re l ig ious  e f fe c t .  The  C hurch  t a kes  her  mora l 
bearings there.  She f inds her moral standard there. 
S h e  d i s c ov e r s  G o d’s  m o r a l  w o r l d  a n d  au t h o r i t y 
t h e r e .  S h e  r e c o n s t r u c t s  m a n’s  c o n s c i e n c e  f r o m 
there,  f rom the word,  revelat ion and nature of  the 
cross,  not its  sound and music and ef fect  alone.  In 
an instinct so central,  so persistent as this,  has the 
Church been misled?  Then either  she has  not  had 
the Holy Ghost,  or the Holy Ghost in her has been 
fa lse to the work of  Christ  and its  true nature and 
power.
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IX.

We put  too l itt le ,  therefore,  into the Fatherhood 
of  G o d  i f  we  s ay  He  i s  t h e  Fat h e r  o f  u s  s i n n e r s 
without more ado, that nothing beyond our repent- 
ance  was  due to  His  hol iness ,  that  His  love  could 
b e  t r u s t e d  i f  H e  l e t  H i s  h o l i n e s s  g o ,  t h a t  H e 
c o u l d  s h o w  H i s  h e a r t ’s  a f f e c t i o n s  b y  s i m p l y 
choosing not to press His nature’s demands.

We put  to o  l i t t l e  into  Fatherho o d none  the  less 
i f  we think that  the sat is fact ion of  Christ  was  the 
s ource  and caus e  of  the  Father ’s  g race  instead  of 
its fruit.

A n d  w e  l i k e w i s e  p u t  t o o  l i t t l e  i n t o  i t  i f  w e 
d w e l l  o n  t h e  c o s t  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  t o  G o d  t i l l  w e 
l o s e  a l l  s e ns e  o f  t h e  g r a c e  i n  g r a c e ,  i t s  f u l n e s s , 
f re e dom,  and  sp e l l ,  i t s  tender ness ,  p at ience ,  and 
utter magnanimity with us.

But  to o  mu ch  no  s on  of  man  c an  put  i nto  t hat 
ha l l owe d  Fat he rho o d  w h i ch  i s  t he  w hol e  of  G o d 
a n d  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  C h r i s t .  It  i s  t h e  v e r y  n at u re 
and tota l i ty  of  Go dhead,  and the  source  of  man’s 
redempt ion .  It s  s olemn love  i s  the  burden of  the 
Sav iour ’s  b lo o dy  p ass ion ,  and  i t  i s  t he  cons e cra- 
t ion  of  man’s  red-r ip e  pass ion for  man.  No name 
s o  f i t s  o u r  w h o l e  s o u l ’s  w h o l e  G o d .  Hu m a n i s m 
h a s  n o t h i n g  s o  h u m a n ,  C h r i s t  h a s  n o t h i n g  s o 
s u p e r hu m a n  a s  t h i s  “ Ho ly  Fat h e r .”  It  w r ap s  t h e 
wor ld  l i ke  t he  war m waters  of  t he  c le ans ing  s e a . 
They touch the horrors  of  the nether  ear th below,
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a n d  a b ov e  re f l e c t  t h e  h e av e n’s  e n d l e s s  s m i l e .  It 
is ever like

The moving waters at their priest- 
 like task 
Of pure ablution round earth’s human 
 shores.

We  c a n n ot  s i mp l i f y  i t  on  t h at  n a m e ,  w e  c a n n ot 
exhaust  it .  It  is  the deepest  name and the dearest . 
It  sp e a k s  to  ch i l d ,  mai d ,  and  man .  It  i s  t he  te n - 
dered,  s ternest ,  broadest ,  most  subl ime.  It  damps 
o u r  h u m a n e s t  p a r t  a s  o u r  g o d l i e s t .  T h e  l i f e  o f 
h o m e ,  c o u n t r y,  h u m a n i t y,  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  k i n g - 
d om ,  of  a c t i on ,  p a ss i on ,  c ons c i e nc e ,  ou r  hu m an 
ties and duties,  tender or heroic—that is  now what 
bears  God’s  monogram in us—the moral  soul  with 
al l  its love, conscience, care,  grace, devotion, gran- 
d e u r,  wo e  an d  j oy.  T h e  o l d  d e ar  n am e s  i n  t h e i r 
new creat ion are the divined st i l l ,  and the nearest 
at  our need.  They are the holiest  and most  human 
too.  Father,  mother,  wife ,  chi ld,  lover  and maid— 
t h a t  i s  t h e  o l d  s t o r y  o f  w h i c h  t h e  w o r l d  n e v e r 
g row s  w e ar y.  O f  t h e  t a l e  o f  rom an c e  an d  o f  re - 
n u n c i a t i o n  w e  d o  n o t  w e a r y.  Tw o  l o v e r s  w h i s - 
p e r i n g  by  a n  o r c h a r d  w a l l ,  t h e s e  w e e p i n g  t h e i r 
f ird-born dead or lost ,  these chi l led and edranged 
for  ever,  or  these  at  last  grown grey  and s leeping 
together  at  the  foot  of  the  hi l l ,—such things  out- 
l a s t  i n  t h e i r  i nt e re s t  f or  u s  a l l  t h e  c e nt u r i e s  o f 
h u m a n  c a r e  a n d  c r i m e .  T h e y  o u t l i v e  o u r  f o l l y, 
n oi s e  an d  s i n ,  e ar t h’s  t r iu mph ,  g l or i e s ,  f a i lu re s , 
fe ve rs  and  f ro s t s .  But  not  on ly  s o.  T he y  are  i m - 
mor t a l  a l s o  in  G o d.  The y  are  h id  w it h  C hr i s t  in
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G o d .  Et e r n i t y  d o e s  n o t  d r aw  a  s p on g e  ov e r  t h e 
hear t .  Our  great  pass ions  are  laid  up beneath the 
a l t ar  of  the  Father ’s  pass ion  to  redeem.  The y  are 
smo othed out  there  w here  a l l  c ro oked th ings  are 
m a d e  s t r a i g ht .  Fo r  u s  w i t h  o u r  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s’s 
H o l y  F a t h e r,  l o v e  i s  n o t  w h a t  t h e  p e s s i m i s t s 
make  i t—Nature  duping  the  indiv idua l  in  the  in- 
t e re s t s  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s .  It  b e l ong s  t o  t h e  e t e r n a l . 
O u r  br i e f  l i f e  t r a n s l a t e s  p a s s i on  i nt o  a f f e c t i on , 
and our  af fec t ions  into  mora l  wor th .  It  spir itua l- 
i s es ,  cons ecrates  them.  If  l i fe  do  that ,  how much 
more  e te r n i t y !  I f  l i f e  c an  t hus  re ve a l ,  w he re fore 
n o t  d e at h ?  I f  l i f e  h a l l ow,  h ow  mu c h  m o r e  d o e s 
G o d  t h e  Ho l y !  I t  i s  H i s  o w n  l i f e  t h a t  f l o w s  i n 
t hes e  undy ing  loves  and  t i e s .  The y  w i l l  not  g ive 
us  t he  Fat her,  but  t he  Holy  Fat her  g ives  us  t hem 
a  t h ou s an d fo l d .  T h e i r  p e r p e tu a l  s ong  i s  but  t h e 
e c h o  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  t h e  mu r mu r  i n  t h e  w i n d i n g 
he ar t  of  t he  s o lemn,  ce as e less  r iver,  w hich  g lad- 
dens  the  c ity  of  God,  and its  fu lness  is  the  music 
o f  t h e  w o r l d .  O u r  f i r s t  l o v e  a n d  o u r  l a s t ,  i t s 
you ng  d re am  and  i t s  o l d  s or row,  are  e te r na l i s e d 
in  our  Alpha  and Omega ,  the  Eterna l  Father,  the 
Holy  Redeemer.  There  a l s o  i s  the  fountain  of  the 
s a int ho o d  t hat  we ds  man k ind,  has  t he  wor ld  for 
its  parish,  and lays down its  l i fe  for those who are 
neither  k ith  nor  k in  but  thank less  and ev i l .  Holy 
F a t h e r !  I t  m e a n s  a  h o u s e h o l d  G o d  i n  a  h o u s e 
n o t  m a d e  w i t h  h a n d s ,  t h e  k i n g  o f  a  r i g h t e o u s 
k i n g d o m  o f  l o v i n g  h e a r t s ,  a  s o c i a l  G o d  w i t h  a 
s o c i a l  g o s p e l ,  a  t r i u n e  G o d  w h o  i s  a n  e t e r n a l 
home and  s o c ie t y  in  Hims e l f .  L ove ,  loss ,  f at her- 
ho o d,  motherho o d,  wi feho o d,  widowho o d,  home,
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countr y,  and the heroisms that renounce these,  are 
a l l  eternal  in  the heavens.  They are  embalmed for 
e v e r  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  F a t h e r,  o n c e 
b e re ave d  of  Hi s  S on ,  an d  t h e  Et e r n a l  S on ,  on c e 
o r p h a n e d  o f  H i s  Fa t h e r.  T h a t  i s  t h e  h o l y  l o v e , 
s u r e  o f  i t s e l f ,  w h i c h  w e  n e e d  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e 
malady of our over-sensitive age.

Ne v e r  d i d  h u m a n  p i t y  a n d  a f f e c t i o n  m e a n  s o 
mu ch  a s  to - d ay ;  but  n e i t h e r  to - d ay  n or  to - m or- 
r o w  w i l l  i t  b e  d e a r  o r  s o l e m n  e n o u g h  f o r  t h a t 
pr i me v a l ,  e nd l e ss  l ove  of  G o d.  T he  g r a c e  of  t he 
Ho l y  E t e r n a l  F a t h e r  h a s  b u t  o n e  i m a g e  a m o n g 
men,  and  i t  i s  t he  holy  face  of  Jesus  and  Him as 
c r u c i f i e d .  T h e  c au s e  o f  t h e  c r o s s  w a s  n o t  o n l y 
that  man was  lost ,  nor  that  G o d is  love ,  but  a l s o 
t h a t  t h e  F a t h e r  i s  h o l y.  Ho l i n e s s  i s  l o v e’s  e n d , 
and it  i s  only  because  He is  holy  that  His  Father- 
h o o d  i s  i n e x h a u s t i b l e  a n d  o u r  l o v e s  e n d u r e . 
Hol iness  i s  that  in  the  love  of  God which f ixes  i t 
and  assures  i t  for  e ver.  I f  hol iness  f a i l  not ,  t hen 
l o v e  c a n n o t .  I f  i t  c a n n o t  b e  p u t  b y,  t h e n  l o v e 
c an not  f a d e .  T he  ho l i ne ss  w h i ch  d e m and e d  t h at 
C hr i s t  shou ld  d ie  i s ,  by  i t s  s at i s fac t ion ,  our  one 
guarantee  of  the  love  that  cannot  die .  If  God had 
t a ken  His  hol iness  l ig ht ly,  how cou ld  we  b e  sure 
H e  w o u l d  n e v e r  b e  l i g h t  o f  l o v e ?  B u t  H e  t h a t 
sp are d  n ot  Hi s  ow n  S on ,  h ow  s h a l l  He  n ot  w i t h 
H i m  a l s o  g i v e  u s  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  b e  t o  u s  a l l 
t h i n g s  w h i c h  l o v e  s h o u l d  c r a v e ?  T h e r e  n e v e r 
w a s  a  m o r e  t e n d e r  t i m e  t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  B u t 
when we read behind the  cross ,  and not  only  feel 
i t ,  t he  he ar t  of  f at he rho o d  i s  t hat  moral  t e nd e r- 
n e s s  w h i c h  i s  s o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  p i t y,  w h i c h

The holy  
love
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not  only  weeps ,  soothes ,  and helps—but  forg ives , 
and forgives  as  one who in forgiv ing has  to  atone 
and  re d e e m .  To - d ay  we  are  l e ar n i ng  ne w  d e pt hs 
o f  t h a t  m o r a l  t e n d e r n e s s  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s o u l  o f 
grace,  and that  holy  k indness  which is  the  source 
o f  A t o n e m e n t .  T h e  c r o s s  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e 
mora l  majesty  that  broods  on ear th’s  solemnit ies , 
renunciat ions,  pit ies ,  sorrows,  and tragic purif ica- 
t ions .  It  brought  into  histor y  eternal  redemption. 
We ne ver  unders to o d  as  we  do  to-d ay  t he  fat her 
of  t he  ch i l d ;  p e rhap s  we  ne ve r  we re  s o  re a dy  to 
bel ieve  in  the  father  of  the  prodiga l .  But  a lso  we 
n e v e r  h a d  s u c h  p r o m i s e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 
Father of the Saviour.

T h e  Fat h e r  o f  ou r  c h i l d h o o d  an d  we a k n e s s  we 
b e a u t i f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d .  C o u l d  i t  b e  p u t  m o r e 
m o v i n g l y  t h a n  i n  M r.  Pa t m o r e’s  p o e m .  He  h a d 
pu n ishe d  h i s  l i t t l e  s on  and  put  h i m  to  b e d ,  “ h i s 
mother,  w ho was  pat ient ,  b e ing  dead.”  S ore  h im- 
s e l f ,  h e  w e n t  t o  s e e  t h e  c h i l d ,  a n d  f o u n d  h i m 
asleep,  with a l l  the queer and tr ivia l  contents  of  a 
l i t t l e  b oy ’s  p o cket  s e t  out  b es ide  h im to  comfor t 
him.

“So when that night I prayed 
To God, I wept, and said: 
Ah! when at last we lie with tranced 
 breath, 
Not vexing Thee in death, 
And Thou rememberest of what toys 
We made our joys, 
How weakly understood 
Thy great commanded good—
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Then, Fatherly not less 
Than I whom Thou hast moulded 
 from the clay, 
Thou ’lt leave Thy wrath and say, 
‘I will be sorry for their childishness.’”

T h at  i s  mo st  s we e t  and  p oi g n ant  p at ho s .  A nd  i t 
i s  n e i t h e r  to o  ke e n  n or  to o  k i n d  for  t h e  pi t y  o f 
G o d to  His  weak  ch i ldren .  It  melt s  us .  It  i s  ver y 
sacred.

B u t  t h e r e  i s  a  d e e p e r,  t e n d e r e r  n o t e .  It  i s  t h e 
g r a c e  o f  G o d  t o  H i s  p r o d i g a l s  a n d  r e b e l s .  “ I 
e v e n  I  a m  H e  t h a t  b l o t t e t h  o u t  t h y  t r a n s g r e s - 
s i o n s ,  a n d  t h y  s i n s  a n d  t h i n e  i n i q u i t i e s  w i l l  I 
r e m e m b e r  n o  m o r e .”  T h a t  b o w s  u s .  I t  t a k e s  u s 
into the Holy Place.

B u t  O n e  t a k e s  u s  b e h i n d  t h at  i nt o  t h e  h o l i e s t 
o f  a l l .  D e e p e s t  o f  a l l ,  t e n d e r e s t ,  m o s t  s o l e m n , 
g lor ious ,  s i lent ,  and eterna l  i s  the  Father’s  joy  in 
the Holy Son obedient on the sinful cross.

T h at  j oy  i s  t h e  Fat h e r ’s  l ov e  o f  Hi s  ow n  h o l i - 
ness. It is His blessed and only form of self-love.

I t  i s  a l l  b e y o n d  t h o u g h t ,  b e y o n d  p o e t r y,  b e - 
yon d  S c r iptu re ,  b e yon d  s p e e c h .  G o d  Hi ms e l f  i n 
t h a t  m i g ht y  j o y  r e f r a i n s  f r o m  w o r d s .  He  c o u l d 
u t t e r  i t  o n l y  i n  a c t ,  i n  r a i s i n g  C h r i s t  f r o m  t h e 
d e a d  by  t he  spi r i t  o f  ho l i ne ss .  He  me t  t he  S on’s 
g re at  a c t  by  a  g re at e r.  D e e p  ans we re d  d e e p.  We 
c an  fe e l  i t  and  worsh ip  i t  at  t he  l a s t  on ly  in  t he 
p owe r  and  s i l e nc e  of  t he  s ame  Holy  Gho st .  May 
H e  n e v e r  f a i l  u s ,  b u t  k e e p  u s  b u r n i n g  u n c o n - 
sume d,  sure ,  w is e ,  k ind,  and  s t rong ,  in  His  end- 
less peace and power.



42



43

THE LIVING CHRIST.
“Fe a r  n ot :  I  a m  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  t h e  l a s t ,  a n d  t h e  l i v i n g  on e .  I 
was  dead;  and see,  I  am a l ive  for  evermore;  and have  the  keys 
of the unseen and of death.”—Rev. i. 17, 18.

THIS is a bundle of paradoxes—contradic- 
t ions  which do not  exclude  but  include 
each other; nay, which need each other.

It  is  thus that  God includes  and needs 
man;  the inf inite  strength needs and in- 

c lu d e s  i n f i n i te  we a k n e ss .  To  m e e t  ou r  we a k n e ss 
God did not stoop from Himself, but in Himself.

S o  a l s o  G o d  i s  t h e  l e a s t  ap p a r e nt  a n d  y e t  t h e 
m o s t  r e a l  o f  p o w e r s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  l i f e .  No 
God—atheism is  the  most  plaus ible  and the  most 
incredible of creeds.

T h u s  a l s o  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  m o s t  p r o v o k i n g  a n d 
e l u s i v e  o f  b e i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  h a u n t i n g ,  t h e 
least  to  b e  got  r id  of .  To  mere  inquir y  how fug i- 
t ive ,  to  f a i t h  how ne ar,  how s te ady,  how mig ht y, 
for t ime and for eternity!  And the cross  of  Christ , 
t he  g re at  ab su rd i t y  of  h i s tor y,  i s  t he  c e nt re  and 
solution of history.

C hr i s t i an  fa i t h  i s  a  mass  of  cont rad ic t ions  and 
a  g l or i ou s  t i s su e  of  h ar mony.  It  i s  e a s y  to  m a ke 
i t  s e e m  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  c o m m o n  s e n s e .  B u t  i t  i s 
fatal for religion to appeal to common sense.

Our  faith  is  faith  in  a  Chr ist  who is  and who is 
not ,  in  a  dead man who is  our  l iv ing  God,  in  the

What is our 
faith in 
Christ?
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l iv ing  G o d who died,  in  one  who was  humi l iated 
i nto  e te r n a l  e x a l t at i on ,  w h o  i n  e x t re m e s t  we a k - 
ness  re a l i s e d  and  re ve a le d  t he  supreme p ower  of 
heaven and earth.

What is this faith in this Christ?
It is faith:—
 I. In a historic Christ.
 II. In a living Christ.
 III. In a Christ personal to each of us.

I.—THE HISTORIC CHRIST.

T h e r e  w a s  s u c h  a  m a n .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  H i m  i s 
n ot  an  i nve nt i on .  Eve n  i f  i t  we re  c on c e d e d  t h at 
e v e r y t h i n g  t o l d  o f  Hi m  i s  n ot  l i t e r a l l y  t r u e .  He 
w a s  a  re a l i t y.  Hi s  f i g u re  i s  re a l  an d  p a lp ab l e  i n 
h is tor y.  There  i s  a  d is t inc t  and  p ower fu l  charac- 
t e r  a m o n g  t h e  g r e at  f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  p a s t — c a l l e d 
Jesus ,  l iv ing  in  a  cer t a in  l and,  at  a  cer t a in  t ime, 
with  cer tain  aims,  doctr ines ,  ac t ions ,  way of  l i fe , 
and manner of death.

Moreover,  th is  man i s  prolonged into  p oster i ty. 
H e  h a s  h a d  a  v a s t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  h i s t o r y.  Yo u 
c o u l d  n o t  d e n y  t h a t ,  e v e n  i f  y o u  w e r e  a m o n g 
those that reject the influence for themselves.

B u t  n o  s e r i o u s  m i n d  o r  c o n s c i e n c e  e i t h e r 
denies  or  deplores  that  inf luence  in  the  past  as  a 
whole.  To deplore  Christ  i s  to  renounce the  r ight 
t o  m o r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  E v e n  i f  H e  i s  n o t  t h e 
R e d e e m e r,  He  h a s  b e e n  a  v a s t  b l e s s i n g .  He  d e - 
s e r ve s  m ore  at t e nt i on  an d  g r at i tu d e  t h an  P l at o, 
Ar is tot le ,  Dante ,  Shakesp eare ,  Ne wton,  or  any  of 
t h e  h e r o e s  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  H e  h a s

Faith in the 
Historic 

Christ
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done  more  for  t he  race ,  for  humanity  as  human- 
i t y.  Eve n  i f  you  qu e s t i on  Hi s  p owe r  i n  e t e r n i t y, 
y o u  c a n n o t  d e n y  t h e  b l e s s i n g  He  h a s  b e e n  f o r 
t i m e ,  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e d  i n  H i m  a s 
above and beyond time.

No n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  b o o n s  o f  c i v i l i s a - 
t ion would  have  been here  to-day  without  Chr is- 
t i an i t y,  w it hout  C hr i s t .  He  c ame  in  and  ra i s e d  a 
ne w  c iv i l i s at i on  out  of  t he  w re ck  of  t he  o l d .  He 
s a v e d  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  o l d ,  m o r e o v e r.  C h r i s t i a n 
Europe has  lost  nothing essent ia l  f rom Greece  or 
Rome.  And i t  enshr ines  and  emb a lms  t he i r  s ou l . 
That  would remain true,  even i f  His  new civ i l isa- 
t i on  w a s  pre s e nt ly  goi ng  to  b e  sup e rs e d e d .  It  i s 
Chr ist ianity  that  i s  the  t rue  cont inuity  of  the  old 
world and the new.  And it  is  Christ ianity  that  has 
m a d e  t he  mo d e r n  n at i ons  and  a l l  t he i r  a ch i e ve - 
ments possible.

E s p e c i a l l y  i s  t h i s  s o  w i t h  t h e  a c h i e v e m e nt s  o f 
l o v e  a n d  t h e i r  g r o w t h .  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  d i s - 
a p p o i n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  m o d e r n 
E u r o p e — t h e  E u r o p e  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s .  B u t 
even there,  ask  what  would have  been had Chr is- 
t i a n i t y  n o t  c o m e  i n  w h e n  i t  d i d ,  h a d  i t  n o t 
worked in these  centur ies  as  the pr inciple  it  is .  It 
h a s  f a i l e d  t o  p u t  d ow n  w a r.  It  h a s  e v e n  c au s e d 
some wars and bitter persecutions. So far, yes.

But  i t  has  done  s o  ch ie f ly  by  t he  in fe c t ion  and 
c or r upt i on  of  p o l i t i c a l  i d e as  and  me t ho ds .  Pol i - 
t i c s  h av e  w e l l  n i g h  d e s t r oy e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y.  B u t 
the t ide has real ly  turned,  though not much more. 
Po l i t i c s  h ave  b e g u n  to  u n d e rgo  c onve rs i on .  T h e 
recent  Machiavel ism of  some Chr ist ian states  has
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s h o c k e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  r o u s e d 
m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  t o  f e e l  t h at  i f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  d o 
not  master  the State,  the State  wi l l  destroy Chris- 
t i a n i t y.  T h i s  h a s  l on g  b e e n  ap p a re nt  i n  C hu rc h 
p o l i t i c s ;  i t  i s  n o w  c o m i n g  s l o w l y  h o m e  i n  t h e 
p ol i t i c s  of  t he  St ate .  And as  to  war,  t here  i s  no- 
t h i n g  e l s e  t h at  e v e n  prom i s e s  t o  put  d ow n  w ar. 
Democracy and sel f- interest  do not  do so,  and do 
n o t  t e n d  t o  d o  s o .  D e m o c r a c i e s  a r e  e v e n  m o r e 
l i a b l e  t o  f i t s  o f  b l i n d  p a s s i o n  t h a n  m o n a r c h s . 
A n d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e 
Christ ian pulpit  and the Christ ian principle in the 
p r e s s  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  p r e v e n t e d  a 
w a r  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r e a t  d e m o c r a c i e s  o f  t h e 
world.

T h e r e  i s  a  E u r o p e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  C h r i s t e n d o m 
w h i c h  d o e s  n ot  app e ar  i n  t h e  n e w s p ap e r s ,  e v e n 
in  the  re l ig ious  press .  Journa l ism is  not  so  much 
blind to it  as  shy of  it .  It  is  of  vast ,  s i lent,  spread- 
ing  in f luence .  It  i s  t he  Europ e ,  t he  C hr is tendom 
of  Fa i t h — t h e  c iv i l i s at i on  of  t h e  Spi r i t ,  t h e  t r u e 
Church of  the hear t  and soul .  That  is  the  Europe, 
the  Amer ica ,  that  makes  the  rea l  d i f ference  f rom 
the  past ,  the  rea l  promise  for  the  future.  It  i s  the 
Eu rop e  t hat  mo st  d i re c t ly  ow ns  t he  i n f lu e nc e  of 
C hr is t  in  i t s  he ar t ,  i t s  conduc t ,  i t s  f a i t h ,  and  i t s 
hope, in life private and public.

N o b o d y  h a s  e v e r  e x e r t e d  s u c h  a n  i n f l u e n c e , 
w he t he r  you  l i ke  i t  or  w he t he r  you  d o  not .  And 
i t  i s  an  e f fe c t  pro duce d  by  One  w ho went  in  t he 
f a c e  of  hu man  natu re .  He  g ave  e f fe c t ,  i t  i s  t r u e , 
to  cer tain vast ,  deep human tendencies ;  but  so far 
a s  h u m a n  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  t a s t e s  g o ,  He  w e n t  i n
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the ir  tee th .  Here  i s  what  the  late  Profess or  Free- 
m a n  s ay s :  “ Yo u  s ay,  A m  I  s t i l l  a  b e l i e v e r ?  C e r- 
tain ly.  That  i s ,  I  bel ieve  the  Chr ist ian re l ig ion to 
be  f rom God,  in  a  sense  beyond that  in  which a l l 
t h i n g s  a re  f rom  G o d .  O n e  c a n n ot  s tu d y  h i s t or y 
w i t h o u t  s e e i n g  t h i s .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
Ho l y  R o m a n  E m p i r e — t h a t  i s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e 
R o m a n  E m p i r e  c o u l d  e v e r  b e c o m e  h o l y  i n  a 
C h r i s t i a n  s e n s e — i s  e n o u g h .  .  .  .  .  I  c o mp a r e  i t 
with  Is lam,  w hich  i s  in  the  l ike  s or t  the  Arabian 
re l i g i on ,  t h e  re l i g i on  o f  a l l  c ou nt r i e s  t h at  h av e 
c o m e  u n d e r  A r a b i a n  i n f l u e n c e s ,  a n d  o f  n o n e 
o t h e r.  B u t  m a r k  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  I s l a m  s u c c e e d s 
by  t h e  m o s t  o bv i ou s  c au s e s ;  by  app e a l i ng  t o  a l l 
that  was  good and bad in the Arab of  the seventh 
c e n t u r y.  C h r i s t i a n i t y,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e n t 
r ight  in  the  teeth of  a l l  that  was  good and bad in 
t h e  R o m a n  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y.  Ye t  i t  s u c - 
c e e d e d ;  an d  I  c an n ot  a c c ou nt  for  i t s  s u c c e s s  by 
any  ord inar y  c aus e .  As  I  s a id  in  one  of  my  pub- 
l i shed lec tures ,  ‘For  C æsar  Augustus  to  b e  led  to 
w o r s h i p  a  c r u c i f i e d  J e w  w a s  a  g r e a t e r  m i r a c l e 
t h an  t h e  c l e av i ng  o f  ro c k s  or  t h e  r a i s i ng  o f  t h e 
dead.’”

What  a  p ers ona l i t y  t hat  was !  I f  you  on ly  s tudy 
i t  as  a  h is tor ian  might  Nap oleon,  i t  i s  an  incom- 
p a r a b l e  p e r s on a l i t y.  T h i n k  o f  a l l  t h at  h a s  c om e 
f rom Chr ist  in  the  way of  bless ing ,  in  the  way of 
c o u nt e r w o r k i n g  t h e  c u r s e ,  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n d 
error  which  His  ver y  fo l lowers  have  infus ed  into 
His  name.  Think out  with  just  and carefu l  appre- 
c i a t i o n  t h e  b l e s s i n g  f l o w i n g  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  H i s 
memor y and inf luence to-day.  What a  personality!

The incompar- 
able person- 
ality 
of Christ
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And  you  c an not  ge t  more  out  t han  w as  i n .  I f  s o 
m u c h  h a s  b e e n  g o t  o u t ,  h o w  m u c h  m u s t  t h e r e 
h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h a t  m i r a c u l o u s  s o u l !  A n d  h o w 
much remains!

A l l  t h i s  m a y  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  a  d e a d  f a i t h , 
what  you might  ca l l  the  pleb e ian  faith  of  the  or- 
d inar y  able  man,  a  p o or  but  honest  fa i th ,  a  fa i th 
mere ly  h is tor ic  and  inte l l igent ,  as  a  mere  matter 
of  obs er vat ion .  C hr i s t  a s  a  h i s tor ic  force  i s  now 
o n  a  h e i g ht  f r o m  w h i c h  He  c a n  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e 
d i s p l a c e d .  S o  m u c h  t h e  n e w  s t u d y  o f  h i s t o r y 
has done.

B u t  t h i s  i s  h a r d l y  f a i t h .  It  i s  n o t  l i v i n g  f a i t h . 
I t  i s  n o t  t h e  k i n d  o f  r e s p o n s e  C h r i s t  d i e d  t o 
e voke .  It  i s  n ot  t h e  k i n d  of  f a i t h  t h at  h a s  m a d e 
e ve n  i t s  ow n  me ag re  k i nd  p o ss ib l e .  It  i s  not  t he 
k i n d  t h a t  h a s  p e r p e t u a t e d  H i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d 
m a d e  H i s  p o w e r  s u r v i v e  d e e p  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l 
heart of man.

O n  s ome  w ho  s tu dy  C h r i s t  a s  a  me re  f i g u re  i n 
h i s t o r y  t h e r e  d a w n s  a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  i n f l u e n c e 
f rom  Hi m .  T h e y  b e g i n  a s  h i s t or i a n s ,  a s  c r i t i c s ; 
they  end as  sympathisers ,  advo cates ,  enthus iasts . 
They came to  embalm Him with  their  spices ,  and 
they  stay  to  worship,  and return to  confess .  They 
are  t ou c h e d ,  s e i z e d ,  s u b or n e d  a s  Hi s  w i t n e s s e s . 
T h e y  c a n  n o  m o re  b e  a s  i mp a r t i a l  a s  i f  i t  w e re 
Nap ol e on ,  S o c r ate s .  T he  ord i nar y  ab l e  man  may 
mere ly  d is c uss  Him.  The  pr izeman,  in  t he  pu lpit 
o r  e l s e w h e re ,  m ay  m a k e  o f  Hi m  a  d e c l a m at i o n . 
But  no  human-he ar te d  man,  no  man of  s ou l  c an 
re a l l y  b e  i mp a r t i a l  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  C h r i s t .  O u r 
s y mp at h i e s  a re  e ng a ge d ,  c aptu re d ,  pre o c c upi e d .
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We  c a n n o t  h o l d  t h i s  M a n  a t  a r m’s  l e n g t h .  T h e 
h i s tor i c  C h r i s t  s t i r s  i n  hu m ane  m i nd s  a  f a i t h ,  a 
response,  which makes  mere cr it ic ism dif f icult  or 
i m p o s s i b l e .  T h e  c r i t i c  y i e l d s  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y 
t h a t  t h i s  a w f u l  a n d  u l t i m a t e  c r i t i c  o f  h i s  s o u l 
ne ver  judge d  men imp ar t i a l ly,  but  a lways  w it h  a 
b i a s  i n  t h e i r  f a v o u r,  a n d  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  t h e i r 
e s c a p e .  “ T h e  L o r d  i s  o u r  J u d g e  H e  w i l l 
s a v e  u s .”  We  c a n n o t  v i e w  H i m  i n  d r y  l i g h t ,  o r 
d i s c u s s  H i m  i n  c o l d  b l o o d .  T h e r e  c o m e s  f o r t h 
t h e  p re l u d e  o f  a  l i v i n g  f a i t h .  T h i s  Ma n  a c t s  o n 
t he  he ar t .  He  w a ke s  a d m i r at i on ,  fe ar,  l ove ,  and , 
ab ove  a l l ,  f a i t h ,  t r u s t .  He  i s  fou nd  to  h au nt  l i f e 
as  no  ot her  do es .  He  b e comes  an  uns e en  sp e c t a- 
t o r  a n d  s t a n d a r d  o f  a l l  w e  d o  a n d  d e v i s e .  H i s 
b e aut y,  te r ror,  d ig nit y,  and  inv inc ibi l i t y  p er vade 
us .  His  l ove ,  me rc y,  f a i t h f u l ne ss ,  maste r  us .  His 
indomitable  grace  sur v ives  death  and r i s es  again 
i n  u s .  H e  b e c o m e s  a n  i m a g i n a t i v e  i d e a l ,  a n d 
t hen  a  mora l  imp erat ive .  His  pr inc iple  of  Div ine 
Sonship becomes the base of a new religion.

B u t  t h i s  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e 
f rom  Hi s  Pe r s on .  He  i nt ro du c e d  i t  i nt o  h i s t or y, 
an d  He  go e s  d ow n  t h e  s t re am  of  h i s tor y  w i t h  i t 
in  His  sou l .  He  carr ies  i t ;  i t  do es  not  carr y  Him. 
He  d o e s  n ot  s e t  i t  a f l o at  a n d  l e av e  i t .  Wh e re  i t 
i s  He  i s .  Where  He  i s ,  i t  i s .  Throug h Him it  c i r- 
c u l a t e s  a m o n g  l e a l  h e a r t s  a s  c u r r e n t  c o i n .  B u t 
m a n y  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t w o .  T h e y  a r e  a t  a  s t a g e  a t 
which  the y  answer  to  His  pr inc iple  more  than to 
H i s  P e r s o n .  T h e y  t h i n k  m o r e  o f  H i s  p r e s e n t 
l e g a c y  t h a n  o f  H i s  p r e s e nt  l i f e .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s 
not  for  them ident ica l  with  Chr is t .  He  i s  b eaut i -

We cannot 
hold this Man 
at arm’s length
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fu l ,  subl ime,  wis e ,  wonder fu l ,  mighty ;  He  af fec ts 
t hem st rangely,  and  more  t han  t he y  quite  re a l i s e 
a n d  o w n .  H e  i s  P r e a c h e r,  H e  i s  E x a m p l e ;  n a y, 
He  i s  the  incarnat ion  of  His  pr inc iple .  But  He  i s 
not  ye t  i t s  e terna l  guardian  and guarantee .  He  i s 
not  ye t  t he  inc ar nat ion  of  G o d.  The y  do  not  ye t 
say, “My Lord and my God.”

No w  t h e s e  h a v e  n o  d e a d  f a i t h .  Ye t  t h e y  h a v e 
not a living faith.

“They are between two worlds, one dead, 
The other powerless to be born.”

They are  much more than cr it ics  and histor ians . 
B u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  y e t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  C h r i s t , 
s l aves  l ike  Paul ,  devotees  l ike  John.  They  b el ieve 
i n  t h e  C h r i s t  t h at  l i ve d  an d  w a s  d e a d .  But  t h e y 
do  not  b e l i e ve  in  t he  abs olute  Vic tor,  Re de emer, 
and King ,  in  the  Chr is t  that  l ive th  for  e vermore, 
w i t h  t h e  k e y s  o f  h e l l  a n d  d e a t h .  A  l i v i n g  f a i t h 
is  not  mere  sympathy with  a  histor ic  Chr ist .  It  i s 
not admiration,  reverence,  love of  that  great  ideal. 
It  i s  not  t he  a c c e pt anc e  of  Hi s  pr i nc ip l e ,  or  t he 
a s s e n t  t o  H i s  t r u t h .  Na y,  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  m e r e l y 
historic Christ  is  not adequate even to that Christ . 
It  d o e s  not  me e t  His  c l a i ms .  It  i s  not  t he  w hol e 
response His  teaching wakes ,  or  His  work evokes , 
o r  H i s  c h a r a c t e r  c o m p e l s ,  o r  H i s  s o u l  s o u g h t . 
Fait h  in  t he  C hr is t i an  pr inc iple  i s  not  t he  l iv ing 
f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  We  m a y  h o l d  t r u t h  a s  i t  i s  i n 
Je s u s ,  a n d  m i s s  i t  a s  Je s u s ,  m i s s  Je s u s  a s  Hi m - 
self the Truth alive for evermore.
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II.—THE LIVING CHRIST.

W h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a 
d e a d  f a i t h  an d  a  l i v i n g ,  w h at  w e  re a l l y  m e an  i s 
a  d i f ference  in  t he  objec t  of  our  fa i t h  more  t han 
in  i t s  k ind.  The  obj e c t  de ter mines  t he  k ind.  The 
g re at  f u n d am e nt a l  d i f f e re n c e  i s  b e t we e n  a  d e a d 
C h r i s t  a n d  a  l i v i n g .  L i v i n g  f a i t h  i s  f a i t h  i n  a 
l iv ing  Chr is t .  It  i s  on ly  a  l iv ing  Chr is t  t hat  ca l l s 
out  a  l iv i ng  f a i t h ,  a  f a i t h  w it h  s t ay  and  p owe r— 
especially power.

D o not  f re t  yours e l f  examining  your  fa i t h ,  t r y- 
ing its  l imbs,  feeling its  pulse,  watching its  colour, 
measur ing  i t s  work .  S ee  rather  that  i t  i s  s e t  on  a 
l i v i n g  C h r i s t .  C a r e  f o r  t h at  C h r i s t  a n d  He  w i l l 
c are  for  you r  f a i t h .  R e a l i s e  a  l i v i ng  C h r i s t ,  an d 
He  w i l l  pro du c e  i n  you  a  l i v i ng  f a i t h .  Vi s i t  Hi s 
holy  s epulchre  in  S cr ipture ,  and as  you p ore  and 
w ai t  He  w i l l  su r pr i s e  you  f rom  b eh i nd  w it h  Hi s 
immortal  l i fe .  A l iving faith,  a  l iv ing Christ ianity, 
a  l i v i n g  C h r i s t e n d o m ,  m e a n s  a  l i v i n g  C h r i s t . 
Christ ianity is  more than Christendom, but Christ 
i s  more  t han  C hr is t i an ity.  The  t r ut h  of  C hr is t  i s 
m o r e  t h a n  i t s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  b y  a n y  a g e  o f  t h e 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h .  B u t  C h r i s t  H i m s e l f  i s  m o r e 
than Chr ist ianity.  He is  more  than any t ruth that 
c a n  b e  t o l d  a b o u t  H i m ,  a n y  p r i n c i p l e  H e  e m - 
b o dies ,  or  any  de e ds  done  in  His  name.  Fai t h  in 
C h r i s t  i s  f a i t h  n e i t h e r  i n  C h r i s t e n d o m  ( o r  a 
Church)  nor in Christ ianity  (or  a  system of  creed 
or  conduct) .  But  it  is  faith in the pract ica l  rea l ity 
of  His  unseen Person,  now l iv ing ,  re igning,  guid-

Faith in the 
living Christ
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i ng  f rom  Hi s  u ns e e n  t h rone  t he  h i s tor y  and  t he 
hearts of men to the Kingdom of God.

He  a c t s  i n  m any  w ay s .  He  a c t s  by  Hi s  h i s tor i c 
c h a r a c t e r.  He  a c t s  b y  H i s  h i s t o r i c  C hu r c h .  B u t 
s t i l l  m o r e  H e  a c t s  b y  H i s  E t e r n a l  P e r s o n  a n d 
Holy  Ghost .  This  l iv ing  L ord  i s  inv i s ib le ,  inv in- 
c ib l e ,  and  i m mor t a l ;  He  i s  roy a l ,  and  at  t he  l a s t 
i rres ist ible ;  He is  inf initely  pat ient  because of  in- 
f i n i te  p owe r  and  g r a c e ;  He  a c t s  not  on ly  on  t he 
large course  of  human events ,  but  direct ly  on l iv- 
ing souls  and wil ls ,  whether humble or refractor y ; 
a n d  He  r e j o i c e s  a l i k e  i n  t h e  l ov e  o f  Hi s  Fat h e r 
an d  t h e  l ove  of  Hi s  R e d e e m e d,  an d  i n  t h e  c om - 
munion of both.

To  re a l i s e  t h i s  i s  more  t h an  f a i t h  i n  a  h i s tor i c 
C h r i s t .  B ut  i t  i s  w h at  f a i t h  i n  a  h i s t or i c  C h r i s t 
a r r i v e s  a t  w h e n  i t  g r o w s  u p  a n d  c o m e s  t o  i t s 
o w n ,  w h e n  i t  f i n d s  i t s  t r u e  s e l f  a n d  s o u l ,  i t s 
m e an i ng  an d  f u l n e s s ,  i t s  w i s d om  an d  s t atu re  i n 
an eternal light.

W h y  m a y  I  s a y  s o ?  I s  i t  a l l  a  p i e c e  o f  p u l p i t 
dogmatism?

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  pre a c h e r  i s  b o u n d  t o  s ay  i t  b e - 
c au s e  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h at  C h r i s t  b e l i e ve d  and  s a i d 
it.

He  b e l i e ve d  an d  s a i d  He  w a s  m ore  t h an  a  h i s - 
tor ic  s er vant  of  G o d rais ed  for  a  temp orar y  pur- 
p os e  and t hen  done  wit h .  He  kne w and s aid  t hat 
He  w as  b e fore  t he  wor l d  ( “B e fore  Abr a ham  w as , 
I  am”) ,  and  t hat  He  would  out l ive  t he  wor ld  and 
b e  K i n g  o f  t h e  a d o r i n g  l o v e  o f  t h e  s o u l s  H e 
made  His  own.  Al l  t h ings  were  de l ivere d  to  Him 
of  His  Fat her.  And a l l  t h ings  inc lude  s in ,  de at h ,
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t h e  d e v i l ,  an d  m an k i n d .  “A l l  p owe r  i s  g ive n  Me 
i n  h e av e n  an d  on  e ar t h .”  He  w ou l d  b e  w i t h  Hi s 
o w n  a s  t h e  F a t h e r  w a s  w i t h  H i m .  H e  w e n t  t o 
prep are  a  p l ace  for  t hem,  and  wou ld  come again 
t o  t a k e  t h e m  t o  i t .  F r o m  h e a v e n  H e  w o u l d  b e 
s t i l l  on  e a r t h  i n  Hi s  k i n g d om ,  t o  w at c h ,  g u i d e , 
an d  b l e s s .  Wit h out  Hi m  t h e y  c ou l d  d o  n ot h i ng . 
And such doctr ine does  not  depend on the fourth 
Gospel alone.

W h a t  d i d  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t e a c h i n g  m e a n ? 
E i t he r  t h at  He  w a s  w h at  I  h ave  s a i d ,  or  t h at  He 
w as  t he  v i c t i m  of  s ome  e goi s t i c  d e lus i on .  But  i f 
He  w a s  a  “m e g a l o m a n i a c”  o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  w h at  i s 
t he  wor t h  of  His  te ach ing  on  a l l  e l s e?  I f  He  was 
d e c e i v e d  a b o u t  H i m s e l f ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  p u t  a n y 
v a l u e  o n  w h at  He  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  Fa t h e r,  a b o u t 
m a n ,  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d ?  “ I s  H e  t o  b e  b e l i e v e d 
w h e n  H e  s p o k e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  H i m s e l f ? ” 
Nay,  i f  He  w a s  d e lu d e d  a b out  Hi m s e l f  w h e n  He 
made Himself  so central  to His  truth,  He is  trust- 
w o r t h y  a b o u t  n o t h i n g ,  a n d  o n l y  s u g g e s t i v e  i n 
greater or less degree.

You cannot  s top  wit h  fa i t h  in  a  mere ly  h is tor ic 
C h r i s t  i f  y o u  a r e  i n  e a r n e s t  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r. 
Your  hear t  wi l l  not  l e t  you,  and your  reas on wi l l 
n o t .  Yo u r  h i s t o r i c  C h r i s t  w a s  o n e  w h o  c a l l e d 
Himsel f  much more  than his tor ic .  And i f  He  was 
w rong ,  t h e n  He  c e a s e s  to  b e  an  obj e c t  o f  e nt i re 
admirat ion ,  and  b ecomes  an  objec t  of  s ome pity. 
H e  e x e r c i s e s  o u r  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  n o t  o u r  t r u s t . 
Fa i t h  i n  a  m e re ly  h i s t or i c  C h r i s t  d e s t roy s  i t s e l f 
b e c au s e  i t  m a k e s  C h r i s t  a  m i s t a k e n  e nt hu s i a s t . 
And  no  m is t a ke n  e nt hus i as t  c an  b e  an  obj e c t  of

Was Christ 
deceived in 
Himself?
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f a i t h .  Un l e s s ,  i n d e e d ,  y o u  t h i n k  s o  m e a n l y  o f 
human nature  t hat  you  c an  b e l i e ve  t hat  for  cen- 
t u r i e s  i t  h a s  m a d e  a  G o d  o f  s u c h  a  s o u l ,  a n d 
t a ken  His  c raze  for  i t s  c re e d ,  t i l l  we  have  found 
Him out to-day.

To t reat  Chr is t  as  a  mere  h is tor ic  p erson i s  not 
Chr ist ianity.  It  i s  another  Gospel  f rom the  whole 
C h u r c h’s ,  f r o m  t h e  N e w  Te s t a m e n t ’s ,  f r o m 
Christ’s own.

Humanit y  w i l l  ne ver  p ar t  w it h  C hr is t  now.  But 
i t  c a n  o n l y  k e e p  H i m  b y  t a k i n g  H i s  w o r d  o n  a 
point l ike this .  If  it  do not trust  Him there,  it  dis- 
s olves  Him,  and cannot  hold  Him e ven as  a  hero 
o r  a  s a i nt ,  t o  s ay  n o t h i n g  o f  a  S av i o u r.  He  b e - 
comes  less  than the  idea l  man of  yesterday  i f  He 
b e  n o t  t h e  R e d e e m e r  a n d  K i n g  t o - d a y  a n d  f o r 
ever.

I f  y ou  d i s m i s s  Hi m  b e c au s e  He  i s  i n  c o l l i s i on 
w i t h  t h e  l aw s  of  you r  u n ive rs e ,  t h e s e  l aw s  mu st 
not  b e  d e n i e d .  But  are  t he y  t he  l aw s  of  t he  s ou l 
a s  we l l ?  Must  you r  s ou l  not  b e  to l d  t hat  He  to o 
i s  a  un ivers e ,  and  not  s imply  a  f ac t ,  or  a  f ac tor, 
in  ours?  If  He  enter  l i fe ,  i t  i s  that  l i fe  may  enter 
Him.  He is  a  world  within  the  world,  the  dest iny 
await ing  t he  wor ld ,  t he  t r ut h  w hich  t he  wor ld  i s 
work ing  out .  He  i s  t he  order  wit h in  t he  order  of 
things, prescribing their order at the last.

“That our Faith, far from vanishing, 
 rather grows, 
Or decomposes but to recompose, 
Become my universe that feels 
 and knows.”
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Su c h  i s  l i v i n g  f a i t h  i n  a  l i v i n g  C h r i s t .  I f  s u c h 

a  s o u l  l i v e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  a s  E t e r n a l  K i n g  o f  t h e 
s p i r i t u a l  w or l d .  R e d e e m e d  Hu m a n i t y  w o u l d  f or 
e ve r  e l e c t  Hi m  Ki ng  i f  t h e y  c ou l d  forge t  t h at  i t 
w a s  He  w ho  e l e c te d  t he m .  He  i s  Ki ng ,  L aw,  and 
P r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d .  O r  e l s e  He  i s 
lost. His reign is either absolute or doomed.

If  He  i s  not  l iv ing ,  fa i t h  must  dwindle  and d ie . 
Do you think you can feed l iv ing  faith  on a  dead 
C h r i s t ?  Yo u  s a y,  p e r h a p s ,  l i v i n g  f a i t h  i n  G o d 
m a y  n o w  g o  o n ,  e v e n  i f  w e  l o s t  s o m e  f a i t h  i n 
C h r i s t .  What !  c ou l d  l iv i ng  f a i t h  go  on  i n  a  G o d 
w h o  c o u l d  l e t  s u c h  a n  o n e  a s  C h r i s t  d i e ,  w h o 
c o u l d  d i s a p p o i n t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t  f a i t h  o f  C h r i s t 
Himsel f  that  God would raise  Him up to  g lor ious 
l i f e ?  H o w  c a n  y o u  h a v e  l i v i n g  f a i t h  i n  s u c h  a 
G o d?  Is  He  the  Father  i f  His  most  g lor ious ,  on ly 
b e g o t t e n  S o n  b e  d e a d ?  A  p o o r  a n d  u n d i v i n e 
F a t h e r h o o d !  N o t  s o  v e r y  m u c h  m i g h t i e r  t h a n 
ou r  ow n  i f  i t  h a s  t o  s e e  i t s  b e s t  b e l ov e d  p e r i s h 
and cannot  help.  If  God did  not  raise  Chr ist ,  but 
f a i l e d  H i m  a f t e r  s u c h  a  f a i t h ,  h o w  c a n  H e  b e 
m o r e  t h a n  a  p e r h ap s  t o  a ny  f a i t h  o f  o u r s ?  No ; 
l i v i n g  f a i t h ,  e v e n  i n  G o d ,  i s  f a i t h  i n  a  l i v i n g 
C h r i s t .  I t  i s  o n l y  s u c h  f a i t h  t h a t  c a n  e s c a p e 
e x t i n c t i o n .  I f  He  b e  a  l i v i n g  C h r i s t ,  He  i s  n o t 
s i mp l y  a n  i m m o r t a l  s o u l .  He  i s  n o t  o n e  a m o n g 
m a ny  i m m o r t a l s ,  n o t  e v e n  t h e  f i r s t  a m o n g  H i s 
peers .  It  i s  for  those  nearest  Him that  He is  most 
p e e r l e s s .  He  i s  K i n g  o f  t h e  w h o l e  r e a l m  o f  t h e 
soul, and it is He that keeps our faith alive.

I f  i t  b e  n ot  s o,  i f  He  i s  on ly  ke pt  a l ive  by  ou r 
faith,  that  faith itsel f  must  s ink under such a  task
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— t h e  t a s k  o f  k e e p i n g  C h r i s t  i m m or t a l .  I f  He  i s 
n o t  t h e  l i v i n g ,  r e i g n i n g  C h r i s t ,  He  i s  a  C h r i s t 
g row i ng  we a ke r  as  t he  age s  move  on  and  He  re - 
c e d e s  i nt o  t h e  p a s t .  He  b e c om e s  l e s s  an d  l e s s  a 
p ower  for  fa i t h .  As  He  g rows  more  d is t ant ,  f a i t h 
i n  H i m  g r o w s  m o r e  d i m .  I f  He  b e  n o t  a  l i v i n g 
Christ ,  then ever y generat ion makes His inf luence 
m o r e  i n d i r e c t .  I t  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  u s  t h r o u g h 
more and more people,  and as  humanity increases 
He decreases .  More  souls  are  inter posed between 
our  souls  and Him,  and absorb  His  l imited  l ight . 
He  b e c o m e s  l o s t  a n d  s m o t h e r e d  i n  Hi s  C hu r c h 
and  i t s  cor r upt ions ,  l i ke  any  Budd ha .  The  wor ld 
moves  on  and  l e aves  Him b ehind,  moves  on  and 
o u t g r o w s  H i m .  He  b e c o m e s  c h i e f l y  a  s c h o l a r ’s 
Chr is t .  It  may  e ven  b ecome a  hop e  and an  e f for t 
w i t h  u s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  o u t g r o w  H i m .  G r e a t  a s 
He  w as  for  His  ow n  age ,  i f  He  b e  not  t he  l iv i ng 
and reigning Christ  we may,  and even must ,  hope 
t o  re a c h  a  p o i nt  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p e r f e c t i o n  b e y o n d 
His ,  a  communion more int imate  with the  Father, 
b e c a u s e  k n o w i n g  m o r e  o f  H i s  w i l l .  We  m a y 
e v e n  h o p e  o n e  d a y  t o  b e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  d o 
m o r e  f o r  H i s  p r i n c i p l e  t h a n  H i s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
a l lowe d  Him to  do.  And  e ach  age  w i l l  f l at te r  i t - 
s e l f  t hat  i t  has  d one  s o,  t hat  i t  has  l e f t  Hi m b e - 
h ind,  outdone  His  work ,  and can  s earch  the  s ou l 
a s  H e  d i d  n o t .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  f e w  t o  b e  f o u n d 
to-d ay  w ho  wou ld  s ay,  for  ins t ance ,  t hat  drama- 
t i s t s  l ike  Shakesp eare  or  Ibs en  have  a  know ledge 
of the heart Christ never had or has.

We l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  f r a m e  o f  m i n d  f a t a l  a t  l e a s t  t o 
C h r i s t ’s  p l a c e  a s  R e d e e m e r.  It  m ay  e s t e e m  Hi m

If Christ be not 
living, He be- 

comes less and 
less a power 

for faith
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as  B enefac tor,  but  i t  d isplaces  Him as  Redeemer. 
It  c lears  the  ground for  a  tota l ly  new re l ig ion.  It 
c lears  the  ground,  but  i t  empt ies  the  soul ,  d isap- 
p o i n t s  i t ,  c r u s h e s  i t s  h o p e .  I f  C h r i s t  w e r e  n o 
Redeemer,  i t  would need more  than another  such 
C h r i s t :  on l y  t o  ut t e r  t h e  s o b  o f  d i s app oi nt m e nt 
a n d  d e s p a i r  t h at  mu s t  r i s e  i n  p a s s i o n  f ro m  t h e 
human s ou l  a s  i t  awa kes  to  i t s  centur ie s  of  i l lu - 
s i on ,  f e e l s  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  c h a g r i n ,  a n d  re s i g n s  i t s 
e terna l  hop es .  What  s ou l  cou ld  utter  on  the  t r ue 
s c a l e  of  h i s  s ou l  t he  u n ive rs a l  wo e ,  “We  t r us te d 
i t  had  b e en  He  w ho shou ld  have  re de eme d man- 
k i n d” ?  F o r  i t  i s  j u s t  a  R e d e e m e r  t h a t  w e  m o s t 
ne e d  f rom G o d,  and  a  l iv ing  R e de emer.  It  i s  not 
a  te acher,  a  l iv ing  example  we  ne e d,  not  a  b ene- 
factor, not an ideal.

N a y,  I  w i l l  g o  f a r t h e r.  I t  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a  r e - 
d e m p t i o n  w e  n e e d .  I f  C h r i s t  h a d  c o m e  t o  p e r- 
form a  cer tain  work of  redemption,  and then had 
c e as e d  to  b e ;  i f  He  ha d  c ome  to  s at i s f y  a  d iv i ne 
ju s t i c e  w i t h  a  h o ly  v i c t i m ,  an d  h a d  t h e n  p a ss e d 
i nto  n ot h i ng n e s s  a f t e r  s at i s f y i ng  t h e  c on d i t i ons 
a n d  l e a v i n g  t h e  w a y  f r e e  f o r  G o d ’s  l o v e  t o  g o 
for th ;  i f  He had come to  per form cer tain  prel im- 
i n a r i e s  o f  ou r  s a l v at i on ,  a n d  n ot  f or  e v e r  t o  b e 
ou r  S a lv at i on — t he n  we  shou l d  have  ha d  i n  Hi m 
n e i t h e r  t h e  R e d e m p t i o n  n o r  S a l v a t i o n  t h a t  w e 
n e e d .  We  n e e d  a  l i v i n g  R e d e e m e r  t o  t a k e  e a c h 
one  of  us  to  G o d,  to  b e  for  e ver y  one  to-d ay  a l l 
t h at  He  c ou l d  h ave  b e e n  up on  e ar t h  t o  any  on e 
i n  t h at  g re at  ye s te rd ay,  an d  to  b e  for  e ve r  w h at 
H e  i s  t o - d a y.  We  n e e d  a  l i v i n g  R e d e e m e r  t o 
plead for  us  in  God,  not  against  God,  but  against
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o u r  a c c u s i n g  c o n s c i e n c e ,  t o  b e  o u r  A d v o c a t e 
with the Father against our self-condemnation.

We  ne e d  Hi m  as  t he  hu man  c ons c i e nc e  of  G o d 
t o  c om e  t o  ou r  re s c u e  a g a i ns t  ou r  c ons c i e n c e — 
and t he  more  s o  as  our  cons c ience  i s  quickene d, 
s o c i a l i s e d ,  e x a l te d ,  and  ag g r av ate d  by  s o l i d ar i t y 
wit h  a l l  t he  damnat ion  of  t he  wor ld .  C ons c ience 
m a k e s  u s  m e n  a n d  h e r o e s .  Ye s ,  b u t  i t  i s  c o n - 
s c i e n c e ,  t o o,  t h at  m o c k s  ou r  m an h o o d  w i t h  t h e 
m e m o r y  o f  o u r  s i n ,  o u r  n e i g h b o u r ’s ,  a n d  o u r 
k ind’s .  I f  we  were  l e f t  a lone  wit h  our  cons c ience 
it  would do more,  on the  whole,  to  over whelm us 
t han  to  re d e e m  us  or  supp or t  us .  We  ne e d  s ome 
surety  more sure  and merci fu l  and universa l  than 
our  consc ience.  We need something  more  wor thy 
t han  our  natura l  mora l  manho o d.  We need  to  b e 
m a d e  “m ore  s u re  t h at  w e  a re  C h r i s t ’s  t h a n  t h at 
we  are  me n ,”  more  t he  s e r v ant s  o f  C h r i s t ’s  c on - 
s c i e nc e  t h an  t he  he ro e s  of  ou r  ow n ,  more  p e n i - 
tents  t han  s t a lwar t s ,  more  s a int s  t han  i rons ides . 
T h a t  i s  o u r  n e e d  o f  a  R e d e e m e r,  o f  a  l i v i n g 
h u m a n  R e d e e m e r,  a  m o r a l  o w n e r  a n d  K i n g ,  a 
l iv ing  C hr i s t ,  a  L ord  and  Master  more  immor t a l 
than ourselves ,  and the root  of  a l l  that  makes our 
immor t a l i ty  ot her  t han  a  burden .  We ne e d  a  l iv - 
i n g  R e d e e m e r.  We  n e e d  Hi m  f o r  a  l i v i n g  f a i t h . 
A n d  we  n e e d  Hi m ,  a s  I  h ave  a l re a d y  s a i d ,  f o r  a 
living God—for the reality of a living God.

Yes ,  to  los e  t he  l iv ing  C hr is t  i s  to  los e  t he  l iv - 
i ng  G o d,  and  s o  on  to  l o s e  ou r  hu m an  s ou l  and 
future .  Whate ver  enfeebles  the  hold  of  Chr is t  on 
t h e  w o r l d  n ow  r e l a x e s  i t s  s e n s e  o f  G o d .  To  e s - 
cape  f rom Chr ist ,  i s  only  to  be  lost  in  the  vague ;

Our need of a 
living, human 

Redeemer
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i t  i s  n ot  t o  a s c e n d  t o  G o d .  It  i s  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t 
t h at  h a s  ke pt  b e l i e f  i n  a  G o d  f rom  dy i ng  out  i n 
t h e  w o r l d .  I t  i s  n e v e r  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  o f  t h e 
t h inkers  or  t he  intu it ions  of  t he  s aints  t hat  have 
d o n e  t h a t .  I f  C h r i s t  g r o w  d i s t a nt  a n d  d i m ,  t h e 
s e n s e  o f  a  l i v i n g  p e r s on a l  G o d ,  o f  C h r i s t ’s  G o d 
a n d  Fat h e r,  f a d e s  f rom  t h e  s ou l ,  a n d  t h e  p ow e r 
o f  G o d  d e c a y s  f r o m  l i f e .  A n d  w h a t  h a p p e n s 
t h e n ?  We  l o s e  f a i t h  i n  m an — i n  e a c h  o t h e r,  an d 
i n  o u r s e l v e s .  To  l o s e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  G o d  i s ,  i n 
c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  t o  l o s e  f a i t h  e v e n  i n  o u r  o w n 
s e l v e s ,  o u r  c o n f i d e n t ,  d e f i a n t  s e l v e s .  T h e  s o u l 
t h a t  i n  i t s  o w n  s t r e n g t h  d e f i e s  G o d ,  d i s m i s s e s 
H i m  f r o m  l i f e ,  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s t e p  t o 
l o s i n g  f a i t h  i n  i t s e l f .  H o w  i s  t h a t ?  I t  i s  t h u s . 
W h a t  I  h a v e  s a i d  i s ,  l o s e  t h e  l i v i n g  p e r s o n a l 
G o d ,  a s  i n  l o s i n g  C h r i s t  y o u  w o u l d  l o s e  H i m , 
and  you  los e  your  ow n s ou l ,  your  ver y  s e l f -con- 
f i d e n c e .  A n d  i t  i s  t h u s .  M a k e  y o u r  G o d  n o t  a 
l iv ing  G o d,  but  a  force ,  a  b l ind,  hear t less  p ower, 
or  e ven  an  i r resp ons ive  ide a ,  and  you make  Him 
something your  hear t  and wi l l  can have  no inter- 
c o u r s e  w i t h .  Wi l l  c a n  on l y  c om mu n e  w i t h  w i l l , 
h e a r t  w i t h  h e a r t .  Ma k e  y ou r  i d e a l  o f  Hu m a n i t y 
an abstract ion,  not  a  l iv ing soul  l ike  Christ’s ,  and 
you  re duce  Humanity,  as  you  wou ld  re duce  G o d, 
to  a  mere  ide a l  or  a  mere  p ower.  You  ma ke  G o d 
and man at  their  highest  something the heart  can- 
not  c onve rs e  w i t h .  You  rob  t he m  of  p e rs ona l i t y. 
Yet  the y  remain  a l l  the  t ime p owers  greater  than 
the simple soul.  So that  the great  pract ical  feature 
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  i t s  p e r s o n a l i t y,  i s 
s omething  of  in fer ior  wor th  to  the  world  and i t s
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p owe rs .  In  i t s  n atu re  a s  l i v i ng ,  s ou l  p e rs on a l i t y 
f a l l s  b e l ow  t he  A l m i g ht y  p owe r  of  t he  u n ive rs e . 
But  once  l e t  t he  human s ou l  b e  sure  of  t hat  and 
i t  i s  a l l  ove r  w i t h  i t .  It  w i l l  s o on  l o s e  p owe r  t o 
s t a n d  u p  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a  u n i v e r s e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e 
s p e c t a c l e  o f  n a t u r e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  s h o c k s  o f  l i f e . 
The universe  wi l l  rol l  over  i t .  It  loses  conf idence 
in itsel f ,  because it  lost  faith in a  l iv ing God.  The 
s ou l  i s  l o s t  b e c aus e  i t  l o s t  G o d,  t he  l iv i ng  G o d ; 
and  i t  los t  Him b e c aus e  i t  los t  His  re ve a le d  Hu- 
manity—the l iv ing Christ  as  its  Mediator  and Re- 
deemer with Him for ever.

Me d i a t o r  a n d  R e d e e m e r !  mu s t  w e  n o t  g o  f a r- 
t h e r  e v e n  t h a n  t h at  w i t h  a n  e v e r- l i v i n g  C h r i s t ? 
Ye s ,  o n e  s t e p  f a r t h e r.  In t e r c e s s o r !  S t e w a r d  a n d 
Key-bearer  of  the  spir itua l  world!  “He ever  l iveth 
to  make  intercess ion for  us .”  It  i s  an  ever- last ing 
Redempt ion,  and therefore  it  i s  a  ceaseless  Inter- 
cession.

THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST.

T h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  C h r i s t  i s  s i mp l y  t h e  p r o - 
l onge d  e n e rg y  of  Hi s  re d e e m i ng  wor k .  T h e  s ou l 
of  Atonement  i s  prayer.  The  s t anding  re lat ion  of 
Chr is t  to  G o d i s  prayer.  The  p er p etua l  energ y  of 
His  Spir i t  i s  prayer.  It  i s  prayer  (and His  prayer) 
t h a t  r e l e a s e s  f o r  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e 
p owers  of  t he  spi r i tu a l  wor ld .  It  i s  t he  interces - 
s ion of  Chr ist  that  i s  the  moving force  within  a l l 
t he  spi r i tu a l  e volut i on  of  h i s tor y.  It  i s  t he  r i s e n 
R e de emer  t hat  has  t he  ke ys  of  t he  wor ld  uns e en 
— t h e  k e y s  w h i c h  a d m i t  i t  t o  h i s t o r y  a s  w e l l  a s

The soul of 
Atonement 

is prayer
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op en i t  to  man.  The  ke y  of  t he  uns een  i s  prayer. 
T hat  i s  t he  e ne rg y  of  t he  w i l l  w h i ch  op e ns  b ot h 
t he  s ou l  to  t he  k ingdom and t he  k ingdom to  t he 
s ou l .  But  ne ve r  our  pr aye r.  It  i s  a  pr aye r  for  u s , 
not by us.

It  i s  C h r i s t  t he  Inte rc e ss or  t h at  h a s  t he  ke y  of 
the  unseen—to del iver  f rom  death,  to  del iver  into 
f u l n e s s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  T h e  R e d e e m e r  w o u l d 
b e  l e s s  t h a n  e t e r n a l  i f  He  w e re  n ot  Int e rc e s s or. 
The  l iv ing  Chr is t  cou ld  not  l ive  and not  redeem, 
n ot  i nt e rc e d e .  R e d e mpt i on  wou l d  b e  a  m e re  a c t 
in  t ime i f  it  were  not  prolonged as  the nat ive  and 
c on g e n i a l  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e r ’s  s o u l  i n  t h e 
Int e r c e s s i o n  o f  Et e r n i t y.  D o  n o t  p i c t u r e  C h r i s t 
t h e  Int e rc e s s or  a s  a  k n e e l i n g  f i g u re  b e s e e c h i n g 
G o d  f or  u s .  It  i s  G o d  w i t h i n  G o d ;  G o d  i n  s e l f - 
c om mu n i on ;  G o d’s  s o l i l o quy  on  ou r  b e h a l f ;  Hi s 
word  to  Hi ms e l f ,  w h i ch  i s  His  d e e d  for  us .  R i s e 
to  t h i n k  of  His  i nte rc e ss i on  as  t he  s t and i ng  and 
i n e x h a u s t i b l e  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  s o u l  a s  R e - 
d e e me r,  i t s  nat ive  qu a l i t y,  d iv i n i t y,  and  o c c up a - 
t ion through a l l  the  var iety  of  the  spir itua l  world 
f o r  e v e r.  T h e  p r i e s t l y  a t o n e m e nt  o f  C h r i s t  w a s 
f ina l ,  but  i t  was  f ina l  in  the  sense  of  working in- 
c e s s ant ly,  i ns up e r ab ly  on ,  n ot  i n  i t s  e c h o e s  an d 
results  with  us ,  but  in  the  se l f -sustained energies 
o f  Hi s  ow n  A l m i g ht y  an d  i m m or t a l  Sp i r i t .  T h i s 
i s  the  pr iesthood which is  the  end of  pr iesthood, 
a n d  i t s  c o n s u m m a t i o n  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e 
pr ies t ly  ide a .  The  ch ie f  re as on  w hy  we  res ent  an 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r i e s t h o o d  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  i m - 
pairs  our  independence,  but  because  it  chal lenges 
the true, f inal,  and suff icient priesthood and inter-
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c e ss i on  of  t he  R e d e e me r.  It  d e a d e ns  t h e  v i t a l i t y 
for  u s  o f  t h e  l i v i ng  C h r i s t .  It  d ar ke ns  t h e  g l or y 
of  His  Re conci l i at ion ,  b e c louds  t he  spi r i t -wor ld , 
s e a l s  up  t he  s ou l  by  s e a l ing  t he  p owers  of  de at h 
an d  t h e  u ns e e n ,  an d  t a k i ng  out  o f  t h e  S av i ou r ’s 
hand the  key  that  opens  the  spir it -world.  The in- 
tercess ion of  saints  is  only  an attempt to  pick the 
lock,  and the  sacr i f ice  of  the  Mass  only  a  forcing 
o f  t h e  b o l t  w h i c h  f r e e l y  y i e l d s  t o  t h e  i n t e r c e s - 
sion of the Redeemer alone.

III.—THE CHRIST PERSONAL TO US.

F a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  ( a s  a  l a s t  w o r d )  i s  f a i t h  i n  a 
Christ personal to us.

We  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  C h r i s t  a n d  m o r e . 
We  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  l i v i n g  C h r i s t .  B u t  a  l i v i n g 
Christ  who only ruled His  kingdom in the unseen 
by  g e n e ra l  l aw s  w ou l d  b e  n o  s u f f i c i e nt  S av i ou r. 
H e  m u s t  b e  p e r s o n a l  t o  u s .  H e  m u s t  b e  o u r 
Saviour,  in our  s ituation, our  needs,  loves,  shames, 
s i ns .  He  must  not  on ly  l ive  but  m i ng l e  w it h  our 
l i v e s .  He  m u s t  c h a r g e  H i m s e l f  w i t h  o u r  s o u l s . 
We  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t .  We  h a v e  i n 
C h r i s t  a s  t h e  Sp i r i t  t h e  S an c t i f i e r  o f  ou r  s i n g l e 
l ives ,  the  Reader  of  our  hear ts ,  the  Helper  of  our 
most  private straits ,  the Inspirer of  our most  deep 
a n d  s a c r e d  c o n f e s s i o n s .  We  m u s t  h a v e  o n e  t o 
w r i n g  f r o m  u s  “ M y  L o r d  a n d  m y  G o d .”  We 
ne e d  not  on ly  t he  r i s en  C hr is t ,  but  t he  re tur ne d 
C h r i s t ;  n o t  o n l y  t h e  h i s t o r i c  C h r i s t ,  n o r  t h e 
heavenly,  but  the spir itual ,  the  int imate,  the  Hus- 
b a n d  o f  t h e  s o u l  i n  i t s  d a i l y  v i g o u r,  i t s  d a i l y
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conf l ic t ,  i t s  dai ly  fear,  i t s  dai ly  joy,  i t s  dai ly  sor- 
row,  i t s  d a i ly  f a i t h ,  hop e ,  l ove .  We  ne e d ,  O  how 
w e  n e e d ,  a  L o r d  a n d  Ma s t e r,  a  L o v e r  a n d  K i n g 
of  ou r  s i ng l e ,  i n m o s t ,  s h am e f u l ,  pre c i ou s  s ou l s , 
t h e  Give r  an d  G o a l  o f  ou r  m o s t  p e rs on a l  s a lv a - 
t ion ,  a  C ons c ience  w it h in  our  cons c ience ,  and  a 
H e a r t  a m i d s t  o u r  h e a r t  a n d  i t s  r u i n s  a n d  i t s 
resurrection.

That  i s  the  Chr is t  we  need,  and,  thank G o d for 
His unspeakable gift, that is the Christ we have.
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