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THE two following Sermons of the Re-
verend Mr. Whitefield preached in the

High-Church-Yard of Glasgow, are to 
be sold by Robert Smith at the Gilt-Bible, 
Salt-Mercat, viz.

I. The Duty of a Gospel Minister. A 
Sermon preached on Saturday Forenoon, Sep-
tember 12th, upon Luke iv. 18, 19.

II. The Believers Golden Chain. A 
Sermon preached on Tuesday Afternoon, Sep-
tember 15th, upon 1 Cor. 1. 30.

N.B. The Rest of the Reverend Mr. 
Whitefield’s Sermons preached in the 
High-Church-Yard will be published 
with the outmost Expedition.
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The Method of Grace 

A

SERMON

JER. vi. 14. 

They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people
slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when there is no peace.

AS God can send a Nation or Peo-
ple no greater Blessing, than 

to give them faithful, sincere 
and upright Ministers, so the greatest 
Curse that God can possibly send upon a 
People in this World, is to give them 
over to blind, unregenerate, carnal, 
lukewarm and unskilful Guides. And 
yet in all Ages we find that there have 
been many Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing, 
many that daubed with untempered 
Mortar, that prophesied smoother Things 
than God did allow. As it was formerly, 
so it is now, there are many that corrupt 
the Word of God and deal deceitful-
ly with it. It was so in a special Man-
ner in the Prophet Jeremiah’s Time; and 

he

4

he faithful to his Lord, faithful to that 
God that employed him, did not fail 
from Time to Time to open his Mouth 
against them, and to bear a noble Testi-
mony to the Honour of that God, in 
whose Name he from Time to Time 

4 george whitefield
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spake. If ye will read his Prophecy, ye 
will find that none spake more against 
such Ministers than Jeremiah; and here 
especially in the Chapter out of which 
the Text is taken, he speaks very se-
verely against them, he charges them 
with several Crimes, particularly he 
charges them with Covetousness: For,
says he in the 13th ver. f rom the least of 
them even to the greatest of them, every one 
is given to Covetousness; and from the Pro-
phet even unto the Priest, every one dealeth 
falsely. And then in the Words of the 
Text, in a more special Manner, he ex-
emplifies how they had dealt falsely, 
how they had behaved treacherously to 
poor Souls, says he, They have healed also 
the Hurt of the Daughter of my People 
sl ightly, saying, Peace, Peace, when there 
is no peace. The Prophet, in the Name 
of God, had been denouncing War a-
gainst the People, he had been telling 
them, That their House should be left 
desolate, and that the Lord would cer-
tainly visit the Land with War, There-
fore, says he, in the 11th verse, I am full 

of 

5

of the Fury of the Lord, I am weary with 
holding in; I will pour it out upon the Chil-
dren abroad, and upon the Assembly of young 
Men together; for even the Husband with 
the Wife shall be taken, the old with him 
that is full of Days: And their Houses 
shall be turned to others, with their Fields 
and Wives together, for I wilt stretch out 
my Hand upon the Inhabitants of the Land, 
saith the Lord. The Prophet gives a 
thundering Message, that they might be 
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terrified, and have some Convictions and 
Inclinations to repent: But it seems 
that the false Prophets, the false Priests 
went about stifling People’s Convictions, 
and when they were hurt or a little ter-
rified, they were for daubing over the 
Wound, telling them, That Jeremiah 
was but an enthusiastic Preacher, that 
there could be no such Thing as War a-
mong them, and bidding People Peace, 
Peace, be still, when the Prophet told 
them there was no Peace. The Words 
then refer primary unto outward Things, 
but I verily believe have also a further 
Reference to the Soul, and are to be 
referred to those false Teachers, when 
People were under Conviction of Sin, 
when People were beginning to look to-
wards Heaven, they were for stifling 
their Convictions and telling them they 
were good enough before. And indeed, 

People 

6

People generally love to have it so, our 
Hearts are exceedingly deceitful and 
desperately wicked, none but the eternal 
God knows how treacherous they are. How many of us cry, Peace, Peace
to 
our Souls, when there is no Peace. How 
many are there who are now settled up-
on their Lees, that now think they are 
Christians, that now flatter themselves 
that they have an Interest in Jesus Christ; 
whereas if we come to examine their Ex-
periences, we will find that their Peace 
is but a Peace of the Devil’s making, 
’tis not a Peace of God’s giving, ’tis not 
a Peace that passeth human Understand-
ing. It is Matter therefore of great Im-

6 george whitefield
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portance, my dear Hearers, to know 
whether we may speak Peace to our 
Hearts, we are all desirous of Peace, 
Peace is an unspeakable Blessing, how 
can we live without Peace? And there-
fore People from Time to Time must 
be taught how far they must go, and 
what must be wrought in them, before 
they can speak Peace to their Hearts. This 
is what I design at present, that I may 
deliver my Soul, that I may be free 
from the Blood of all those to whom I 
preach, that I may not fail to declare 
the whole Counsel of God. I shall, from 
the Words of the Text, endeavour to 
shew you what ye must undergo, and 

what 

7

what must be wrought in you before ye 
can speak Peace to your Hearts.

But before I come directly to this, give 
me Leave to premise a Caution or two. 
And the first is, That I take it for grant-
ed ye believe Religion to be an inward 
Thing, ye believe it to be a Work in 
the Heart, a Work wrought in the Soul 
by the Power of the Spirit of God. If 
ye do not believe this, you do not believe 
your Bibles: If ye do not believe this, 
tho’ ye have got your Bibles in your 
Hand, ye hate the Lord Jesus Christ in 
your Heart; for Religion is every where 
represented in Scripture, as the Work of 
God in the Heart, The Kingdom of God is 
within us, says our Lord, And, he is not 
a Christian that is one outwardly, but he is 
a Christian who is one inwardly. If any 
of you place Religion in outward 
Things, I shall not perhaps please you 
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this Morning, ye will understand me no 
more when I speak of the Work of God 
upon a poor Sinner’s Heart, than if I 
were talking in an unknown Tongue. I 
would further premise a Caution, That 
I would by no Means confine God 
to one Way of acting, I would by 
no Means say, That all Persons be-
fore they come to have a settled Peace 
in their Hearts, are obliged to un-
dergo the same Degrees of Conviction. 

No, 

8

No, God has various Ways of bringing 
his Children Home, his sacred Spirit 
bloweth when, and where, and how it 
listeth. But however, I will venture 
to affirm this, that before ever ye can 
speak Peace to your Heart, whether by 
shorter or longer Continuance of your 
Convictions, whether in a more pungent 
or in a more gentle Way, ye must un-
dergo what I shall hereafter lay down 
in the following Discourse.

First, then, Before ye can speak Peace 
to your Hearts, ye must be made to see, 
made to feel, made to weep over, made 
to bewail your actual Transgressions a-
gainst the Law of God. According to 
the Covenant of Works, the Soul that 
sinneth it shall die, cursed is that Man, 
be what he will, be he who he will, that 
continueth not in all Things that are 
written in the Book of the Law to do 
them. We are not only to do some 
Things, but we are to do all Things, 
and we are to continue so to do; 
so that the least Deviation from the 
moral Law, according to the Cov-

8 george whitefield
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enant of Works, whether in Thought, 
Word, or Deed, deserves eternal Death 
at the Hand of God. And if one evil 
Thought, if one evil Word, if one evil 
Action, deserves eternal Damnation; how 
many Hells, my friends, do every one 

of 

9

of us deserve, whose whole Lives have 
been one continual Rebellion against God. 
Before ever therefore ye can speak 
Peace to your Hearts, ye must be 
brought to see, brought to believe what 
a dreadful Thing it is to depart from the 
Living God. And now my dear Friends, 
examine your Heart, for I hope ye came 
hither with a Design to have your Souls 
made better; give me leave to ask you 
in the Presence of God, whether ye 
know the Time, and if ye do not know 
exactly the Time, do ye know there 
was a Time when God wrote bitter 
Things against you, when the Arrows 
of the Almighty were within you? Was 
ever the Remembrance of your Sins 
grievous to you? Was the Burden of 
your Sins intolerable to your Thoughts? 
Did ye ever see that God’s Wrath might 
justly fall upon you, upon Account of 
your actual Transgressions against God? 
Were ye ever in all your Life sorry for 
your Sins? Could ye ever say, my Sins 
are gone over my Head as a Burden too 
heavy for me to bear? Did you ever ex-
perience any such Thing as this? Did 
ever any such Thing as this pass between 
God and your Soul? If not, for Jesus 
Christ’s Sake, do not call yourselves Chri-
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stians; you may speak Peace to your 
Hearts, but there is no Peace. May 

B the 

10

the Lord awaken you, may the Lord 
convert you, may the Lord give you 
Peace, if it be his Will, before ye go 
home.

But further, Ye may be convinced of 
your actual Sins, so as to be made to 
tremble, and yet you may be Strangers 
to Jesus Christ, ye may have no true 
Work of Grace upon your Heart; be-
fore ever therefore ye can speak Peace 
to your Heart, Conviction must go 
deeper, ye must not only be convinced 
of your actual Transgressions against the 
Law of God, but likewise of the Foun-
dation of all your Transgressions, and 
what is that? I mean original Sin, that 
original Corruption each of us bring into 
the World with us, which renders us 
liable to God’s Wrath and Damnation. 
There are many poor Souls that think 
themselves fine Reasoners, yet they 
pretend to say there is no such Thing as 
original Sin, they will charge God with 
Injustice in imputing Adam’s Sin to us; 
altho’ we have got the Mark of the 
Beast and of the Devil upon us, yet they 
tell us, we are not born in Sin. Let 
them look abroad into the World and 
see the Disorders in it, and think if they 
can, if this is the Paradise in which God 
did put Man? No, every Thing in the 
World is out of Order. I have often 

thought 

10 george whitefield
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thought, when I was abroad, that if 
there were no other Argument to prove 
original Sin, the rising of Wolves, 
and Tigers against Man, nay, the bark-
ing of a Dog against us, is a proof of ori-
ginal Sin. Tigers and Lions durst not 
rise against us, if it were not for Adam’s 
first Sin; for when the Creatures rise up 
against us, it is as much as to say, Ye 
have sinned against God, and we take 
up our Master’s Quarrel. If we look 
inward, we will see enough of Lusts, 
and Man’s Temper contrary to the Tem-
per of God; there is Pride, Malice, and 
Revenge in all our Hearts, and this 
Temper cannot come from God, it comes 
from our first Parent Adam, who after 
he fell from God, fell out of God into 
the Devil. However therefore some 
People may deny this, yet when Con-
viction comes, all carnal Reasonings are 
battered down immediately, and the 
poor Soul begins to feel and see the 
Fountain from which all the polluted 
Streams do flow. When the Sinner is 
first awakened, he begins to wonder, 
how came I to be so wicked? The Spi-
rit of God then strikes in, and shows 
that he has no good Thing in him by 
Nature, then he sees that he is alto-
gether gone out of the Way, that he is 
altogether become abominable; and the 

poor 

12

poor Creature is made to lie down at 
the Foot of the Throne of God, and to 
acknowledge that God would be Just to 
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damn him, Just to cut him off, tho’ he 
never had committed one actual Sin in 
his Life. Did ye ever feel and experi-
ence this any of you, to justify God in 
your Damnation, to own that ye are by 
Nature Children of Wrath, and that 
God may justly cut you off, tho’ ye 
never actually had offended him in all 
your Life. If ye were ever truly con-
victed, if your Hearts were ever truly 
cut, if Self were truly taken out of you, 
ye will be made to see and feel this. 
And if ye have never felt the weight of 
original Sin, do not call yourselves 
Christians. I am verily persuaded ori-
ginal Sin is the greatest Burden of a true 
Convert, this even grieves the regene-
rate Soul, the sanctified Soul. The in-
dwelling of Sin in the Heart, is the Bur-
den of a converted Person, ’tis the Bur-
den of a true Christian. He continually 
cries out, O! Who will deliver me from 
this Body of Death, this indwelling Cor-
ruption in my Heart; this is that which 
disturbs a poor Soul most. And therefore 
if ye never felt this inward Corruption, if 
ye never saw that God might justly curse 
you for it, indeed my dear Friends, ye 

may 

13

may speak Peace to your Heart, but I 
fear, nay, I know there is no true Peace.

Further, Before you can speak Peace 
to your Hearts, ye must not only be 
troubled for the Sins of your Life, the 
Sin of your Nature, but likewise for 
the Sins of your best Duties and Per-
formances. When a poor Soul is some-
what awakened by the Terrors of the 

12 george whitefield
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Lord, then the poor Creature, being 
born under the Covenant of Works, 
flies directly to a Covenant of Works a-
gain. And as Adam and Eve hid themselves 
among the Trees of the Garden, and 
sewed Fig Leaves together to cover their 
Nakedness; so the poor Sinner, when a-
wakened, flies to his Duties and to his 
Performances, to hide himself from God, 
and goes to patch up a Righteousness of 
his own; says he, I will be mighty good 
now, I will reform, I will do all I can, 
and then certainly Jesus Christ will have 
Mercy on me. But before ye can speak 
Peace to your Heart, ye must be brought 
to see, that God may damn you for the 
best Prayer ye ever put up all your Life; 
ye must be brought to see that all your Du-
ties, all your Righteousness, as the 
Prophet elegantly expresses it, put them 
altogether, are so far from recommend-
ing you to God, are so far from being 
any Motive and Inducement to God to 

have 

14

have Mercy on your poor Soul, that 
he will see them to be filthy Rags, a 
menstruous Cloth, that God hates them, 
and cannot away with them, if you bring 
them to him in order to recommend you 
to his Favour. My dear Friends, what 
is there in our Performances to recom-
mend us unto God, our Persons are in 
an unjustified State by Nature, we de-
serve to be damned ten thousand Times 
over, and what must our Performances be? 
We can do no good Thing by Nature, 
they that are in the Flesh cannot please God.
Ye may do Things materially good, 
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but ye cannot do a Thing formally and 
rightly good, because Nature cannot act 
above itself. It is impossible that a Man 
who is unconverted can act for the Glo-
ry of God, he cannot do any Thing in 
Faith, for whatsoever is not of Faith is 
Sin. After we are renewed, yet we are 
renewed but in Part, indwelling Sin con-
tinues in us, there is a Mixture of Cor-
ruption in every one of our Duties: So 
that after we are converted, were Jesus 
Christ only to accept us according to 
our Works, our Works would damn 
us, for we cannot put up a Prayer but 
it is far from that Perfection which the 
moral Law requireth. I do not know 
what ye may think, but I can say that I 
cannot pray but I sin, I cannot preach 

to 

15

to you or any others but I sin, I can do 
nothing without Sin; and as one expres-
seth it, my Repentance wants to be re-
pented of, and my Tears to be washed 
in the precious Blood of my dear Re-
deemer; our best Duties are as so many 
splendid Sins. Before ye can speak Peace 
to your Heart, ye must not only be sick 
of your original and actual Sin, but ye 
must be made sick of your Righteousness, 
of all your Duties and Performances. 
There must be a deep Conviction before 
ye can be brought out of your Self-
righteousness, it is the last Idol that 
is taken out of your Heart, the Pride of 
our Heart will not let us submit to the 
Righteousness of Jesus Christ. But if 
ye never felt that ye had no Righteous-
ness of your own, if you never felt the 

14 george whitefield
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Deficiency of your own Righteousness, 
ye can never come to Jesus Christ. There 
are a great many now who may say, 
Well, we believe all this: But there 
is a great Difference betwixt talking and 
feeling. Did ye ever feel the Want of 
a dear Redeemer? Did ye ever feel 
the Want of Jesus Christ upon the Ac-
count of the Deficiency of your own 
Righteousness? And can you now say 
from your Heart, Lord, thou mayest 
justly damn me for the best Duties that 
ever I did perform? If ye are not thus 

brought 

16

brought out of self, ye may speak Peace 
to yourselves, but yet there is no Peace.

But then, Before ye can speak Peace 
to your Souls, there is one particular 
Sin ye must be greatly troubled for, and 
yet I fear there are few of you think 
what it is, it is the reigning, the damn-
ing Sin of the Christian World, and yet 
the Christian World seldom or never 
think of it, and pray what is that? It 
is what most of you think ye are not 
guilty of, and that is, the Sin of Unbe-
lief. Before ye can speak Peace to your 
Heart, ye must be troubled for the Un-
belief of your Heart. But can it be 
supposed that any of you are Unbelievers 
here in this Church-Yard, that are born 
in Scotland, in a reformed Country, that 
go to Church every Sabbath? Can any 
of you that receive the Sacrament once 
a Year. (O that it were administrate oft-
ener) Can it be supposed that you that 
had Tokens for the Sacrament, that you 
that keep up Family Prayer, that any 
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of you do not believe in the Lord Je-
sus Christ? I appeal to your own Hearts, 
if ye would not think me uncharitable, 
if I doubted whether any of you believ-
ed in Christ: And yet I fear upon Exa-
mination, we should find that most of 
you have not so much Faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Devil himself. I am 

persuaded 

17

persuaded the Devil believes more of the 
Bible than most of us do; he believes the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ, that’s more than 
many that call themselves Christians do; 
nay, he believes and trembles, and that 
is more than Thousands amongst us do. 
My Friends, we mistake an historical 
Faith for a true Faith wrought in the 
Heart by the Spirit of God. Ye fancy 
ye believe, because ye believe there is 
such a Book we call the Bible, because 
ye go to Church; all this ye may do, 
and have no true Faith in Christ. Mere-
ly to believe there was one such a Person 
as Christ, merely to believe there is such 
a Book called the Bible, will do you no 
Good, more than to believe there was 
such a Man as Cesar or Alexander the 
Great. The Bible is a sacred Depo-
sitory, what Thanks have we to give to 
God for these lively Oracles; but yet 
we may have these and not believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. My dear Friends, 
there must be a Principle wrought in 
the Heart by the Spirit of the living God. 
Did I ask you how long it is since ye 
believed in Jesus Christ, I suppose most 
of you would tell me, ye believed in 
Jesus Christ as long as ever ye remem-

16 george whitefield
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ber, ye never did misbelieve: Then ye 
could not give me a better Proof that 
ye never yet believed in Jesus Christ, 

C unless 

18

unless you were sanctified early from the 
Womb; for they that believe in Christ, 
know there was a Time when they did 
not believe in Jesus Christ. You say 
you love God with all your Heart, Soul 
and Strength; if I were to ask you, how 
long it is since ye loved God, you would 
say, As long as you can remember, ye 
never hated God, ye know no Time 
when there was Enmity in your Heart 
against God: Then, unless ye were 
sanctified very early, ye never loved 
God in your Life. My dear Friends, I 
am more particular in this, because it is 
a most deceitful Delusion, whereby so 
many People are carried away, that they 
believe already. Therefore it is remark-
ed of Mr. Marshall giving Account of his 
Experiences, he had been working for 
Life, he had ranged all his Sins under 
the ten Commandments, and then coming 
to a Minister, asked him the Reason why 
he could not get Peace: The Minister 
looked to his Catalogue, Away, says 
he, I do not find one Word of the Sin 
of Unbelief in all your Catalogue. ’Tis 
the peculiar Work of the Spirit of God 
to convince us of our Unbelief, that we 
have got no Faith. Says Jesus Christ, 
I will send the Comforter, and when he is 
come, he will reprove the World of the Sin
of unbelief, Of Sin, says Christ, because

they
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18 george whitefield

19

they believe not on me. Now, my dear 
Friends, Did God ever shew you that 
ye had no Faith? Was you ever made 
to bewail a hard Heart of Unbelief? 
Was it ever the Language of your 
Heart? Lord, give me Faith, Lord, ena-
ble me to lay hold on thee, Lord enable 
me to call thee my Lord and my God? 
Did Jesus Christ ever convince you in this 
Manner? Did he ever convince you of 
your Inability to close with Christ, and 
made you cry out to God to give you 
Faith? If not, do not speak Peace to 
your Heart: May the Lord awaken you, 
and give you true solid Peace before ye 
go hence and be no more.

Once more then, Before ye can speak 
Peace to your Heart, ye must not on-
ly be convinced of your actual and ori-
ginal Sin, the Sins of your own Righ-
teousness, the Sin of Unbelief; but ye 
must be enabled to lay hold upon the 
perfect Righteousness, the all-sufficient 
Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
ye must lay hold by Faith on the Righ-
teousness of Jesus Christ, and then ye 
shall have peace. Come, says Jesus, un-
to me, all ye that are weary and heavy la-
den, and I will give you Rest. This speaks 
Encouragement to all that are weary 
and heavy laden, but the Promise of Rest 
is made to them only upon their coming, 
and believing, and taking him to be their 

God 

20

God and their All. Before ever we can 
have Peace with God, we must be ju-
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stified by Faith through our Lord Je-
sus Christ, we must be enabled to ap-
ply Christ to our Heart, we must have 
Christ brought Home to our Soul, so 
as his Righteousness may be made our 
Righteousness, so as his Merits may be 
imputed to our Souls. My dear Friends, 
were you ever married to Jesus Christ? 
Did Jesus Christ ever give himself to 
you? Did ye ever close with Christ by 
a lively Faith, so as to feel Christ in 
your Heart, so as to hear him speaking 
Peace to your Souls? Did Peace ever 
flow in upon your Heart like a River? 
Did you ever feel that Peace that Christ 
spoke to his Disciples? I pray God he 
may come, and speak Peace to you. 
These Things ye must experience. I 
am now talking of the invisible Reali-
ties of another World, of inward Re-
ligion, of the Work of God upon a 
poor Sinner’s Heart, I am now talking 
of a Matter of great Importance, my 
dear Hearers ye are all concerned in it, 
your Souls are concerned in it. Your e-
ternal Salvation is concerned in it. You 
may be all at Peace, but perhaps the 
Devil has lulled you asleep into a car-
nal Lethargy and Security, and will 
endeavour to keep you there, till he get 

you 

21

you to Hell, and there ye will be awa-
kened; but it will be dreadful to be a-
wakened and find yourselves so fearful-
ly mistaken, when the great Gulf is fix-
ed, when you will be calling to all E-
ternity for a Drop of Water to cool 
your Tongue, and shall not obtain it.
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20 george whitefield

Give me Leave then to address myself 
to several Sorts of Persons, and O may 
God of his infinite Mercy bless the Ap-
plication. There are some of you per-
haps can say, Through Grace we can go 
alongst with you, blessed be God we 
have been convinced of our actual Sins, 
we have been convinced of original Sin, 
we have been convinced of Self-righte-
ousness, we have felt the Bitterness of 
Unbelief, and through Grace we have 
closed with Jesus Christ, we can speak 
Peace to our Hearts, because God hath 
spoken Peace to us. Can ye say so? 
Then I will salute you as the Angels 
did the Women the first Day of the 
Week, All hail, fear not ye my dear 
Brethren, ye are happy Souls, ye may 
lie down and be at Peace indeed, for 
God hath given you Peace, ye may be 
content under all the Dispensations of 
Providence, for nothing can happen to 
you now, but what shall be the Effect 
of God’s Love to your Soul; ye need 
not fear what Fightings may be without, 

seeing 
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seeing there is Peace within. Have ye 
closed with Christ? Is God your Friend? 
Is Christ your Friend? Then look up 
with Comfort, all is yours, and ye are 
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s, every 
Thing shall work together for your 
Good, the very Hairs of your Head 
are numbered, he that toucheth you, 
toucheth the Apple of God’s Eye. But 
then my dear Friends, take Care of rest-
ing on your first Conversion, ye that are 
young Believers in Christ, ye should be 
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looking out for fresh Discoveries of the 
Lord Jesus Christ every Moment, ye 
must not build upon your past Experien-
cies, ye must not build upon a Work 
within you, but always come out of 
yourselves to the Righteousness of Jesus 
Christ without you; ye must be always 
coming as poor Sinners to draw Water 
out of the Wells of Salvation, ye must 
be forgetting the Things that are be-
hind, and be continually pressing for-
ward to the Things that are before. My 
dear friends, ye must keep up a tender 
close Walk with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are many of us lose our Peace 
by our untender Walk, some Thing or 
other gets in betwixt Christ and us, and 
we fall into Darkness; some Thing or 
other steals our Heart from God, 
and this grieves the Holy Ghost, 
and the Holy Ghost leaves us to our 

selves 
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selves. Let me therefore exhort you 
that have got Peace with God, to take 
Care that ye do not lose this Peace. It 
is true if ye are once in Christ, you can-
not finally fall from God: there is no 
Condemnation to them that are in Christ Je-
sus, but if you cannot fall finally, ye 
may fall foully, and may go with bro-
ken Bones all your Days. Take Care 
of Backsliding for Jesus Christ’s Sake, 
do not grieve the Holy Ghost, ye may 
never recover your Comfort while ye 
live. O take Care of going a gadding and 
wandering from God, after ye have clo-
sed with Jesus Christ. My dear Friends, 
I have paid dear for backsliding. Our 
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Hearts are so cursedly wicked, that if 
ye take not Care, if ye do not keep up 
a constant Watch, your wicked Hearts 
will deceive you, and draw you aside. 
It will be sad to be under the Scourge of 
a correcting Father; witness the Visita-
tions of Job, David and other Saints in 
Scripture. Let me therefore exhort you 
that have got Peace, to keep a close 
walk with Christ. I am grieved with 
the loose Walk of those that are Chri-
stians, that have had Discoveries of Je-
sus Christ, there is so little Difference 
betwixt them and other People, that I 
scarce know which is the true Christian. 
Christians are afraid to speak for God, 

they 
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they run down with the Stream, if they 
come into worldly Company, they will 
talk of the World as if they were in 
their Element; this ye would not do 
when he had the first Discoveries of 
Christ’s Love, ye could talk then of 
Christ’s Love for ever, when the Candle 
of the Lord shined upon your Soul. The 
Time has been when ye had some thing 
to say for your dear Lord, but now ye 
can go into Company, and hear others 
speaking about the World bold enough 
and ye are afraid of being laughed at, 
if ye speak for Jesus Christ. A great 
many People have grown Conformists 
now in the worst Sense of the Word, 
they will cry out against the Ceremonies 
of the Church, as they may justly do; 
but then ye are mighty fond of Ceremo-
nies in your Behaviour, ye will conform 
to the World, which is a great Deal 
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worse, many will stay till the Devil 
bring up new Fashions. Take Care then 
not to be conform to the World, what 
have Christians to do with the World? 
Christians should be singularly good, 
bold for their Lord, that all that are 
with you may take Notice that ye have 
been with Jesus. I would exhort you 
to come to a Settlement in Jesus Christ, 
so as to have a continual abiding of God 
in your Heart. We go a building on 

our 
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our Faith of Adherence, and lose our 
Comfort; but we should be growing up 
to a Faith of Assurance, to know that 
we are God’s, and so walk in the Com-
fort of the Holy Ghost and be edified. 
Jesus Christ is now much wounded in the 
House of his Friends, excuse me in be-
ing particular, for my Friends, it grieves 
me more that Jesus Christ should be 
wounded by his Friends as by his Ene-
mies; we cannot expect any Thing else 
from Deists, but for such as have felt his 
Power to fall away, for them not to walk 
agreeably to the Vocation wherewith 
they are called, by these Means we bring 
our Lord’s Religion into Contempt, to 
be a By-word among the Heathens. For 
Christ’s Sake, if ye know Christ, keep 
close by him; if God have spoken Peace, 
O keep that Peace, by looking up to Je-
sus Christ every Moment. Such as have 
got Peace with God, if ye are under 
Trials, fear not, all Things shall work 
for your Good; if ye are under Temp-
tations, fear not, if he has spoken Peace 
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to your Heart, all these Things shall be 
for your Good.

But what shall I say to you that have 
got no Peace with God, and these are 
perhaps the most of this Congregation, 
it makes me weep to think of it. Most 
of you, if you examine your Heart, 
must confess that God never yet spoke 

D Peace 
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Peace to you, ye are Children of the 
Devil if Christ is not in you, if God 
has not spoken Peace to your Heart, poor 
Soul, what a cursed Condition are you 
in? I would not be in your Case for 
ten thousand, thousand Worlds. Why? Ye 
are just hanging over Hell. What Peace 
can ye have when God is your Enemy, 
when the Wrath of God is abiding upon 
your poor Soul? Awake then ye that 
are sleeping in a false Peace, awake ye 
carnal Professors, ye Hypocrites that go 
to Church, receive the Sacrament, read 
your Bibles, and never felt the Power of 
God upon your Heart; ye that are for-
mal Professors, ye that are baptized 
Heathens, awake, awake, and do not 
rest on a false Bottom. Blame me not 
for addressing myself to you, indeed, ’tis 
out of Love to your Soul. I see ye are 
lingering in your Sodom, and wanting 
to stay there: But I come to you as the 
Angel did to Lot, to take you by the 
Hand. Come away, my dear Brethren, 
fly, fly, fly for your Lives to Jesus 
Christ, fly to a bleeding God, fly to a 
Throne of Grace; and beg of God to 
break your Heart, beg of God to con-
vince you of your actual Sins, beg of 
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God to convince you of your original 
Sin, beg of God to convince you of 
your Self-righteousness, beg of God to 
give you Faith, and to enable you to 

close 
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close with Jesus Christ. O you that are 
secure, I must be a Son of Thunder to 
you, and O that God may awaken you, 
tho’ it be with Thunder, it is out 
of Love indeed that I speak to you. I 
know by sad Experience what it is to 
be lulled asleep with a false Peace, long 
was I lulled asleep, long did I think my-
self a Christian, when I knew nothing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I went perhaps 
further than many of you do, I used to 
fast twice a Week, I used to pray some 
Times nine Times a Day, I used to receive 
the Sacrament constantly every Lord’s 
Day; and yet I knew nothing of Jesus 
Christ in my Heart, I knew not I must be a 
new Creature, I knew nothing of inward 
Religion in my Soul. And perhaps many 
of you may be deceived as I poor Crea-
ture was, and therefore it is out of Love 
to you indeed that I speak to you. O if 
ye do not take Care, a Form of Religi-
on will destroy your Soul, ye will rest 
in it, and will not come to Jesus Christ 
at all; whereas these Things are only 
the Means and not the End of Religion, 
Christ is the End of the Law for Righ-
teousness to all that believe. O then a-
wake ye that are settled on your Lees, 
awake ye Church Professors, awake ye 
that have got a Name to live, that are 
rich and think ye want nothing, not con-
sidering that you are poor, and blind, and 
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naked, 

28

naked, I counsel you to come and buy 
of Jesus Christ Gold, white Raiment 
and Eye-salve. But I hope there are 
some that are a little wounded, I hope 
God does not intend to let me preach in 
vain, I hope God will reach some of your 
precious Souls, and awaken some of you 
out of your carnal Security. I hope there 
are some that are willing to come to 
Christ, and beginning to think that they 
have been building upon a false Founda-
tion. Perhaps the Devil may strike 
in, and bid you despair of Mercy; 
but fear not, what I have been speaking 
to you is only out of Love to you, is only 
to awaken you, and let you see your 
Danger. If any of you are willing to be 
reconciled to God; God the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost is willing to 
be reconciled to you. O then, tho’ ye 
have no Peace as yet, come away to 
Jesus Christ, he is our Peace, he is our 
Peace-maker, he has made Peace be-
twixt God and offending Man. Would 
you have Peace with God? Away then 
to God thro’ Jesus Christ, who has pur-
chased Peace, the Lord Jesus has shed 
his Heart’s Blood for this, he died for 
this, he rose again for this, he ascend-
ed into the highest Heavens, and is now 
interceding at the right Hand of God. 
Perhaps ye think there will be no Peace 
for you, Why so? Because ye are Sin-

ners, 
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ners, because ye have crucified Christ, 
ye have put him to open Shame, ye have 
trampled under the Foot the Blood of the 
Son of God. What of all this? Yet 
there is Peace for you. Pray what did 
Jesus Christ say to his Disciples, when 
he came to them the first Day of the 
Week? The first Word he said was, 
Peace be unto you, he showed them his Hands 
and his Feet, and said, Peace be unto you.
’Tis as much as if he had said, Fear not 
my Disciples, see my Hands and my Feet 
how they have been pierced for your 
Sake, therefore fear not. How did 
Christ speak to his Disciples, Go tell my 
Brethren, and tel l broken hearted Peter
in particular, that Christ is risen, that he 
is ascended unto his Father and your Fa-
ther, to his God and your God. And 
after Christ rose from the Dead, he came 
preaching Peace, with an Olive Branch 
of Peace in his mouth, as Noah’s Dove, 
My Peace I leave with you. Who were 
they? They were Enemies of Christ 
as well as we, they were Deniers of 
Christ once as well as we. Perhaps some 
of you have backslidden and lost your 
Peace, and ye think ye deserve no Peace, 
and no more ye do: But then God 
will heal your Backslidings, he will 
love you freely. As for you that are 
wounded, if ye are made willing to 
come to Christ, come away. Perhaps 

some 
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some of you want to dress yourselves in your 
Duties, that are but rotten Rags. No, ye had 
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better come naked as ye are, for ye must throw 
aside your Rags, and come in your Blood. Some 
of you may say, We would come, but we have 
got a hard Heart: But ye will never get it 
soft till ye come to Christ, he will take away 
the Heart of Stone, and give you an Heart of 
Flesh; he will speak Peace to your Soul, tho’ 
ye have betrayed him, yet he will be your 
Peace. Shall I prevail upon any of you this 
Morning to come to Jesus Christ. There is a 
great Multitude of Souls here, how shortly must 
ye all die, and go to Judgement, even before 
Night, or To-morrow’s Night, some of you 
may be buried for this Kirk-yard. And how 
will ye do if ye be not at Peace with 
God? If the Lord Jesus Christ has not spo-
ken Peace to your Heart. If God speak not 
Peace to you here, ye will be damned for ever. 
I must not flatter you, my dear Friends, I will 
deal sincerely with your Souls. Some of you may 
think I carry Things too far. But indeed when ye 
come to Judgement, ye will find this true, either to 
your eternal Damnation or Comfort. May God 
influence your Heart to come to him. I am 
not willing to go away without persuading you. 
I cannot be persuaded but God may make Use 
of me as a Mean of persuading some of you to 
come to the Lord Jesus Christ. O did you but 
feel the Peace which they have that love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Great Peace have they, says 
the Psalmist, that love thy Law, nothing shall of-
fend them. But there is no Peace to the Wicked. 
I know what it is to live a Life of Sin, I was 
obliged to sin in order to stifle Conviction. And I am 
sure this is the Way many of you take, if ye 
got into Company, you drive off Conviction. 
But you had better go to the Bottom at once, 

it 
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it must be done, your Wound must be search-
ed, or ye must be damned. If it were a Mat-
ter of Indifferency, I would not speak one 
Word about it. But ye will be damned without 
Christ; he is the Way, he is the Truth, and 
the Life. I cannot think you should go to Hell 
without Christ, how can ye dwell with ever-
lasting Burnings? How can you abide the 
Thought of living with the Devil for ever? Is 
it not better to have some Soul Trouble here, 
than to be sent to Hell by Jesus Christ hereaf-
ter? What is Hell, but to be absent from 
Christ? If there were no other Hell, that 
would be Hell enough. It will be Hell to be 
tormented with the Devil for ever. Get Ac-
quaintance with God then, and be at Peace. I 
beseech you, as a poor worthless Ambassador of 
Jesus Christ, that ye would be reconciled to 
God. My Business this Morning the first Day 
of the Week, is to tell you that Christ is wil-
ling to be reconciled to you. Will any of you 
be reconciled to Jesus Christ? Then, he will 
forgive you all your Sins, he will blot out all 
your Transgressions. But if ye will go on and 
rebel against Christ, and stab him daily, if ye 
will go on and abuse Jesus Christ, the Wrath 
of God ye must expect will fall upon you. God 
will not be mocked, that which a Man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. And if ye will not be 
at Peace with God, God will not be at Peace 
with you. Who can stand before God when 
he is angry? It is a dreadful Thing to fall into 
the Hands of an angry God. When the Peo-
ple came to apprehend Christ, they fell to the 
Ground when Jesus said, I am he: And if 
they could not bear the sight of Christ when 
clothed with the Rags of Mortality, how will 
they bear the Sight of him when he is on his Fa-
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ther’s 
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ther’s Throne? Me thinks I see the poor 
Wretches dragged out of their Graves by the 
Devil, me thinks I see them trembling, crying 
out to the Hills and Rocks to cover them. But 
the Devil will say, Come, I will take you a-
way, and then they will stand trembling before 
the Judgement Seat of Christ. They shall ap-
pear before him to see him once, and hear him 
pronounce that irrevocable Sentence, Depart 
from me, ye cursed. Me thinks I hear the poor 
Creature saying, Lord, if we must be damn-
ed, let some Angel pronounce the Sentence. 
No, the God of Love, Jesus Christ will pro-
nounce it. Will ye not believe this? Do not 
think I am talking at Random, but agreeable 
to the Scriptures of Truth. If ye do, then shew 
yourselves Men, and this Morning go away with 
full Resolution, in the Strength of God, to 
cleave to Christ. And may ye have no Rest 
in your Soul till ye rest in Jesus Christ. I could 
still go on, for ’tis sweet to talk of Christ. Do 
ye not long for the Time when ye shall have 
new Bodies, when they shall be immortal, and 
made like Christ’s glorious Body; and then they 
will talk of Jesus Christ for evermore. But ’tis 
Time perhaps for you to go and prepare for your 
respective Worship, and I would not hinder 
any of you. My Design is to bring poor Sin-
ners to Jesus Christ. O that God may bring 
some of you to himself. May the Lord Jesus 
now dismiss you with his Blessing, and may the 
dear Redeemer convince you that are unawa-
kened, and turn the Wicked from the Evil of 
their Way. And may the Love of God that 
passeth all Understanding fill your Heart. Grant 
this, O Father, for Christ’s Sake, to whom 
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with thee and the blessed Spirit, be all Ho-
nour and Glory now and for ever more. Amen.

FINIS. 
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